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The Christian life begins with receiving.  But regrettably for some, it ends there.  After one receives God’s wonderful salvation through Jesus Christ, he should begin to grow in grace and experience the joy of sacrificing for Christ.

 An interesting conversation between a lawyer and the Lord Jesus Christ is recorded in Luke 10.  Here Jesus related the parable of the Good Samaritan to the lawyer in answer to his question, Who is my neighbor?   But the Lord Jesus did more than this.  He divided all humanity into three groups.  He spoke of the thieves who represent those who hold to the philosophy expressed in the words, “What is mine is mine, and any method I employ to get yours is perfectly all right.”  Then we have the priests and Levites who represent those whose philosophy is, “What is mine is mine, and no one is going to get any part of it.  I am sorry, but I cannot help you.”  Usually, those who hold this belief have plenty of religion and a form of godliness, but no heart concern for others.  Thirdly, there was the Good Samaritan who represents those whose philosophy is, “What is mine is mine, but only that I may give it to others.  Those who hold this view are God’s faithful stewards.  Their hearts are tender toward their own people, but also toward others.  They see people in their needs and do everything possible to help.

Let’s ask ourselves, to which class do I belong – the thieves, the priests and the Levites, or the Good Samaritan.  If we have taken Jesus Christ into our life and if we are children of God, we should identify with the Good Samaritan.  Regrettably, some of God’s people do not.  You see, the Lord Jesus taught that it is more blessed to give than to receive.  Many who say they are followers of Christ have never come into a practical realization of this great truth.  They seem to fit better into the priest and Levite class.  They would be considered religious, but when it comes to the sacrificing of time and money for God so that others might come to know Christ, they are not involved.

Giving is the language of the new life in Christ, while taking is the language of the old life outside of Christ.  Those who are truly saved should have no problem with sacrificial giving.  They should follow Christ who gave us the pattern for sacrificial giving.

We read in Matthew 20:28 that the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many.  Christ gave of Himself and His life.  Everything He did seemed to be a step of sacrifice for others.

Have you ever stopped to realize that what you keep in your own hand you will loose?  But what you put in God’s hands will be your possession forever.  Anything given to the work of God is more than given; it is invested eternally.  The message is clear in Matthew 6:19,20 where God says, Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal.  Further we read in Luke 6:38, Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom.  For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.

Wouldn’t it be a wonderful thing if all of Gods people fulfilled their stewardship responsibility as they should?  Not all of us are in a position to go to the mission field or to be preachers.  Some have the responsibility to stay by the stuff.  In the Old Testament, we have the account of David who carried on an intensive battle against the enemies of the Lord, even though he himself was a refugee from Saul.  In one important skirmish, he went into battle with only four hundred soldiers, and victoriously delivered the city from the Amalekites.  Two hundred of the valiant men in his small army were so weary, that they couldn’t go on.  So David instructed them to stay behind and take care of the things they had gained in previous victories.  Shortly after, the Lord gave another complete and overwhelming triumph.  But the soldiers who fought in the battle, objected to sharing the spoil with the ones who remained behind to guard the possessions.  David rebuked the selfish soldiers, reminding them that as his part is that goeth down to the battle, so shall his part be that tarrieth by the stuff (1 Samuel 30:24).

There is a beautiful analogy here for some of you who, because of health, age, or family responsibilities, have been unable to go the foreign field, or even into an active witness here at home for God.  Yet you are praying and giving sacrificially so that the Gospel might go forth.  Remember, as you are faithful in sowing, so you shall also rejoice in reaping.  As his part is that goeth down to the battle, so shall your part be that tarrieth by the stuff. Yours is a very important part in the ministry of the Word of God.  And all the promises given to those who faithfully give out the Word are also for you who do your part in supporting every form of missionary endeavor.

  God promises in Proverbs 11:25 that the liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself.  What does this mean?  It means very simply that those who give generously to the work of the Lord will be cared for adequately by the Lord.  You need never fear for God will undertake for you.

Thus, I will say in the words of the poet:


Give as you would if an angel awaited your gift at the door.


Give as you would if tomorrow found you where waiting is o’er.


Give as you would to the Master if you met His searching look. 


Give as you would of your substance if His hand your offering took.

And may I say as I conclude, you cannot out give God.  To whatever limits you go for Him, He will do more for you.  If your heart is sincere, and if you give out of love for Him, He will supply for you.  We do not give to get, but if we give with love for Jesus Christ, if our motive is sincere, God will supply and all of our needs will be met.

I believe New Testament Christians should go far beyond the tithe.  We are not under the law but recipients of the grace of Almighty God.  Thus, we should give graciously.  When we do, we shall discover God’s overwhelming provision.  Try, and let Him show you what He can do through you.

Many Christians are not reaping the blessing because they are not sowing.  There are absolutely no limits as to what God can do and what He will do for you and for me if we will let Him do it.  The only way we can find out is to try, so we can see for ourselves.  I can tell you, dear friend, and others can tell you too, what God can do.  But you will never know for yourself until you see for yourself and get serious about giving to God.  Let Jesus Christ be honored in your giving.

Of course, God doesn’t want your money if you are not a Christian - He wants you.  And that is why at this moment I urge you to turn your life over to Him and let Jesus reign in your life.  Come to Christ, get saved, and then honor Him in your giving.

