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If you see a large bird that walks like a duck, quacks like a duck, and wallows like a duck, in all probability it is a duck.  If you see someone living like a Christian should, witnessing to his friends and neighbors, and studying his Bible, in all probability, he is a Christian.  But what about a person who says he is a Christian but doesn’t live it.

In John 15:12, Jesus said, Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.  This verse states the fact pretty clearly that if one professes to be a follower of Christ, the proof of his profession will be seen in his manner of life.  For one to declare that he believes in Christ while failing to follow Him in a life that exemplifies Him, is a dead giveaway that he has never actually been saved.

In Luke 6:46, we see the important question asked by the Lord Jesus Christ, And why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?  And then, in another passage in John 14:15 He says, If ye love me, keep my commandments.  It should be understood that salvation is more than putting a man into heaven.  It is putting heaven into a man.  You may be sure, when God puts heaven into a man, that man will be different than he was before his conversion.  I am sure most of you know someone who declares himself to be a Christian but, yet, you have every reason in the world to doubt what he says because of the many inconsistencies in his life.

I am reminded of the gentleman who told me he wrote two letters: one to a boy in the armed services of our country and the other to a friend.  Later, he discovered he put both letters in one envelope by mistake.  When the soldier received his, there was nothing in the envelope.  It was empty.  In a very special sense, this describes some of the people who go to our churches; their lives are empty.  They have no message; they are all talk, and no walk.

Paul’s word of advice to young Timothy, Take heed until thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee (1 Timothy 4:16).  Two things are spoken of here to which Timothy was to give heed: himself and his doctrine.  One without the other is not complete.  To know all about doctrine without manifesting a transformed life is unscriptural.  On the other hand, to strive to live a Christ-like life without doctrine is impossible.  We need doctrine based upon the truths of the Word of God.  But if one believes the Gospel and has experienced salvation through Jesus Christ, he will be extremely careful that the life he lives honors and glorifies the Christ he professes to love.

You see, one may have knowledge of the Bible, knowing well what the Bible teaches regarding certain cardinal truths, but knowledge without practice is not sufficient.  Jesus said in Matthew 7:2 By their fruits ye shall know them.  Those who believe the truths of the Bible, having been saved by trusting in Christ, are to be fruit bearers.  A tree is not saved as the result of the fruit it bears.  It can live without bearing fruit, but it is its fruit that proves that it is a good tree and worthy to live.  The same is true in the Christian live.  We cannot judge someone for not bearing fruit.  We cannot say with a certainty that he has never been born again.  But, it is pretty obvious that if there is no fruit, he has never really met the Lord.  I think this provides the answer to the problem, which is quite disturbing to us relative to some who are in our churches who profess to be followers of Christ, while giving little or no evidence of it.  The difficulty is that they have a knowledge of Christ and His Word, but they have never applied the knowledge.  And the result, it would appear that they have never had a real heart experience with Jesus Christ.

Some years ago, the governor of a province in China sent out a decree to all the professors and teachers in his district, telling them to learn the game of football and teach it to their pupils.  All these professors and teachers gathered in a conference and learned by heart the rules of football.  They went back to their respective schools and made the pupils do the same.  Soon, the children could be seen squatting on the floor and chanting these rules together at the top of their voices.  When they were word perfect, the message was sent to the governor – “We now know football.”  I am sure you can understand the fallacy of this.  Did they know football simply because they memorized the rules?  To know football, one must be involved in playing football.  But is it any more plausible to think that one can be a Christian merely by having knowledge of Christ in the Bible?  There must be a commitment of oneself to Christ, followed by a life of obedience to what Christ has taught in the Word.

In James 1:22 we read, Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only.  And then in 1 John 2:29 we have a most conclusive verse which reads, If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth righteousness is born of him.  Christ lived a perfect life of holiness.  There was no sin in Him.  He was righteous in every sense of the word.  This being the case, the apostle declares that those who have met Him, who are one with Him, will evidence His righteousness.  When one gets saved, Christ should be living through that one, producing works of righteousness and holiness.  Thus, when a person declares himself to be a Christian, and yet has no evidence of new life through Christ, he is deceiving himself.

Of course, to live like Christ, we must spend time with Him daily.  We must look to Him many times throughout the day for strength to live the Christian life.  As we have no power to save ourselves, we likewise have no power apart from Christ to follow Him.  The believer must depend upon Him constantly to give the strength, the wisdom, and the power to overcome all temptation that he might live well-pleasing in God’s sight, convincing all those around that he has had an experience with God.  From the kind of life you are living, is it obvious that you have really met the Lord?  Do you know Him in your life?  Are you sure that you have been born into the family of God?  If not, I urge you to invite Jesus Christ to come into your life right now that He might transform you and lead you into a life of victory and blessing.

Maybe your are thinking, “Well, if I became a Christian, I could never make it.  I would go right back to the old ways.”  Don’t you kid yourself, dear friend.  You let Jesus Christ come into your life, and there will be a change.  God will work through you.  He will give you the grace and the strength to overcome.  Try and see.  

