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If you are not a follower of Jesus Christ, it may be because you thought there would be too much to give up.  The price would be too great.  But have you ever given serious thought to the fact of the enormous cost of not following Christ?

An evangelist tells of presenting the claims of Christ to a young woman who was unsaved.  Suddenly, as he presented the Gospel to her, she stopped him and said, “Don’t talk that way.  It makes me think.  I hate to think.”  Be sure there are many people in the world who hate to think, especially when it concerns eternal things.  Not only that, they fail to think about some of the habits in their lives and where these habits will lead them.  

Many years ago, David declared in Psalm 119:59, I thought on my ways, and turned my feet unto thy testimonies.  You see, David thought on his ways.  Have you given serious thought to your ways?  What about the life you are living presently?  Where will it lead eventually?  Have you given thought to the importance of preparing for eternity?  Are you a Christian?  Have you definitely taken Christ into your life?  

You may ask, “What does it mean to take Christ into one’s life?”  Well, here is what it means.  To take Christ into one’s life means to come to God as a lost sinner and to receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord and openly confess Him before friends and loved ones by word and a transformed life.  Have you done this?  

Maybe you say, “The price is too great.  I cannot afford to be a Christian.”  Let me say to you, you cannot afford not to be a Christian.  Have you ever considered the price of not being saved?  Consider several things.  First, not to be a Christian costs the sacrifice of God’s peace.  When one becomes a follower of Jesus Christ, immediately he experiences the peace of God.  We read in Romans 5:1, Being justified by faith, we have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.  This is not true of those outside of Christ because God declares, There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.  “But,” you say, “I have peace.  I am wealthy.”  Your money cannot give you peace.  The pleasures of this life cannot give you peace.  Even earthly friends cannot give peace.  Christ is the only one who can provide eternal peace.  Without Him you pay the price of sacrificing His peace.

Secondly, not to be a Christian costs the sacrifice of the highest, deepest, purest, holiest, most overflowing joy that can be known on earth.  We read in 1 Peter 1:8, Though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.  This is the experience of every true Christian.  He rejoices with joy unspeakable and full of glory.  Those outside of Christ do not experience joy unspeakable and full of glory.  “But wait a minute”, you say.  “I know a Christian who does not seem to have this joy.”  You may know a Christian, but is he a real Christian?  There are two kinds, you know.  There are professing Christians, and possessing Christians.  Professing Christians merely think they belong to Christ.  Only possessing Christians are saved.  Possessing Christians have the joy unspeakable and full of glory.  

There are a great many people in the world who call themselves Christians who have never had a real positive encounter with Christ.  I hope you know Him.  There is joy in Christ that is indescribable.  It can never be found in sin.  Many are searching for it, but they will never find it until they receive Jesus Christ the Son of God.

Thirdly, not to be a Christian costs the sacrifice of hope.  In Titus 1:2 we read of the hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised.  What a wonderful hope this is.  By the way, the word hope used here does not mean the possibility of eternal life.  It means the confidence of eternal life.  Hope in God is confidence in God.  We are assured of it.  Our assurance is based upon the Word of God which is His eternal truth.  The world does not have hope.  Look at the world today.  What a mess it is in.  Many there are who seemingly have everything in life, but how poor they are with no assurance for the next life.  I would much rather be penniless in this life with the assurance of hope for eternity than to have everything now and nothing but suffering throughout an endless eternity.  

Furthermore, we see fourthly, not to be a Christian costs the sacrifice of the highest type of manhood and womanhood.  In this day when there is a universal breakdown of morals, chastity and purity seem to be passing away.  In Romans 3:23 Paul declared, For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.  How true that is.  We are living in a day when women are living like men and men are living like women.  Where are the lofty standards of true manhood and sincere womanhood?  This is part of the cost of not coming to Christ - the cost of choosing the way of the flesh rather than the way of the Holy Spirit.  Do you think people are supremely happy living in sin?  They certainly are not.  Let no man deceive you in even suggesting that they are.

There are other things one sacrifices in refusing to make a commitment unto Christ.  But I want to speak finally about that which I would consider to be the worst of all.  Not to be Christian costs the sacrifice of eternal life and means to perish forever.  I believe that one reason we are here is to prepare for eternity.  How do we do that?  The Word of God is as clear and plain as anything could be.  Listen to what Jesus said in John 3:14,15.  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.  Here the truth is presented as simply as possible.  Believe and you have eternal life.  Neglect to believe and you perish.  Listen to John 3:16.  For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  Here it is again.  Believe and you have everlasting life.  Believe not and you perish.

Here is another – John 3:36.  He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on Him.  Once again, believe and you have everlasting life.  Believe not and you will not see life, but the wrath of God will abide upon you.

Maybe you are asking, “What is eternal life, anyway?”  I am sorry; I am not in a position to give the whole story.  I can tell you about the beginning of it for I have experienced that.  I have experienced eternal life through Christ.  If the rest of eternal life is anything like the beginning, it is wonderful.  I have been a Christian for over 50 years, and I tell you I would never want to go back to the old way of life.  Christ satisfies.  His peace is sufficient for every situation of life.

Surely you do not want to pay the price of life without Christ.  If you do, there is nothing more I can say or do as far as you are concerned.  But if you are ready to decide for the Lord Jesus right now, I trust that you will bow your head and say, “Jesus, I know you died for my sins and I believe on you as my Savior and Lord and receive you into my life.”  Jesus Christ will enter your life, never to depart.
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