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I want to think with you about a common problem that no one can avoid.  Rarely do we notice it in ourselves, but other people do.  Have you guessed what it is? 

Pride is one of the most devastating evils in our day.  This age old problem began in the Garden of Eden and has afflicted every life born into this world.  Centuries ago, the prophet Obadiah wrote, The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, thou that dwelleth in the clefts of the rock, whose habitation is high; that saith in his heart, Who shall bring me down to the ground?  Though thou exalt thyself as the eagle, and though thou set thy nest among the stars, thence will I bring thee down, saith the Lord (Obadiah 1:3,4).  I have seen from these verses that pride is a false security.  Rarely does the proud person realize that he may be brought low in a matter of minutes.  We are assured by Obadiah, however, that no matter to what heights one may ascend in his estimation, his achievement could be short lived, for the proud man trusts in frail, sinful flesh.

Christians are not free from pride.  Satan realizes how vulnerable we are and frequently uses pride as a wedge to the heart, to instill other evils.  How frequently we have known of God’s people who have ascended the ladder of success and made money, but the money tended to cause pride rather than humble gratitude to the one who gave the brains, the strength, and the opportunity to make the money.  Some people gloat over their success.  They look down on others who have not made the same progress in life.  Little do they realize that all they have acquired is purely by the grace of Almighty God.

As God gives us more, it increases our responsibility to our fellow men.  What God gives us is not for ourselves only, if we know Jesus Christ.  No believer should live unto himself.  We read in Romans 12:16, Mind not high things, but condescend to men of low estate.  Be not wise in your own conceits.  God blesses those believers who remember to bless other people.  God forbid that we should live in prosperity while those around us are suffering physically and, most of all, spiritually.  We have known of churches where a few wealthy people gave the orders and called the shots.  Everyone else, including the pastor, was expected to fall in line and follow along.  Friends, this is satanic.

How different the situation was in the early church of which we read in Acts 4, where those who believed were of one heart and one soul, and where they had all things common.  The wealthy shared with the poor.  Those who were in need were helped by those who had more than they needed.  No wonder the power of God was upon this church.  The believers realized that whatever they had was not wholly their own, but they were obligated to share with their brothers and sisters in Christ.  This principle has never been nullified as far as God is concerned.  But somewhere along the way, man became proud and because of his selfish nature he began to overlook the needs of his brothers and sisters in Christ.  Instead of sharing with those who have spiritual and physical needs, some churches are putting millions of dollars into their buildings, which are in many cases mere monuments to the pride of man.

Any blessing God gives you as a believer in Jesus Christ is intended to be shared with someone less fortunate who needs help.  Has God healed your body of some illness?  Then get concerned about other people who are ill: visit them, help them, and comfort them.  Has God met a severe financial need in your life?  Then do what you can to help other people who have financial needs.  Get hold of 2 Corinthians 1:3,4.  Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.  For what purpose has God comforted you in the midst of your tribulation? - That you in turn might be able to comfort others who are facing adversity or affliction.  Have you been delivered from drugs?  Then pour out your life to help others who are shackled by this evil.  Have you been redeemed from the curse of alcoholism?  Then spend your remaining years lifting others who are in bondage to alcohol.  Keep in mind that whatever God has given you is not for you only; it is to help somebody else.  Look around you, child of God, there is work to be done.  Unload your resources and share with your weaker brother.

If you have never turned to the only One who can supply all our needs, I beg of you to consider Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.  He died for your sins and rose again that you might have everlasting life.  He wants to save you.  He wants to become your Lord.  I urge you to receive Him into your life and watch things change for you.  You will have a new concern for people.

I look back into my own life.  I was very selfish.  I was filled with fear and anxiety.  But when Jesus came in, how things changed.  God gave me a love for people.  God gave me a concern which I never had before to reach out and help people.  I was always reaching out to help myself.  But when Jesus comes in, the fears leave, the peace of God floods our hearts, and we have joy that we never knew before.

That is why I urge you to enter into a personal relationship with the Son of the eternal God, Jesus Christ Himself, who gave His life for you.  Right now, bow your head and say, “Jesus, I know you died for me and I receive you as my Savior and Lord.”  And Christ will come in and change your life.
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