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Someone has called the present day church a sleeping giant.  In many ways, I feel that this is a legitimate description.  When you consider the potential and what could be accomplished through this vast body of people, one cannot help but wonder what is wrong.

In Matthew 5:48, we have an exhortation from the lips of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is given to every follower of Christ.  He said, Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.  Somebody says, “Isn’t this a contradiction?  Aren’t we told in Romans 3:10 There is none righteous, no not one?  How then can anyone be perfect?  This is not a contradiction, but simply a case of words changing in meaning over the years.  Perfect, as it is used in Matthew 5:48 means mature or full grown, free of handicaps or encumbrances.  In other words, our Lord is telling those who are defeated in their Christian experience, because they are encumbered by sins they have never really confessed, to enter into the fullness of Christian joy.  Go all the way with God.  Don’t put limits on the mercies and grace of your Father in heaven.  This exhortation is very important.  Every pastor knows the heartache of those within his flock who are afflicted with spiritual handicaps.  There is no limit as to what God could do through these people if only they would get serious with the Lord and claim victory over their spiritual limitations.

Some years ago, one of our daughters spent the summer at Camp Hope in New York State.  This is a splendid summer camp for handicapped children.  Late in the summer, my wife and I went to visit our daughter one weekend.  We came away greatly impressed with what we saw.  There were boys and girls there, some without legs, others without sight, some were retarded, and I suppose there was every physical infirmity a child could suffer represented among the campers.  It was a challenging experience to see our daughter and dozens of other dedicated young believers who gave of their best to provide an enjoyable summer for those handicapped children.  They took them swimming, helped them play baseball, and cared for every detail so that these children, many of whom had never been away from their homes, could have the best time possible in the things of the Lord

 But with all the blessing of seeing what was being accomplished at Camp Hope, we came away with sorrowful hearts because of those children who will never know the joy of living, as do many of us.

As I thought of those handicapped children, I also thought of the vast number of believers among God’s children who are suffering from spiritual handicaps.  The difference being, however, that those suffering from spiritual handicaps could easily do something about it if they would.  The children we saw at Camp Hope were, in most cases, destined to a life of handicap.

But God tells His children to be perfect, even as He is perfect.  In Christ we have the power to lay aside anything that might hinder our maturity in Christ.  In fact, we are told in Hebrews 12:1 to lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us.  Every sin means all sin.  How does one do this?  There are two steps to be taken.  First, there must be a willingness to get rid of the hindrance.  And secondly, there must be confession to Christ with complete confidence in Him to cleanse all of it out of our lives.  Does this work?  Absolutely!  Sometimes it doesn’t work, simply because, though the believer acknowledges his sin, he does not really confess it to God.  To confess is more than admitting failure; it is to sincerely repent and claim the forgiveness and power of God.

How do we know that God will forgive us? -  Because He has said so in His Word.  In 1 John 1:9 He tells us that if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.   All unrighteousness; He will forgive all, so that we can be perfect even as our Father which is in heaven is perfect.  Thus, it is either a case of coming God’s way and blessing, or continuing in the way of the flesh, clinging to our spiritual handicaps while living a life of uselessness.

There is no reason in the world why we should live this way.  If we do, it is the result of our own choice, while ignoring the mercy of Almighty God.  No one can live a life of defeat without choosing to do so.  We can never say, “The devil made me do it.”  We chose to do it.  But God has greater things for us.  We have no right to be weak or go down in defeat when we have a mighty Savior in the Son of God.

Do you know of anything in your life that may be a handicap to your spiritual maturity?  Maybe you say, “Well, yes, but it isn’t very much.”  Really, it doesn’t take very much to hinder the power of God.  Paul said in Galatians 5:9, A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.  I understand that there are looms upon which as many as hundreds, even thousands, of thread are woven at one time and make a beautiful patterned fabric.  If one of those threads breaks in the process, the loom must stop, else the whole pattern will be destroyed.  So it is with our lives.  If one sin or one act of disobedience is allowed to continue, the pattern that God has made for us is marred.  Not until the thread is mended, that is, not until the sin is confessed and fellowship with the Lord is restored, can we expect to know the full joy of God and fulfill His purpose for us.  Thus, I urge you to consider your spiritual handicap and do something about it immediately.  If you have never received Christ, do that now.  Let Jesus become your Savior and Lord.
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