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We have heard all kinds of jokes about the Devil.  But let me assure you that he is nothing to joke about.  He is a very real personality, stronger than any human.  He is a liar and a deceiver, and he is ruining the lives of millions.

A man who knew the truth but turned from it went to a large liberal seminary to prepare for the ministry.  Upon the completion of his ministerial training, he returned home and was invited to preach in his home church.  He preached on the Devil, and advised the congregation that he had made a special study of physiology and psychology and discovered that sin actually originates in the diseased glands in the neck.  “Get those gland straightened out,” he said, “ and you won’t be bothered with the Devil anymore.”  This is one of dozens of ridiculous things that have been taught about the Devil.

Little do most of us realize the power of this delusive, subtle, and destructive agent of evil.  Hundreds of thousands of lives are under his mastery today.  We talk about the increase of crime, murders, deception, lust, drugs, alcohol, and many other things in the same category.  How do we account for the rapid rise of all these?  There is only one answer.  There is a personality behind it all.  He is stronger than any human.  He is the Devil, of whom Jesus said many years ago as we have it in John 8:44, He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him.  When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

The Devil is deceiving millions today.  He is telling people it is all right to sin; do anything you want to do - you are your own master.  Worst of all, the Devil is keeping millions from God’s great plan of salvation.  We read of him in 2 Corinthians 4: 3,4.  But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

The Devil is deceiving millions of young people, the result being that they are throwing away their bodies to unbridled sex, lust, and drugs.  The Devil makes many promises but doesn’t keep any of them.  He never follows through on anything.  He promises because he is a liar.  Somebody has said, “He furnishes the transportation but he always makes us pay the fair.”  And what a price we pay.  If you are not a Christian, do you know that Satan is out to destroy your life?  Most of all he is attempting to keep you from God’s best.  He is determined that you will not be saved and have life eternal.  He wants you in hell.  He is using every possible means and strategy to deceive you and to keep you from enjoying life at its best.

I have heard it said that the Devil does not bother the unsaved.  He lets them go on their own way, permitting their selfish hearts to lead them on into greater sin.  Don’t you believe this for a minute.  Satan and his legions of angels are busy day and night trying to keep the unsaved in darkness so that they will never know the joys of heaven and the bliss of walking with Christ in this life.  If you are not a child of God, I hope that you realize what a mighty enemy you face.  As long as you remain in this world, you will be confronted by him constantly.  Every moment of every day, you are facing this cunning foe, the arch-deceiver.  You are surrounded by an alluring world with its thousands of attractions.  Wherever you are, there is a traitor at hand, seeking to ruin your life.  For some of you, this has already been accomplished.  The Devil has been successful.  Now he is laughing.  Because of his success and your failure, are you ready yet to admit defeat?

Possibly you are saying, “I know all too well what you are talking about today.”  Let me give you some encouragement.  Your situation is not hopeless.  God loves you.  He is a God who cares, a God who wants to help you.  You can be helped.  Psalm 94:22 tells us that the Lord is my defense; and my God is the rock of my refuge.  Satan has done his dirty work and has forsaken us.  But God will never forsake us under any circumstances.  In fact, He is ready and willing to help us at this moment, if only we will let Him do it.

Don’t tell me you need to clean up first, you need to wait awhile, you are not quite ready.  You never will be ready.  You will not be any different.  You will not be any better.  Waiting may produce further misery.  It is Christ you need right now.  If you are willing to receive Him into your life, he will come in and change your life.  He will perform the needed miracle that will enable you to look up instead of down.  This is where it all begins.

I can tell you from experience.  I can give you the names of business men, doctors, lawyers, high school students, boys and girls, homemakers, career women – all who have had the same experience, who have tasted of the new wine that far exceeds the old wine of the world.  There hearts are overflowing with the blessedness and goodness of God.  They will tell you a thousand times over, they would not go back, for they have found in Jesus Christ a satisfaction which the Devil was never able to provide, even though he promised it time and time again.

May I remind you that either your life is under the mastery of the Devil or the mastery of Jesus Christ – one or the other.  There is no in-between.  Do you want life’s best?  Then you must come under the mastery of Jesus Christ. Break your union with the Devil if you belong to him, by entering into fellowship with the Son of God at this moment by saying, “Lord Jesus, I am sorry for my sins, and I now receive you as my Savior and Lord.”
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