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Many people go before God to tell Him what they want Him to do for them.  But how many of us go before the Lord to ask Him what we can do for Him?

One time, D.L. Moody said, “There is no power on earth that can stand before the onward march of God’s people when they are in dead earnest.”  I believe that with all of my heart.  There is a wealth of truth here, isn’t there?  Professing Christians as a whole do not seem to accomplish very much in these days.  Why?  One reason is they are not in dead earnest.  They take the work of the Lord too lightly.

Look at the Word of God, 1 Corinthians 3:6-8 where Paul said I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase.  So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase.  Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labor.  

Let me point out three things here: first, the trusting; secondly, the blessing; and thirdly, the rewarding.  God has much to say in His Word about being in dead earnest when it comes to serving Him.  But we must realize that the task is not ours only.  It is God at work in us.  Paul emphasizes this in verses 6 and 7 as he repeats the statement that it is God that gives the increase.  Some of us plant, some water, but God is the one who produces fruit through His people.  Has your work for the Lord ever become a burden to you?  I wonder if those of you who are preachers find it to be a laborious struggle to preach at times.  Do you Sunday school teachers find it a struggle to teach?  Let me just say, if you find your work to be a burden, it is because you are not trusting God to do the work through you.  If you were to trust it fully to Him, you would find His yoke to be easy and the burden light.  And even in the midst of ceaseless activity, you would find rest for your soul.

Someone has said, “I used to ask God if He would come and help me.  And then I asked God if I might come and help Him.  But, finally, I ended up by asking God to do His work through me.  Sometimes, in the Lord’s work, we get discouraged.  Usually, the reason is that we are making the Lord’s work preeminent, and not the Lord Himself.  If we were to spend our time in prayer, seeking the Lord and His guidance, it would be joy to serve Him, not a burden.  

It was Phillips Brooks who said, “Do not pray for easy lives, pray to be strong men and women.  Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers, pray for powers equal to your tasks.  Then, the doing of your work will be no miracle, but you should be a miracle.  Everyday, you will wonder at yourself, at the richness of your life which will come to you by the grace of God.”  The best way to do a job for the Lord is to turn your life over to Him completely and seek His face.  Then you will enter into the blessing of serving Him.   

Lets think about the trusting.  Paul says in verse 8, Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one.  What a blessed privilege that you and I can be laborers together with God.  Not only is this a privilege, but there is blessing as we come into the realization of the fact that we are laborers together with God.  When we come into the realization of this truth, we shall not overflow with excuses when approached about doing a job.  How many discouraged pastors I meet who are just about ready to give up because they cannot get their people to do anything.  Many churchgoers just want to sit and listen.  If only they could realize they are missing the blessing – the blessing of being coworkers with God.

I clipped these few lines from a church bulletin one time:


I’ll go where you want me to go, dear Lord,


Real service is what I desire.


I’ll sing a solo anytime, dear Lord,


But don’t ask me to sing in the choir.


I’ll go where you want me to go, dear Lord,


I like to see things come to pass.


Don’t ask me to teach girls or boys, dear Lord,


I would rather just sit in a class.


I’ll go where you want me to go, dear Lord,


I yearn for the kingdom to thrive.


I’ll give my nickels and dimes, dear Lord,


But don’t ever ask me to tithe.


I’ll go where you want me to go, dear Lord,


I’ll say what you want me to say.


I am busy with myself just now, dear Lord,


So I’ll help some other day.

I am sure you have met people who say they are Christians, and yet this is their attitude.  They may be Christians, we cannot argue this.  But if they are, they are certainly missing out on the blessing God has for those who are faithful in sharing with Him.  How we thank the Lord for those who are willing to trust God for the strength to do anything they are asked to do.

Wade C. Smith wrote in the Sunday School Times some years ago, “When I was directing a mission work, I asked a certain laymen to go to a large city church and conduct the Sunday morning service, in order that the pastor could be released to preach in a much neglected field.  This layman was a humble man and a good teacher in the Sunday school, and I was sure that he could make a good talk, if he could face a large congregation.  I shall never forget his reply to my letter, which was about like this: ‘I have never spoken in public in my life and I don’t see how I can stand and speak before that large city congregation.  My knees would quake beneath me.  But I appreciate the need as you have stated it, and I am willing to be a fool for Christ’s sake if he wants me to make that effort.’  Later,” Wade Smith said, “he went and he delivered his message in great earnestness and humility.  The effect was remarkable.  I had a number of letters from members of the congregation stating that the impression was profound, that the people had never been so stirred, so deeply moved, so challenged to give their very best to Jesus Christ.  I think that layman lost all sense of fear and self-consciousness in his great desire to do a heart service for his Master.  The congregation was blessed.  But I am sure the man himself was blessed because of his willingness to do the task at hand.”

But there is still more to come.  Paul says in the 1 Corinthians 3:8, Every Man shall receive his own reward according to his own labor.  Never forget this.  At the judgment seat of Christ, believers are going to be rewarded for their works.  Some will have very little by way of rewards because they have not done much for God.  I think on that day, they will recall more than any other time the wasted years, how they lived for self in this world and failed to invest their lives for Jesus Christ.  Let me beseech you in the words of Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:58, Be ye stedfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.  Sometimes, we receive our reward immediately as we serve God.  But, more frequently, it is delayed until that time when Christ shall mete out the rewards.   Until then, let us be faithful unto Him, busy for Him, using all we have to serve Him.

And, of course, until one is truly born of the Holy Spirit, he cannot serve God, for he does it in the energy of the flesh, which is useless.  If you have never taken Jesus Christ into your life, my friend, I urge you to do it right now.  God loves you and He wants to save you for eternity.  If only you will turn to Him and say, Jesus, I know I am a sinner, but I realize you died for me.  At this moment I receive your beloved Son as my Savior and Lord.  I guarantee you; Christ will come into your life.  He will live through you and you will find the joy of salvation.
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