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There is a very reliable test we may apply to ourselves to determine if our relationship to Christ is real.  The hypocrite will fail, but the true believer should pass.

When dictator Baptista reigned in Cuba, he found in Fidel Castro an elusive opponent.  Castro had as his leading lieutenant and right hand man, a former Spanish revolutionary with many tricks in his bag.  One of the deceptions in his guerilla warfare was to go out from his mountain hideout, locate two squads of government troops, and slip into the bushy no man’s land between them.  First, he would pour forth a volley of shots at one group, then turn and do the same to the other.  After alternating this machine-gunning for a few minutes, he had the two squads firing at each other, while he made his escape and chuckled because of what he has brought about.

It seems to me that this is the same clever strategy Satan uses.  He knows if he can get believers fighting among themselves, they will have no time to fight against Him.  How frequently we hear of factions and divisions in our churches these days.  There is no question about this being satanic.

In his high priestly prayer found in John 17:11, Jesus prayed that God’s people might be one as we are.  There never has, nor will there ever be a division between God the Father and God the Son.  In the same manner, believers should be bound together in love.  But how regretful are the attitudes we find among many of those who say they belong to Jesus Christ.  In John 13:35 Jesus declared By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples.  By what – church attendance, the number of chapters you read from the Bible each day, the amount of time you append in prayer, how effectively you preach?  No.  He said, By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.
How do you stack up in the light of the love test?  Do you pass or fail?  Are you unkind, sarcastic, critical – not to everyone but to certain people?  If you are, you are failing and failing miserably.  You are grieving the Holy Spirit who lives within you.  You are making Him uncomfortable.  You are hindering His effectiveness in you.  God says in Ephesians 4:30-32, Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.  Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.  Any one of us could sit down and look back over our years and think of dozens and dozens of reasons why Christ should not have forgiven us.  But He who knows us well loves us still and forgives us of all our sin.  You and I are to treat others in the same way.  We are to forgive and forget.

Abraham Lincoln once said that “the best way to get rid of an enemy is to make him a friend.”  It is expensive to have enemies.  Thinking about them robs a man of peace and joy.  The energy that should be directed into useful causes is expended in fighting the enemy.  When you fight the enemy, your heart will be turned from the will of God.  Christ never told us to fight an enemy.  He did say in Matthew 5:44, Love your enemies.
There was a man who was heard to say, “I always kill my enemies.”  His friend replied by asking, “What do you mean?”  “Why,” he said, “I kill them with kindness.”  Do you have an enemy?  Is there someone who irks and disturbs you?  Do you feel that everything would be wonderful if you never had to face this person again?  Remember what Jesus said to do, Pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you (Matthew 5:44).

An aged minister gave worthwhile advice when he said, “Whenever I find myself holding a grudge or hating anyone, I pray earnestly for that person.  By doing that, I am setting the old grudge or hate against a more powerful force, love.  This really works.  Try it and see.  Pray daily for the one that causes the friction, and the first thing you know, you will begin to love him.  Your whole attitude will be changed.

Very often, those who are usually complaining about a lack of love in others are usually failing in love themselves.  And, on the other hand, those who are really walking in love will tell you that they receive a thousand times more than they deserve.

I am told that the best way to get water out of a dry pump is to pour a little water in.  You may work at the handle until you are tired, and go away disgusted, complaining about the pump.  But if you were to pour a little water into, you would have a gushing stream coming out.  This is the way love works.  You cannot expect others around you to be loving while you are unloving.  Don’t look to the other person and condemn him.  Look to your own heart.

In Galatians 6:2 we read, Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.  Maybe the other person is unkind.  Possibly, you are right in your judgment that he is hard to love.  But you are not helping him by shunning him, by criticizing him, or by condemning him.  Your obligation is to help bear his burden.  In the measure that God gives you love, it becomes your responsibility to walk with the Lord.

Christians are known not so much by their actions, but by their reactions.  You recall the parable of the Pharisee and the publican.  As the Pharisee lifted all his merits before God, we notice this was not the problem with action for he said, I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess (Luke 18:11,12).  As far as rightful religious exercise was concerned, this man seemed to be at the head of the class.  But when it came to reaction, he failed completely, because Jesus said on another occasion, Woe unto you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!  For ye pay tithe of mint and anise and cumin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone (Matthew 23:23).  The Pharisees were strict adherents to a mixture of the law and tradition.  When necessary to show forth love, mercy, or grace, there was none to be found.  They were unkind to widows, selfish, and unloving.

How many traditionalists we have known in our churches who are strict adherents to the law but devoid of God’s love.  Some are so busy attending Bible classes that they have no time to help a sick neighbor.  In some cases, they even neglect to reveal sacrificial love to their own family because they are so busy running here and there “serving God,” as they say.  This is a poor misrepresentation of New Testament Christianity.  Paul wrote in Romans 13:8, Owe no man anything, but to love one another.  And in Galatians 5:22 he said, The fruit of the Spirit is love.  And in 1 John 4:7 we are told to love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.  Yes, love is the real test.

Do you know God?  If you do, you will be loving and kind.  If you are not loving and kind, it could be that you need to know God.  You can come to Him right now by asking Jesus Christ to come into your life and He will change your life.  Let Him do it, if you never have.
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