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Do all babies go to heaven if they die?  Since the Bible is clear on the subject of salvation, that a person must believe on Christ to go to heaven, what about babies who don’t have the ability to believe?  There are some matters about which the Scriptures appear to be strangely silent.  As to God’s way of salvation and the means to spiritual maturity and growth, there is no lack of subject matter.  But what about the child who dies in infancy with no possibility of deciding for Christ?  What happens to this child after death?

The Bible makes it clear that every one who dies goes either to heaven or hell.  Further, we are taught in the Scriptures that one’s entrance into heaven is based upon his reception of Jesus Christ into His life while on earth.  To neglect or reject this responsibility condemns one to eternal hell.  Could this also be said of babies who die?  Since the Scriptures do not speak directly on this subject, what then?  Are we left to speculate?  Not really.  Idle speculation can be awfully dangerous.

Some have tried to solve the mystery by water baptism, declaring that if a child is baptized he becomes a member of the body of Christ.  That sounds practical but, of course, there is no scripture to support it.  In fact there is not one scripture in all of the Bible that specifically commands the baptism of infants.  Also in the Bible, we are not told anywhere that children are baptized.  Thus, the baptism of the infant does not solve the problem as easily as some might think.

Someone else might say, “Well, I see no difficulty here because, after all, the child has not had a chance to commit sin.  Thus, being in a perfect body, he would go to heaven were he to die.  Such a view is also incorrect because the Scripture make it clear that every child born into this world is born in sin.  Ever since the fall of Adam every human has a sinful nature.  David said in Psalm 51:5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.  Paul wrote in Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.  All, as used here, would exclude no one.  So the little baby as well as the eighty-year-old man has a sinful nature.

To know God’s mind in this matter, I am convinced that we must consider the nature of God.  The God we worship is a God of love.  He is also a just God.  One thing is certain; He is not an unreasonable or unfair God.  We may not always understand His ways, but this does not suggest that He is being unfair.  He is all-wise, all- knowing, and all-powerful.  I suggest to you that it would be beyond the nature of God to consign a little baby to hell who has never had an opportunity to use his mental powers to believe on Christ.  God has established a moral universe.  All the immorality in it is the result of Satan and the sinful minds of degenerate men.  It appears to me that it would be immoral for a God of love and righteousness to consign an innocent baby to hell.  In my thinking, this would be a miscarriage of the justice of God.  Thus, I am willing to go on record in stating that babies are accepted into the presence of God on the basis of the atoning work of Jesus Christ, even though they are totally incapable of exercising personal faith in Him.

Someone may raise the question about those who are seriously retarded mentally, or the heathen who have never heard the Gospel.  Are they not to be considered in the same category as babies who die?  Regarding any of the mentally retarded who do not possess the ability to use their mental powers and believe on Christ, I would say, yes, just the same as babies.  Like the baby who has no possibility of belief, doubtless they will be accepted into heaven on the basis of Christ’s finished work.

But, in the case of the heathen, I believe that is a different story.  According to the Scriptures, and I would strongly suggest that you read Romans 1 very carefully, the heathen have rejected God’s self-revelation in nature and turned to religious substitutes, immoral relations, and all manner of evil.  It would seem from this passage of Scripture that those who have not heard the Gospel should not be placed in the same category with babies and those who are retarded, who are not able to act on the revealed truth.  

Let me add this further word about the heathen.  I believe if anyone is seriously concerned about the Lord and God’s way of salvation, somehow God will make the way clear to Him.  And the other thing is, you and I who are saved ought to be doing everything in our power to get the Gospel to those who have never yet had an opportunity to believe.  Dr. Oswald J. Smith used to say; “No one ought to hear the Gospel twice until everyone has heard the Gospel once.

The most important question of all is have you believed on the Lord Jesus Christ for your salvation?  While you may or may not be concerned about others and their salvation, let’s think about you for a minute or two.  Are you ready to meet God?  Should your life terminate within the next twenty-four hours, where would you go – heaven or hell?  You can know with certainty, for God has declared through his servant in Acts 16:31 Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.  Trust Christ, if you never have, and know the blessed assurance of belonging to God with the confidence of spending eternity with Him.
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