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All of us will agree that life has its hard spots.  But there is always someone who will help if we let Him.  He never fails, and He always does the very best that should be done.

Years ago, when King George VI of England visited the ruins of Britain’s heavily bombed cities, thousands turned out to see him, among them a group of school children.  After the king’s departure, one of the little boys was seen to be crying bitterly.  The teacher asked, “What is the matter?  Didn’t you see the king?”  “Yes, I saw him,” the boy answered, “but the king did not see me!”  If you know Jesus Christ as your Lord, there is never a moment that the King of Kings does not see you.

Sometimes in the hour of trial, we are prone to think that the Lord does not understand.  But such a thing cannot be.  We read in Psalm 34:15 that the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry.  How comforting it is to know that at no time does God ever turn His eyes from His people.  He knows and understands all about our heartaches.  Even more important is the fact that even though we are weak, God is always strong.  For this reason, we should trust Him completely.  Don’t let the evil one tempt you to doubt God for a moment.  

It could be that Gideon was tempted to doubt God when he was confronted by the Midianites.  Coming before the Lord, he confessed his inadequacy saying, Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? Behold, my family is poor in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house (Judges 6:15).  Encouraged by God’s promise of victory, Gideon responded to the difficult task that confronted him.  Thirty-two thousand followers rallied to his side.  Humanly speaking, it would seem that this number was pitifully inadequate to meet the one hundred thirty-five thousand Midianites.

God thoughts were just the opposite.  Thirty-two thousand Jewish warriors were too many.  He said, “The people that are with thee are too many for me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me (Judges 7:2).  The Lord was trying to teach Gideon the necessity of relying upon Him completely.  This was the only way he could possibly win the battle over the Midianites.  There was to be no possibility of dependence on human strength.  Thus, God chose to reduce the forces.  The courage test eliminated twenty-two thousand.  But the remaining ten thousand was still too many.  These were subjected to the drinking test and the ranks were decreased to three hundred eager and disciplined men.  Gideon faced the enemy outnumbered four hundred fifty to one.

Could anything be more ridiculous than this?  It looked like a hopeless task.  Even worse, instead of arming the small army with the most potent weapons, God ordered that their weapons should be fragile pitchers, flaming torches, and blaring trumpets.  Every law of military strategy seemed to be broken.  What was the result?  We read of the enemy in Judges 7:23 that all the host ran, and cried, and fled.  The inadequate numbers of men and equipment were more than compensated for by the mighty power of Almighty God.  The weakness of Gideon’s band became his weapon for victory.

Now let’s get the lesson.  Oftentimes, God strips us of all our human resources and power that we might lean on the everlasting arms.  It is so easy for us to look to ourselves and our few resources, while neglecting to trust the Lord.  How essential that we obey Proverbs 3:5,6 at all times.  Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.  All of us are guilty of the evil of pride.  We look to ourselves and glory in the flesh, rather than relying unreservedly upon the unlimited power of our great God.  It is for this reason that, oftentimes, the Lord must bring us low so that we might cry out to Him in complete dependence upon His all-sufficiency.  Isn’t it thrilling to know that whenever we do look to the Lord, confessing our weakness and trusting in His greatness, that He always intervenes?  It seems like we almost hear Him say, “I will help you.”

Thus, dear soul, why are you worried?  Is God not sufficient for your need?  Is there anything you need that God does not have?  Go to Jesus and tell Him all about it.  For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need (Hebrews 5:15,16).

Bring your empty pitchers.  Our Lord will fill them to overflowing.  Make haste; gather up your wants and bring them to the throne of grace.  Come with all your emptiness, your sorrows, and all your needs.  God will supply, for He loves you.

Possibly, you might be thinking, “If God loves me, why must I go through this heartbreak?”  Nowhere in the Bible does God tell us that true believers will not have sorrows in the Christian life.  But even our sorrows are not without divine intelligence.  No trial ever enters the life of the child of God without the love and mercy of the Lord.  No physician ever weighed out medicine to his patient with half so much care and exactness as God weighs out trials.  Never does He allow one grain too much to fall on the scale.  In 1 Corinthians 10:13 He assures us of this as He says, There hath no testing taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tested above that ye are able; but will with the testing also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.

At this very moment, the Lord knows all about your sorrow, and furthermore he wants to help you.  It makes no difference how strong the Devil may be in his attempt to bring you to defeat.  The arm of the Lord is sufficient.  Thus, look to Him and believe that He will see you through this dark hour.  Trust Him with unbroken confidence.  I guarantee you; He will not fail you.

If you are not a Christian, having never trusted in Jesus Christ, this is your greatest need.  And that is why I urge you to invite Christ to come into your life.  After He enters, things will change - but not until then.  You need the Savior.  Bow your head and say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner.  I want to be saved.  Come into my life right now.”  He will, and He will prove Himself to you.
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