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It has been several thousand years since Jesus commissioned His followers to go into all the world and proclaim the Gospel to everyone.  The job has not been completed yet.  Why not?

In a little church in the south of Ireland, every window but one is a painted glass.  Through that single exception may be seen a breathtaking view of a lovely lake in deepest blue, studded with green islands, and backed by range after range of beautiful hills.  The church of Jesus Christ needs one window on the world.  We need to get the far look, the missionary vision.  We need to see unsaved people in India, Africa, South America, and every corner of the earth.  We need a passion to reach those who need a Savior.  For some of us, every window is painted.  But we need one that will enable us to see out into the fields afar, that we might be aware of the needs of those who are lost and dying without Christ.

Jesus said in John 4:35, Look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.  To all of you who are Christians and listening to my voice, I say that we need a vision – a vision of lost and helpless people and perishing without Christ.  We have grown so cold to the claims of the unsaved.  We fail to recognize them in their pitiful plight.  Oh, that God would open our eyes and give us a vision that would enable us to see them with their great need of Christ.

During those stirring days when the evil forces were trying to exterminate The Reformation in Scotland, the calls of Protestant Christianity found in John Knox it’s most rigorous spokesman.  One night Knox left his study and walked with determination into the garden.  He was followed by a friend who overheard him cry out three times, with conviction and passion, “Give me Scotland or I die.”

I pray that you and I might have something of this holy concern that burned in the heart of John Knox to reach souls for Jesus Christ.  In Psalm 49:8 God says the redemption of their soul is precious.  Every soul is precious in the sight of God.  The Lord is not willing that any should perish.  He longs that those who are lost come to Him and be saved.

What about us?  Do we have this same compassion for the lost, or are we more interested in making money, in being comfortable, in satisfying the lusts of our flesh?  Regrettably, many Christians are more interested in these things.  Though someone told them about Christ, they have no concern about telling others.  Let us not forget, if we have come to the cross and trusted in our living Lord, our first and principle business as disciples of Jesus Christ is to give the Gospel to those who have never heard it.  If we cannot go in person, we should by all means inquire diligently as to what blood-mortgage there is on our properties in the interest of the lost.  It will go hard with us when the Lord comes to reckon with us if He finds our wealth hoarded up in needless accumulations instead of being carefully devoted to giving the Gospel to the lost.

Every penny we have within our possession belongs to God.  And if we are not using it wholly for the Lord our God, we are sinning against Him.  The Lord never overlooks sin in the believer.  We need to examine our assets to be sure they are not liabilities.  If a good percentage of our assets are not being invested in reaching the lost, they are indeed liabilities – a burden, a dead weight – keeping us from the high and noble purpose, which God has given to us.

It may be that you need a vision today.  You are clever, talented; you possess real ability.  But with all that God has given you, you never led a single person to Jesus Christ.  It is evident that your primary interest as a believer is not winning the lost – and yet it should be.  Listen to Daniel 12:3 And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars forever and ever.  The wise Christian is busy pointing the unsaved to Jesus Christ.  But before he will do this, he needs a vision, which only God can give.

What do I mean by vision?  A person with vision is one who sees before others see.  He sees more than others see and he sees more clearly than others see.  Why is it that you can name a half dozen or a dozen Christians that you have known about who seem to be doing so much more than thousands upon thousands of Christians are doing.  Can we not say that it is all because of a vision?  First, they have a vision of Christ.  They are committed fully to Him.  He is their Master; they have yielded to His control.  Because they have a vision of the risen, ascended, coming again Savior, they also have a vision of the millions that need Him.  As a result, they are doing something about it.  They realize that Jesus said in John 17:18 As thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.  They are living with purpose, that through them the lost will come to know Christ.  This should be the purpose of every believer.  If one gets a vision of Jesus Christ and sees Him as He is with all His grace and love, he should next get a vision of needy lives.

On a visit to Miss Jane Addams of the Hull House in Chicago IL, just a few months before her death, a noted minister asked Miss Adams, “What is the secret of your life?”  She answered, I looked up into the face of Jesus, and then I looked into the faces of these needy boys and girls, and I tried to bring them together.

I do not believe this could have been said any better.  This is the message I am trying to convey to you today.  If we really get a glimpse of Him who died for us and gave His all that we might live, then we shall see those who need Him and we shall be spending our time, our talents, and our money in an effort to bring them together.

Have you been wasting valuable time that might well have been invested in giving your testimony or teaching a class of boys or girls at your church, or having a Child Evangelism class in your home?  Believer in Christ, put first things first.  Do you live in abundance while giving a mere pittance to God?  Begin to sacrifice for those who need the Savior.  It may be that you ought to look up to the Lord and say, “Lord Jesus, give me a vision.  May I see you as I should, and then put within my heart a concern for the lost.”

It could be that you have never definitely received Christ.  The Bible says, Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaketh.  If we have had a real experience with God and we have Jesus in the heart, we are going to speak about Him.  Think about it.  If you have never taken Christ into your life, do it right now.
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