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When one comes to Christ, there needs to be genuine repentance.  This involves not only breaking with an old master, but also giving full allegiance to a new leader.  In other words, there should be a distinct change of heart and life.  

In 2 Corinthians 5:14,15 we read, For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead: And that He died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them, and rose again.  God makes it very clear here that those who are outside of Christ are spiritually dead.  Their immediate need is to be born again that they might become possessors of spiritual life.  The very moment that one receives Christ, he is made alive by the power of God.  As a seal of this transaction, God sends His Holy Spirit to live in that one forever.

What should follow this miraculous event?  Is the one who receives the new life supposed to go out and live in the ways of the old life? – Not at all.  In 2 Corinthians 5:17 we see that anyone who is born again by the power of God becomes a new creature.  We are told in verse 15 how the child of God should live.  They which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them, and rose again.  We are to live for Jesus Christ.  In fact, if one professes to have experienced the New Birth and he does not live for Christ, it is quite obvious that his commitment to Christ was unreal.

If you are a Christian, what is your objective in life?  I wonder if it will be said of you, after your few years on this earth are terminated, that you lived for Christ.  Or will it be said that you lived for your business, or you lived to make money, or you lived to be a great preacher, or you lived to build a big church.  If this is true of you, you have missed God’s best altogether.  There ought to be one descriptive phrase for every believer – He lived for Jesus Christ.  

In the verses from 2 Corinthians 5, we see that this is one of the purposes for which Christ died.  Not only did He die to save us but also He died that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him which died for them, and rose again.  We owe ourselves, and everything we are and have, to God.  We were spiritually dead, without God and without hope.  But when we trusted in Christ, He gave us new life.  Really, it is not our life, but His.  This is why we should live for Him.

In Romans 12:1 Paul says it is our reasonable service.  God is not asking us to do anything which is not reasonable.  He gave all for us in the person of His Son.  Why should not we, who profess to love Him, give all for Him?

I recall the saint of God who had a very serious operation.  The doctors had just about given him up.  For several days, he was extremely close to the door of death.  But he recovered and lived for some years after.  He was so grateful for his miraculous recovery and for the privilege of living longer that he used to say to friends, as he would recount the difficult days following his surgery, I am now living on borrowed time.

Perhaps you have had made a similar statement, or you have heard other people declare that they were living on borrowed time.  May I say to you, if you are a child of God, whether you realize it or not, we are all living on borrowed time.  We deserved to die years ago because of our sin.  But by the grace of God He quickened us and made us alive.  He made us new creatures in Christ and gave us everlasting life.  It is not our time but His, and He has entrusted it to us, not to live henceforth for ourselves but to live for Him, who died and rose again.

David realized this when He declared in Psalm 31:15 My times are in thy hand.  Our time is not in our own hands to squander or to waste.  Time is one of the most valuable commodities in the world, especially in the life of one who declares that he loves Jesus.  This is why Paul stressed the fact in Ephesians 5:16 of redeeming the time – that is, making full use of it.  Don’t abuse it but use it, because in reality it is not ours but His.  We have it on loan that we might use our time to the fullest advantage to the glory of God.

What does Paul mean by the statement that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves?  Simply, that we should be brought under the control of God.  The entire man - body, soul, and spirit - should honor Christ as Lord of all.  Our wills, our words, our works should be such that they are submissive in every sense of the word to Jesus Christ.  Harshness, criticism, unkindness, laziness, impetuosity will all be overcome.  And as we become submissive to Christ, we get real victory in our lives.  We shall then be able to say with the Apostle Paul in the words of Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.  When this is the case, God will work miracles in us and through us.  We shall witness His power, as we have never known it before.  It will no longer be a burden to be a Christian, but a blessing every minute of the day.  But it all comes down to living for Christ – no longer living for ourselves, but for Him. 

Now the important question - For whom are you living?  If you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, are you living for Christ or for yourself?  Maybe you have to say, “I’m living for both.”  That is impossible.  This is not the purpose for which Christ died and rose again.  He paid the price that you might have complete victory in your life, and He wants to give you that victory.  If the Son of God is not reigning in and through you, will you at this moment bow your head and say, “Lord Jesus, I bow in humble obedience to your will as I give you the right of way to my life.”  God will hear you and He will respond to this desire.  Then follow through.  Spend time with Him in prayer, not only once a day but frequently throughout the day.  Read, study, and memorize God’s Word.  Share you faith with other people.  Be a witness for the Lord Jesus.  Live for Him. 

If you are not a child of God, I urge you to turn to Him right now.  Don’t miss God’s best for you.  Open your heart to Christ and say, “Lord Jesus, I want to be saved and have everlasting life.”  God is willing to do great things for you, but you must be willing to let Him do it.  Are you ready?  I hope you are.  Right now, ask Christ to come into your life.

Glad Tidings, Inc.  P.O. Box 18824  Charlotte  NC  28218

