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There are many miserable and unhappy people in the world.  One reason is that some of them are bearing a grudge of one kind or another.  An unforgiving spirit can result in severe emotional and physical harm.  

One of the most solemn warnings the Lord Jesus gave His disciples had to do with an unforgiving spirit toward those who offend us.  In Matthew 6:14,15 He declared For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.  This warning explains many of the sorrows that are experienced by Christians.  Have you not seen Christians stumbling through life, unhappy and disappointed, with few if any friends, instead of bubbling over with joy and living in the sweet comfort of Christian love and fellowship?  What is the reason?  It is not hard to see.  They have been unforgiving towards others.  They are reaping the results of their sowing.  Jesus said, With what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again (Matthew 7:2).

Do you recall the instance when Peter asked the question Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Till seven times? (Matthew 18:21)  In Matthew 18:22 Jesus said unto him, I say not unto thee, until seven times; but, until seventy times seven. 

Then our Lord went on to tell Peter about a certain king who had a day of reckoning with some of his servants who owed him money.  One of them owed him ten thousand talents.  Because he would not pay, the king ordered that the servant should be sold, along with his wife and children and all that he had, so payment could be made to the king.  But the servant fell down and worshipped the king saying Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all.  The king was moved and he forgave the man of the entire debt.

The Lord Jesus went on to say that this same servant who had been forgiven, found one of his fellow servants who owed him an hundred pence.  He demanded that the servant pay the money immediately.  But the servant was unable to pay.  The debtor fell down on his knees and begged his creditor to give him a little time, assuring him that he would pay all.  What did his creditor do?  Forgive him like the king had done?  No!  He had him arrested and put in prison until he could pay the debt.

When the king heard about this, he had the selfish and covetous servant brought before him and said, “I forgave you all that debt.  Should you not have had compassion on your fellow servant and forgiven him in the same manner?”  We are told that the king became very angry and made this man pay everything.

Jesus went on to say, So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses (Matthew 19:35).  Friends, we need to take these words to heart. 

First of all, realize that the Lord has forgiven you and me of all our sins if we believed on His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  He will never hold anything against us.  We are forgiven completely.  The sin debt is fully cancelled by His grace.  How wonderful is the mercy of God.  But what does this mean?  It means that we who are God’s servants must in the same way forgive anyone who offends us.  If we hold grudges or we are unkind, we may be sure God will judge us for it.  This is what Jesus said So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother his trespasses.
I have heard people say, “I will forgive, but I won’t forget.”  If a thing is not forgotten, it is not forgiven.  There are others who say, “I just can’t forgive this person.  He has treated me terribly.”  May I remind you of how our Lord Jesus was treated before they nailed Him to the cross?  You know all about the torment and the anguish He suffered at the hands of wicked and cruel persecutors.  What were the first words He spoke from the cross?   You can read them in Luke 23:34 Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.  Do you know Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord?  Are you one of His followers?  Then you are expected to forgive and to forget.  Don’t ruin your testimony because of an unforgiving spirit.  Do not lose the blessing God has for you by bearing a grudge.

When Leonardo de Vinci was painting his great masterpiece, which the world knows today as The Last Supper, he became quite angry with a certain man.  He lashed at him with hot and bitter words and threatened the man with vengeance.  When the renowned painter returned to his canvas and began to paint the face of Jesus, he found himself so perturbed and disquieted, he could not compose himself for the delicate work before him.  Not until after he sought out the man and asked his forgiveness did he find himself in possession of the inner calm which enabled him to give to the Master’s face the tender and delicate expression he so well knew it must have.

The conscientious Christian knows how necessary this it.  It demands humility to ask forgiveness, doesn’t it?  But if you want to be a Spirit-filled Christian, a happy Christian, living in the will of God, it should be done.  God will give you the grace to do it if you will trust Him for it.

It may be that I am speaking to someone at this moment who has never realized God’s desire to forgive you of all your sins. It is hard for the human mind to conceive that God is good enough to forgive us of everything, but He is.  Twenty-six times in Psalm 136 God declares that His mercy endureth forever.  Indeed it does.  He is unchanging in His grace and mercy toward those who come to Him with repentant hearts, willing to turn from their sin to the living Christ and believe on Him.

Thus, I beg of you, if you have never realized what Christ has done for you on the cross in the giving of His life that you might live, that just now you will give thought to this tremendous sacrifice.  Bow your head and invite Jesus Christ to become your Savior and Lord.  He will receive you if you will ask Him to save you for eternity.  He graciously forgives all sin.

Let Him do this for you.  Start life anew.  Begin with a clean slate, allowing God to blot out all of the past.  Let Him prove to you what He can do.  Just now, receive Christ as your very own.  And if you are a believer, bearing a grudge, get victory through Christ.  Just claim His forgiveness.  Tell Him that you are sorry and you are going to do something about it.  And then go to that one or go to those people, get things straightened out as quickly as you can.  God will bless you for it.  You will never regret it.
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