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God not only provided for our salvation in the person of His Son Jesus Christ, He made it possible that ever after we might live with victory over sin.  Defeat is not necessary in the Christian life.  We can live on the victory side, regardless of the consequences.

The Apostle Paul speaks of a truth in Romans 6:6 that few Christians seem to experience.  He says, Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.  Then, in verse 11 he writes Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Very simply, Paul is saying, “Since Christ died on the cross for us, and because we have believed on Christ and are identified with that death, we should consider ourselves dead to the appeals of sin.  Judicially, we are dead in Christ and have the right in Him to overcome any temptation or sin.

It is not necessary for the believer to yield to sin because he has an Adam nature, he possesses the power of Christ within which is overcoming power.  So when Satan appeals to us through the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life we re to reckon ourselves to be dead indeed unto sin.  As we do, Christ gives all the strength needed to overcome.

During the Civil War in the United States, a young man volunteered to take the place of his father who, in spite of a large family, had been drafted.  The young man was accepted and went out to the battlefield in his father’s place.  Not long after, however, the thoughtful volunteer was wounded in battle and later died.  Some months after that, the representatives of the government came again to the father to draft him for the purpose of war.  He resisted saying, “I have died.”  The officers looked at each other and smiled.  They thought he was out of his mind.  But he persisted, urging them if they were in any doubt to consult the government’s war record.  This they did, only to find that the father, according to the official records, had indeed died on the field of battle.  He had died in the person of his son who took his place on the battlefield.  The father’s claim was considered legitimate and he was never approached again.  To all intents and purposes, this man’s judicial standing before the claims of his government was that of one who had died in the fulfillment of his duty.  He was free; he had died in the person of his representative.

Sin makes its claims on every believer.  The world and its lusts would sweep us into the depths of its filth.  The old flesh nature would enslave us still.  Considering all this, we might say with Paul O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this death? (Romans 7:24).  In spite of all or our efforts, we find sin to be powerful and in some cases victorious.  As a destructive demon, pride still confronts us on every turn.  What are we to do?  Are we to live in this defeat, which is nothing more than hypocrisy?   Haven’t we prayed, read our Bibles, and tried to do the best we could?  And still the enemy gains entry.  Is what we are reading in the Bible really true?  Does Christ, as He said in Matthews 28:18, possess all power in heaven and in earth?  Need we go through this life of despair not knowing the reality of Christ’s victory?  Maybe we have overlooked the needed element.  Mere resistance on the part of the father to turn away the claims of the government on his life would have been useless.  What did avail?  - An appeal to his judicial standing as one who had died in the death of his representative.

We must understand that self cannot overcome self.  Sin is too much for any of us.  Self-effort always fails.  It only plunges us into worse defeat.  It is Christ who is our strength.  What am I speaking about? - A moment-by-moment dependence on the Son of God who is our only refuge in the face of sin.  Jesus Christ does have all the power.  He is not dead, but alive, to work through you and me as we permit Him to work.  Thus, Paul says, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin but alive unto God.  Realize that when Jesus Christ died on the cross, you were there with Him if you trusted in Him.  When He was buried, you were buried.  When He rose again, you arose from the dead.  You are alive.

In the opening verses of Romans 6 Paul says, What shall we say then?  Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?  God forbid.  How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?  Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  What are we told here?  We are to walk in newness of life.

“But, I have tried,” you say.  Stop trying – trust.  Trust the living Christ.  Depend upon Him fully, knowing that there are no limits with Him.  Consider yourself to be dead, but at the same time alive in Christ.  What I am saying demands full and unconditional commitment to the control of the Son of God.

If you have not yet surrendered yourself to Christ’s control, even though you are a Christian, you will be defeated in many areas of your life.  And as a defeated Christian you will be a useless Christian.  In order for Christ to act on the outside, we must allow Him to act on the inside.  Unless He is allowed to act on the inside, it is impossible to serve Him effectually.  So, I say to you, just surrender it all to Jesus Christ.  Let Him have full possession of you.

And if you have never definitely received Him into your life as your Savior and Lord, friend, I beseech you to make this decision right now.  Let the Son of God become your Savior from sin, and you will receive this new life He made possible for you through His death, burial, and resurrection.  Ask the Lord to come into your life and live through you, and He certainly will do just that.  This is the time to make your decision for him.
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