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Do you happen to be facing an uncertain future that has you fearful and upset?  You situation seems to be impossible with no solution in sight.  I would like to make a few suggestions.

Do you ever get confused to the extent of even wondering why you are here?  Maybe at this moment you are facing one of the most difficult situations of your life.  Already you have been smitten by dozens of temptations.  I don’t know if you have ever received Jesus Christ, but I assure you if you have, you may rest in the confidence that since nothing is too hard for God, all things are possible for you.  Don’t you even think of giving up.  Hang in there because God is not confused and if you belong to Him, you need not be either.

At a time like this, there are three things you should do. You can read about them in 1 Thessalonians 5:16,17,18.  First, Rejoice evermore.  Second, Pray without ceasing.  Third, In everything give thanks.  And then we have this added word, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.

Did you get hold of these?  First, rejoice.  When?  Evermore – right now, tomorrow, every day.  Rejoice in the Lord.  Rejoice in the midst of your trial.  God will undertake.  You must rest in Him.  Secondly, pray.  How?  Without ceasing.  Take everything to God.  Don’t try to bear the weight of it on your own shoulders.  It will drive you into the ground.  Psalm 37:5 says Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass.  Turn it over to God.  And then, thirdly, give thanks.  For what?  Everything.  You say, “If you knew what I am going through, you wouldn’t tell me to give thanks.”  Probably not.  But God tells us to give thanks.  Why?  Because He has a plan, and somehow, some way, God is going to be glorified in this plan.  His name will be honored.  Believe me, dear friend.  Start praising the Lord.  Don’t allow the devil to defeat you.  Give thanks in everything.  1 Thessalonians 5:16 –18;  put it down.  You may not remember it, and you will probably need it.  Rejoice, pray, give thanks.  I don’t know of any better way to face the trials of life than this.  

God hasn’t forgotten you.  It may seem like He has, but He is in touch with you every move.  Don’t get discouraged.  Don’t try to figure it all out.  Keep reminding yourself that the Lord has the situation under control.  Your responsibility is to wait on Him.  While you wait, spend much time in the Scriptures.  Read the Psalms through in an hour like this.  As you do, take hold of God’s promises.  Don’t expect more than he has promised, but you can certainly expect all that He has promised.  You will get needed help and consolation from the Word of God as you allow Him to speak to your heart.

All of us need to remind ourselves that there is good in every trial.  One thing we often realize in the midst of disappointment is our lack of spiritual depth.  It is easy to praise God, pray, and give thanks when all is going our way.  But when the tide turns, what happens then.  If we become distraught and disturbed, there is possibly a spiritual need.  Now, it is one thing to have a spiritual need, but it is another thing to recognize that we have it.  If we recognize that we have a spiritual need, then we are in a position to seek help.  That is why I say, oftentimes God has to show us in trial that we do have a spiritual need.  It is hard to discover it any other way.  Thus, there is real value in the trials of life.  They bring us face to face with the reality of our own spiritual emptiness.  You see, if we are filled up with ourselves, God cannot fill us with Himself.  Trials often bring us to the place where we sense that we have been trying to do things in the energy of the flesh, and suddenly we find ourselves helpless in the flesh.  

There is nothing wrong with spiritual poverty if we recognize it and choose to do something about it.  For it is the hungry soul that God fills with good things.  The Psalmist evidenced this when he said in Psalm 40:17 I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: thou art my help.  First, you see, he came to the end of himself, acknowledging his spiritual impoverishment – I am poor and needy.  He didn’t stop there.  He turned to the Lord with a confidence that the Lord thinketh upon me.  And then, in complete submission he cried out, thou art my help.  This is a good order to follow.  I recommend it for you.  Recognize your own inability to help the situation.  Consider the goodness of God, and then call upon Him to fill you with Himself.  You won’t have to agonize, you won’t have to plea; He will respond immediately.  Then, according to 2 Corinthians 5:7 walk by faith, not by sight.
Don’t expect things to turn out like you think they should or like you wish they would.  Seek God’s perfect will.  And as you walk by faith, rejoice, pray, and give thanks.  If you do, the world around you will take on color.  God will make Himself known to you in a way in which you have never known Him before.  Instead of fear, you will have faith; instead of gloom, grace; instead of worry, the word.  Believe God.  Satan has been plaguing you with doubts and fears.  Believe God.  Put your trust where it belongs.  It is astounding to consider the number of people who have been misguided when they failed to look to God.

There are numerous instances mentioned in the Bible.  In Amos 6:1 they trusted in the mountain of Samaria.  In Psalm 20:7 we are told that some trusted in chariots and in horses.  How deluded people can be when they fail to trust the Lord.  In Psalm 146:3 some trusted in princes.  In Jeremiah 7:8 some trusted in lying words.  In Isaiah 42:17 others trusted in images.  In Jeremiah 48:7 still others trusted in their own works.  In Proverbs 28:26 some trusted in their own hearts.  There is only one in whom we can fully trust.  That is the Lord Jesus himself.  

In Psalm 2:12 we are told, Blessed are all they that put their trust in Him.

Is your trust really in the Lord?  Or are you saying, “Well, I got out of something worse than this one time and I think I can get out of this all right without the Lord.”  Don’t you be deceived.  Puny flesh is of no avail.  It is the all-sufficient God we need, the one who possesses all knowledge and all power.

Do you know Christ as your Savior and Lord?  If not, you need Him in your life.  You can’t do a thing without Him.  You need Jesus Christ the Son of God who died for you and rose again to transform your life and give you victory through His power.  Trust in Him right now.  Let Him become your Savior and Lord.
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