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After one becomes a Christian, he should have a change of heart in many ways.  A person is never the same if he is really converted.

I want to direct your attention to Romans 13:11-14 where the theme of effectual living is presented.  These verses readily suggest four things.  First, when the Christian should arise; second, what the Christian should wear; third, how the Christian should walk; and fourth, what the Christian should desire.  And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.  The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.  Weymouth in his translation says, Knowing the critical period in which we are living, and that it is now high time to rouse yourself from sleep, for salvation is nearer to us than when we first became believers, that night is far advanced and day is about to dawn.

We are living in a critical period, as the Word of God makes clear.  On every hand we see political, economic, and physical instability.  At the same time, consider the apostasy that in prevalent in some of our churches.  Ministers are denying the fact that the Bible is the infallible Word of God; while at the same time some of them are condoning immoral practices.

This is a very sad state.  But it has all been prophesied in the Bible, hasn’t it?  God has said that the second coming of Christ will be preceded by a falling away first.  Evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived, the Bible says.  The world conditions in which we find ourselves now point to the sure return of the Son of God.  As Paul said, The night is far spent, the day is at hand.  Yes, the day is about to dawn when the daystar shall arise and the Son of Man shall come to earth to rule and reign.  Because of this, you and I need to get out of the bed of spiritual lethargy.  It is now high time to rouse yourselves from sleep, as Paul said.  We are to get up and get going for God.

We must put away selfish interests and purposes and invest our time and money in the winning of the lost to Jesus Christ, for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.  The word rouse as used by Weymouth in his translation of the text means to jump briskly or sharply out of bed.  We have overslept.  We must get up in a hurry and begin to live for God.  We have been sleeping too long.  God says, Be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58).  When should the Christian arise?  Right now!  We are already late in carrying the Gospel to every creature.

Secondly, what should the Christian wear?  Paul says in verse 12, Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.  The word darkness here really refers to nightclothes, and light has to do with day clothes.  This is something we do every day of our lives, isn’t it?  In the morning we put off the nightclothes and put on the day clothes.  This should also be true in our spiritual experience.  But be sure, until we put off the nightclothes of sin, we can never put on the day clothes of the holiness of God.

Many there are in our churches, trying to put on the day clothes when they have never gotten right with God and let the Lord clean up their sinful lives.  They are still immoral, unkind, selfish, bitter, and caustic.  When they go to church on Sunday, they put on a false piety, but they lack the holiness of God.

We read in 1 Thessalonians 4:7, God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.  We are to be holy men and women for God.  This demands the putting away of sin and the receiving of the holiness of Christ himself.  Our Lord has said Be ye holy, for I the Lord thy God am holy.  We are to receive His holiness, which is more than the outward veneer of self-righteousness.  Through and through we need to become children of light, putting away sin and glorifying Christ in our lives.

We read in 1 Thessalonians 5:23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  This is God’s call to every believer.

Thirdly, how should the Christian walk?  Here it is in verse 13.  God says, Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying.  The word honestly as used here is really the word becomingly.  We are to be witnesses to the glory of God by our lives, walking becomingly.  Jesus said, Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven (Matthew 5:16).   We are being scrutinized by the world.  Let us walk in a manner that becomes Christ.

Shortly after I became a Christian I read this verse.  I thought to myself, why would Paul write to Christians and tell them to walk becomingly, not living in rioting and drunkenness.  Having been a Christian now for many years, I know why he wrote it.  I have seen all kinds of people, some living in known sin who profess to be Christians.  You see, the flesh is so weak.  Paul assures us that if one is a true believer, he will not be walking in rioting and drunkenness, or in chambering and wantonness.  He will not be mastered by the lust of the flesh, that is the works of darkness, which are forbidden by the seventh commandment.  Adultery and fornication are in the Apostle’s mind here as forbidden for the believer.

Next, he says we are to walk free from strife and jealously.  Many lives have been wrecked by these evils.  We are to be a peaceful, God-fearing, and God-loving people, loving each other. 

The Apostle sums things up by telling us what a Christian should desire.  He says, put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof.  Clothe yourselves with Christ.  Make no provision for the selfish flesh.  The ultimate desire for every believer should be to glorify Jesus Christ every day of his life, that Christ may be magnified in my life, whether it be by life or by life.  Regardless of what people say or think, Christ should be supreme.

Is He supreme in your life?  He is coming back again, you know.  And He is coming back soon, I do believe.  Will you be ready to meet Him?  Do you know Him?  Do you love Him?  Is He Lord of your life?  

Have you ever really invited Him into your heart and life?  Do you know Him as your Savior from sin?  If not, don’t delay.  Now is the time to get right with God.  Bow your head and say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner.  I know I need you, and right now, I am ready to decide for You, Lord.  I turn it all over to You and receive You as my Savior and Lord.  God will come into your life and will change your life, and you will get into the blessed life, which you only find in Christ.
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