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Often I hear church people lamenting the awful conditions of the world around them – immorality, drugs, alcoholism, murder, and crime.  True, it is all out there; but the question is what are we Christians doing to improve things?

The events of the day suggest very strongly that the return of Jesus Christ to earth to rule and reign is not far distant.  We are told in the Bible that believers are to watch and be ready.  But what is often overlooked is the fact that not only are we to watch, but we are to work.  Jesus said in Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.  This job remains to be completed.  Not all in the world have heard the Gospel as yet.  So realize, we not only have a blessed hope but a present obligation.

It is hard to conceive of the apathy and indifference that exists today among people, relative to the needs of others.  Perhaps you read the report of the man who had been run over on a freeway, not only once, but again and again by oncoming cars.  Finally, one man stopped and pulled the body off the highway.  Then he went on, without notifying the authorities or calling for help.

Then there was the girl who was threatened by two men as she clung to a guy wire fastened to a telephone pole, shrieking for help.  So tightly did she grip the wire, that bits of her flesh were found on the wire.  There were several people around, but no one offered to help.  Her assailants finally dragged her into a car and drove off.  The next day, her body was found floating in a river.

It is hard for me to believe that humans are so indifferent toward the needs of others.  And yet, this is a fact, not only in the world around us but also in our churches.  There is little compassion for the lost and little concern to see the spiritual and physically needy brought to Christ.

Many Christians are living for themselves, busily engaged in their daily routine, buying things and living comfortably with no real burden for the lost.  What a tragedy, that though millions are crying aloud for help spiritually, we are going on our way while wasting our money on so much trash and garbage that will soon prove worthless.  We need to get our eyes on heaven.  We are strangers and pilgrims passing through this life.  We need to realize that someday we shall meet the Lord.  The question is, will we hear Him say, “Well done, though good and faithful servant.”  Or will it be “worthless servants” because we have lived for self and the flesh with no real concern to reach the lost for Christ.

When we consider the thousands and thousands of dollars being wasted in this land of ours, it is certainly pathetic as we realize also the vast need among lost humanity.  It is reported on good authority that one branch of the federal government spent thousands of dollars to find out what happens to automobile drivers who stop suddenly in traffic.  The task was given to a research corporation and the results were embodied in a pamphlet entitled, Driver Reaction Patterns in Struck from Behind Accidents.  The man who wrote the report came up with the startling conclusion that motorists who stop suddenly in traffic are more apt to be hit from behind than those who do not.  Imagine that!  When I read this I though to myself, tens of thousands of dollars just to find out what we already know.  What a ridiculous waste.

But, lest we be too critical of this incident, let’s think of the waste in our own lives.  What kind of job are we doing relative to what Jesus said in Mark 16:15?  Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.  In a smaller way – but in some cases it would not be smaller – we are wasting money about as rapidly and as foolishly as the incident I just described.

I appeal to those of you who have claimed Jesus Christ as your own to recognize that the time is short.  The return of the Lord is drawing nigh.  But God says before this time the Gospel must be published among all nations (Mark 13:10).  Consider this truth.  We find it also in Luke 24:47.  God says And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached to all nations.  

Many centuries ago God declared in Psalm 96:3 Declare His glory among the heathen, his wonders among all people.  No one is to be excluded from this Gospel of light and life.

I appeal to the young people who are listening to me today.  What do you plan to do with your life?  Some of you claim to be Christians.  Are you content to merely live, or are you concerned that you live with purpose?

At a missionary conference, a young lady arose and addressed this question to a missionary.  How can a person know if he or she is called to be a missionary?  The missionary replied, “I do not believe in a call.  I believe in a command.”

What did the missionary mean?  Was he being curt?  What did Jim Elliott mean when he said, “We don’t need a call, we need a kick in the pants”?  There are many Christians who contend that they must have some kind of special call to be a missionary.  Yet, they don’t seem to need a special call when choosing a vocation other than missionary work.  It is totally inconsistent to say we need a call to become a missionary but we don’t need one to become an automobile mechanic, a farmer, a secretary, or whatever.  Do we live to do the will of God in everything?  Or do we keep God out of most things?

What does the Bible really teach about a missionary call?   Does one have to have some kind of a special call, or is it simply a matter of obedience to God’s will?  I am quite confident that if you will be fair with yourself and with the Scriptures, as well as God, you will have to admit that the call is found in the words of the Lord Jesus Christ, Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.  Now, this is personal; it is addressed to you and me who know the Lord.  This is the responsibility of every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  How regretful that many in our churches are not going.  We have our church services and expect all the people to come, and when they don’t come we get disturbed and excited.

Here is what Dr. George B. Duncan of Scotland said, “The attitude of the church today seems to be to sit within its four walls and to complain that the outsider won’t come.”  Nowhere in the Word of God do we find any suggestion that the outsider will come, nor that he should come.  Indeed, the emphasis seems to lie in another direction altogether.  The command of Jesus Christ, not the call, the command of Jesus Christ to the church is Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.  While the church complains that people don’t come, God can very justifiably complain that the people in the church don’t go.

If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, I appeal to you to examine your own heart and life to see if you are doing your best to reach the lost and dying souls with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  This will cost you money; it will cost you time; it will cost you time on your knees, praying; it will cost you yourself.  But this is what Jesus told us to do.  And when we have completed the job, the Bible says the end will come.
It may be that you are not a Christian. I urge you before it is too late to think about Jesus Christ.  What are you thinking about?  - business, making money, your home, your family, getting a new car?  Those things are all going to pass away.  It is Christ who will continue, and those who love Him.

So, I beg of you to consider your own soul’s salvation.  How does a person get saved?  The Bible says very simply, believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved (Acts 16:31) – right then and there.  And God is saying to you at this moment, Come unto me all ye that are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  What a promise, and what a marvelous rest He gives when we turn to Him and our sins are all forgiven, and we are made new creatures in Christ.  Enter into this blessed experience right now by saying, “Yes, Jesus, I come, just as I am.  I’m not going to clean up; I’m not going to patch up.  I come, just as I am to receive you as the Lord of my life.  And God will change your life.  You will become a new creation in Jesus Christ.
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