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When you present a gift to someone, it becomes his or her possession immediately.  If you have presented our body a living sacrifice to God, you are His possession entirely.  You don’t give Him a part of your life; it is all or nothing.

In Leviticus 20:26 God says, And ye shall be holy unto me: for I the Lord am holy, and have severed you from other people, that ye should be mine.  Every follower of the Lord should realize that he belongs to the Lord.  He is not his own to live his life any way he chooses.  He is God’s possession.  Because of this, God has a right to demand a life of holiness.  

One of the tragedies of our modern age, with wickedness on every hand, is to see the sorrowful way Christians are compromising.  When we compromise with evil, we loose our effectiveness for God.  Jesus said in Matthew 5:13, Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savor, wherewith shall it be salted? It is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.  When the believer compromises with sin and worldliness, he looses his effectiveness.  He has no testimony and, consequently, he fails in his witness for God. 

How many there are who labor under the delusion that by making friends with the ungodly and sharing with there practices, they are being effective for God?  There are those far more concerned about making a good impression on the world than they are to leave a good testimony for Christ.  We see this all the time.  The attitude seems to be – Get chummy with Sodom and hobnob with Rome.  The Apostle Paul was not known for achieving a dialog with Caesar.  We don’t remember John the Baptist because of his success in establishing communication with Herod.  It would seem that so many in our present day are far more concerned about being guests in Herod’s palace than they are with being prisoners in Herod’s jail.  There is one word that describes it all, and that is compromise: an unwillingness to take a stand for Jesus Christ, irrespective of the cost.

God’s call to His people is Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty (2 Corinthians 6:17,18).  I am not suggesting that because we are followers of Christ we have to carry a chip on our shoulder, ready to argue or fight at the drop of a hat.  As believers, we must never be unkind or disrespectful.  We are to be ladies and gentlemen under all circumstances.  But without question, we are not to compromise with people for the sake of saving our own necks or establishing friendships.  We are God’s possessions.  Peter says in his first epistle But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that he should show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvelous light (I Peter 2:9).  Wherever we are, whatever the situation, our first obligation is to bear testimony for Jesus Christ.  There must be a willingness to lay aside anything in our lives that will hinder this testimony.

We cannot expect to sit up half the night and watch the late show and then arise early in the morning to search the Scriptures for God’s message.  If we compromise with the world, we shall have no desire to study God’s Word.  The hearts and minds of many believers are barren for this very reason.  Child of God, have you come to the realization that you are not your own, you are the Lord’s?

The familiar words of 1 Corinthians 6:19 say this so clearly.  What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?  Our Redeemer, Christ Jesus the Lord, purchased us out of the slave market of sin.  Verse 20 states For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.   Our obligation as believers is not to make a mark in the world; it is to bear witness to the Son of God.  To do this, Jesus Christ must be Lord of our lives.  This involves not only one commitment, but dozens and dozens of commitments all along our pilgrimage journey on this earth.

Because you went forward in a church service and said yes to Jesus Christ doesn’t mean that your transaction was completed.  Salvation was completed, yes, that is true; you became a child of God.  But as the Spirit of the Lord speaks to your heart, day by day, from His Word through reading and the teachings of God’s servants, you will sense that there are areas in your life that have never yet been opened to the Son of God.  You may be totally committed to Christ as far as you understand at this moment, but as you mature in faith and grow in the knowledge of Jesus Christ, you will sense the fact that there is still work to be done.

There was a gentleman who had a hobby of collecting old books.  While a guest in a friends home one evening, he noticed quite a few books on the shelf and began to browse through them.  In doing so, he discovered a rare book.  On mentioning this to his friend the response was, “You’re welcome to it.  I have no need for it.  Take it.”  He accepted the gift with gratitude.  Three weeks later he received an envelope with three yellowed and worn pages from the book he had been given with a note attached saying, “These pages belong to you.  While cleaning up my library, I found these three pages that had fallen from the book I gave you.  Now you have the entire book.”  In a sense, this is the way we come to Christ.  We give ourselves to the Lord entirely, as far as we know.  But as we grow in our understanding and experience of Christ, we do a little housecleaning from time to time.  Often, we discover other things to be turned over to the Lord.  More and more we come to know the completeness of a surrendered life.

I wonder, dear friend, if your life is totally committed to Jesus Christ at this moment.  Do you realize, as you should that you are wholly His?  Is Jesus Christ Lord, or are there some areas that need to be turned over to Him at this moment?  You belong to Him; why not give it all over to Him.  Let Christ have His perfect way.

If you have never received Jesus as your sin-bearer, now is the time to do it.  Begin a better life right this moment.  Let Jesus Christ become Savior and Lord.  You will be eternally grateful.  And I encourage you to bow your head and make your decision just simply by saying “Jesus, I know I am a sinner but I realize that you died for my sins and at this very moment I claim you as my Savior and Lord.”  And Christ will enter your heart.
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