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Has it been necessary for you to be around a complainer?  That is not very enjoyable, is it?  It gets to you after a while, doesn’t it?  A complainer misses so much in life, seeing only the shadows and never the sunshine.

A farmer was telling someone, though he always put several barrels of good apples in his cellar in the fall, he never saw any good ones after that.  His wife was extremely frugal, and each day she would pick out the spotted or rotten apples and put them on the table.  Though the farmer worked hard to produce good fruit, when it came to eating, he only saw the bad fruit.

All of us have met people who never seem to come up with the good, but only the bad.  When they talk about other people, they usually pick out the flaws and ignore the good points.  No matter what they discuss, they always find something wrong.

This is a terrible attitude, for not only does it disturb those who must listen, but it gives the instigator of such reports a warped personality.  Also, a complaining spirit is injurious to one’s health.  It has been rightfully said that the sun sets early for those who live in the valley.

Consider a few portions or Scripture with me, having to do with the problem of complaining.  First, note that complaining displeases God.  In Numbers 11:1 we read And when the people complained, it displeased the Lord: and the Lord heard it; and His anger was kindled; and the fire of the Lord burnt among them, and consumed them that were in the uttermost parts of the camp.
Moses had his hands full as he sought to lead the Israelites through the wilderness journey.  They complained all along the way.   Not only did this disturb Moses, but it disturbed God, for it appears from the Scriptures that God does not have patience with the complainer.  As the children of Israel complained day after day, God decided that He had heard enough, and He sent fire among them and burned them alive.  Does this not suggest the seriousness of being a complainer?

Not only does complaining displease God, it disputes God.  Notice Romans 9:20.  Nay, but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God?  To reply against God is to dispute Him.  How foolish that anyone would dispute God’s wisdom and judgment.  Yet every time we complain, we are actually disputing the sovereignty of Almighty God.  If we believe the truth of Romans 8:28, that wonderful verse, And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, then what do we have to complain about?  Some there are who complain about their health or their physical appearance.  In 

Romans 9:20 the question is asked, Shall the thing formed say to Him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus?  The next verse offers another question, Hath not the potter power over the clay, or the same lump to make one vessel unto honor, and another unto dishonor?  You see, we have no right to complain about our physical infirmities or deformities.  God made us as we are for a purpose.  We are in the circumstances we are in because in the providence of God and for reasons known only to himself, He allows us to be there.

“But,” you argue, “that may not be true.  This may be judgment on my life for something I have done.”  It may be and, yet, it may not be.  If you are out of fellowship with the Lord, it is very possible that you are where you are in order to bring you to the realization that God wants you to yield your all to Him and trust Him for all things.  It won’t do you any good simply to sit back and complain about your circumstances.  What you need to do is get on your knees and tell God you are sorry for your sins, claim His forgiveness, rise up and walk in victory through Christ.  But, on the other hand, maybe you are in fellowship with God and the situation in which you find yourself is far beyond your control.  Don’t complain about it.  Ask God for grace to bear it.  He says in 1 Thessalonians 5:18 In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.  Thanksgiving instead of complaining; this is what God deserves.  Praise the Lord; don’t argue with the Lord.

Let me point out that not only does complaining displease God and dispute God, but also it dishonors God.  In Ephesians 3:20 God says that He is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.  Is this true or not true?  If it is true, we have no reason to complain.  And if we do complain, we are dishonoring the name of Almighty God.  When a child of God complains within the hearing of an unsaved person, he leaves the impression that God can do some things but He cannot do everything.  This is a poor witness.  In Matthew 5:16 Jesus said Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.  The complainer has no light; he is in darkness.  The unsaved are in the darkness of sin.  Of what value is a Christian who is in darkness trying to help an unsaved person who also is in darkness?

If you need a heart experience with Christ today, you may call upon Jesus for salvation.  If you know Him, Jesus can deliver you from complaining, so we can praise the Lord for His goodness and His wonderful works to the children of men.

Glad Tidings, Inc., P.O. Box 18824  Charlotte NC  28218

