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If a person could earn his way to heaven, the death of Christ would be the worst waste known to mankind.  The death of Christ was a Divine appointment with Divine approval for endless ages to follow.

It we shocking to read of a cult in Mexico that had the practice of offering human sacrifices to their gods.  The police broke up the cult after it was learned that a woman had been burned at the stake.  It was later discovered that at least five other persons had been sacrificed.  Isn’t it regretful that these people did not know this was all uncalled for?  It was all unnecessary suffering.  For centuries ago, God offered up His only Son as an eternal sacrifice.  What these people in Mexico could not do, Jesus did for us on the cross.

We read in Romans 5:8 But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  And then in Hebrews 9:12 we are told that by His own blood Christ entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.  Christ entered once and that was enough.  No other sacrifices are necessary for our sins.  Christ provided eternal redemption for everyone.  He did not deserve to die for He was God’s perfect Son.  He chose to die for you and for me.  We are the ones who rightfully deserve to die on a cross.  But by faith in Christ, we are forever set free.  

A missionary in the wilds of Africa, with great feeling, was telling his attentive audience the story of the crucifixion of the sinless Son of God.  Suddenly, the chief of the tribe cried out, “Stop!  He does not deserve such a death.  Take Him down.  I belong there.”  The chief realized that he was a sinner and that Christ was the sinless one

The message the world needs to hear today is that Jesus Christ died for all, even the worst one – regardless of the depths to which he has gone in transgressing the laws of God.  Forgiveness avails for everyone through Jesus Christ.

It was John McNeil who used to say of all the people in Jerusalem, he thought Barabbas had the best idea of the atonement of Jesus Christ.  McNeil would say, “You will remember that he should have been crucified and Jesus released, but the order was reversed.  The door of the prison swings open and Barabbas was set free.  And as he comes out into the light of the day, all the people seem to be hurrying in one direction.  Barabbas hears that Jesus of Nazareth is to be crucified.  He stops a moment to think and then exclaims, ‘Why that is the man who is dying in my place.  I will go and see Him.’  He pushes his way out through the gate of the city and up the hillside until he reaches the surging mob about the cross.  He stands in the outer circle a moment, and then pushes his way to the inner circle and stands so near that he can reach out his hand and touch the dying Savior.  And I can hear him say, ‘I do not know who you are, but I know you are there in my place, and I am so grateful.’”

Every one of us should react the same way.  Christ did not die on the cross for Barabbas alone.  He was there for you and me.  Many centuries ago, the prophet Isaiah wrote of this event saying But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon Him; and with His stripes we are healed (Isaiah 53:5).  Have you acknowledged Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord?  If not, why not settle your eternal destiny at this moment so that without question you will possess the security God has intended for you?  We read in Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.  Instead of wondering you can know that you are saved at this very moment, if you will receive Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord.  Will you do it?

Maybe your reply is the same as the young couple I talked with recently.  I spent an hour with these two attractive young people.  After explaining the way of salvation through Christ, I urged them to decide for Him.  The young lady replied, “It’s all too easy.  It’s too simple.  I don’t think a person can get saved this easily.”  My reply was, “Yes, it is easy for us, but not for God.”

Think of the price God had to pay for our sins to make it easy for us.  He sent His only Son from heaven to this earth to die on the cross so that you and I might be eternally saved.  That wasn’t easy.  But God, who considered our limitations, while at the same time recognizing our need, made this wonderful provision.

Suppose salvation were made more difficult.  What if you needed ten thousand dollars to be saved?  John 3:16 would have to be eliminated from the Bible.  We read that God so loved the world, that He gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  If it were necessary to pay ten thousand dollars to get saved, this would eliminate the greater number of the people of the world.  Suppose one needed a certain amount of physical strength?  Here again, millions would be eliminated.  What do you think a person could do to blot out his sins and to stand perfect before God?  Yes, God has made it easy for us.  But this is entirely because of His grace.  This is all the more reason why we should receive Christ immediately.

I recall another occasion when I talked with a young man who said, “There wouldn’t be any use of my receiving Christ because I am afraid I would not hold out.”  I answered him by saying, “That is a legitimate fear in a sense, because none of us can hold out.”  We cannot keep ourselves saved.  But the wonderful fact is that God never intended that we should.

Do you recall the Scripture I quoted from Hebrews 9:12 where God speaks of the eternal redemption?  Eternal means that it is forever.  It isn’t a case of God saving us and getting us started.  God not only does the saving but He does the keeping.  First Peter 1:5 tells us that we are kept by the power of God.  Christ within the believer lives through him so he can overcome temptation and sin.  First John 4:4 tells us that greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world.  The unsaved person is under the control of Satan, but the believer is under the control of Christ.  As the unsaved person cannot do the things that please God, the believer on the other hand can do those things that honor God’s name.  It is not his power, but as we just saw from 1 Peter 1:5, it is God’s power within us that keeps us saved.

Thus, I urge you to decide for the Son of God at this moment.  Don’t delay to make this decision.  Some people are prone to procrastinate whenever there is a decision to make.  They just don’t like to make decisions.  But this is one decision you cannot afford to put off.  God says in 2 Corinthians 6:2 Behold now is the accepted time.  So receive Christ.  You have nothing to lose and everything to gain.
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