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Can a person be saved and not believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead?  After all, isn’t it the death of Christ on the cross that really counts?  

Is it necessary to believe that Jesus Christ arose from the dead?  Yes, it is - for four reasons.  First, the answer determines if there is any hope beyond the grave.  If the answer is no, there is no hope.  Apart from God there is no one alive who can prove that there is anything beyond the grave.  But if the answer is yes, then there is hope, and everyone ought to be interested enough to find out how he can be the possessor of this hope.

Secondly, the answer to this question determines the validity of the personal faith in Christ of all Christians down through the ages.  If the answer is no, then all Christians have been misguided and deluded.  They have been the victims of a horrible fraud.  If the answer is no, the Church is a living lie.  But if the answer is yes, then Christians have made no mistake.  They have gone the right way.

Thirdly, the answer determines the truth of the Christian message itself.  If the answer is no, then there is no message and the Gospel is a hoax, and either Jesus Christ was a madman or a liar; the New Testament is unreliable.  If Jesus Christ is not alive, the apostles were fools and fakers.  But if He is alive, then the Gospel is the most relevant news of the day.  There is purpose to its message and anyone is a fool who does not seriously investigate the claims of the Gospel.

Fourthly, the answer determines the kind of life one should lead.  If Jesus Christ is not alive, then we may safely ignore Him.  We can live like animals, with no purpose except to gratify the lusts of our flesh.  But, if Christ is alive, then we should receive Him as Savior and Lord, follow Him, and obey His Word.

What is your answer?  Did Jesus Christ rise from the dead?  You may answer this question with an intellectual yes, while your living proves that you mean no.   Millions of people do this.  They go to church and, in a sense, say Christ is alive.  But by their manner of life, they are really saying He is dead.  If you declare that Jesus Christ is alive and live as though He is dead, you are living a lie.  The great need is not to prove the resurrection intellectually, but to claim Christ as Lord and allow Him to be supreme in our lives.

The fact that Jesus Christ is alive vindicates His claim to be God.  It proves He can do what He said He could do – forgive sin, bring people into a right relationship with God, and give them eternal life, purpose, and security.  Because He is alive, we can enter into a personal relationship with Him and realize these things in our lives. 

The Lord Jesus Christ declared in John 14:19 because I live, ye shall live also.  What a marvelous hope this is - a hope, which everyone may possess.  It is the hope that is the anchor of the soul.  It blots out the fear of death. Christ is alive today.  And if you have never trusted in Him as your Savior and Lord, He wants to give you life – eternal life, so that when your body goes back to dust, your soul will go into His presence.

It has been said that the resurrection is God’s Amen to Christ’s It is Finished.  It was wonderful that Christ died on the cross for our sins, but such a death would have been meaningless without the resurrection.  Because our Savior arose from the dead, we have a living Christ who desires to give life to all who will believe in Him.

There is no record that Jesus ever preached a funeral sermon.  As far as I know, He never attended a burial ceremony.  We do have the record of His going into homes where death had entered.  But when He came in, death went out.  This is consistent with the truth that the Lord Jesus is life.  Death can never abide in the presence of light.

There came the day, however, when He who had raised the dead permitted the hands of sinful men to take and nail Him to a cross, where He willingly gave Himself as a sacrifice for the sins of all.  The last time the eyes of sinful man looked upon the body of the Lord Jesus Christ, He was hanging in shame upon the cross, dying between two thieves.  His body was then placed in a sepulcher where it lay for three days and three nights.  Although most tombs are sacred because of what they contain, this tomb – the sepulcher of the Lord Jesus Christ – is precious to the heart of every Christian because it was empty.

We stand silently beside the graves of our departed loved ones, for we are conscious of the fact that there beneath the sod, lies the body of one whom we loved in life.  But beside the grave in which Jesus was laid, we are aware of the fact that He is not there – He is risen.  God has used the empty tomb as the foundation doctrine upon which the structure known as the Church stands.  The resurrection of Christ was necessary, not only for the completion of God’s program of salvation but for an unanswerable testimony that Jesus of Nazareth is the Son of God, the Savior of all who believe.

The question is; have you taken Jesus Christ into your life?  Do you know Him as your Savior and Lord?  You will never see heaven without Him.  

But don’t think of salvation through Christ as something that does not take on color until we die and go to heaven.  You enter into the joys of eternal life immediately.  That is why I urge you to see for yourself.  You may put faith and trust right now in the living Christ, and He will live in and through you for eternity.  Oh friend, don’t turn away from Him.  He loves you and He wants you to enjoy all that He has made possible through the cross and redemption.  Christ did it all for you personally, and I hope you will come to Him at this moment.
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