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Is there such a place as a literal hell?  If so, can we be sure of it?  Who is in hell and how did they get there?  Is there a way to stay out of it?

One time a survey was made to determine what people thought about the possibility of there being a literal hell.  The results showed at the time, 88% of the people of the United States believed that there is no hell.  Most of them were willing to accept the truth of heaven, but they rejected the clear teaching of God’s Word concerning hell.  

Any viewpoint one may have about scriptural truth in no way alters the facts of God’s Word.  The Bible clearly reveals that there is a hell.  God says in Psalm 9:17 The wicked shall be turned into hell.  The wicked means all unbelievers as well as the profane and ungodly.

In Revelation 21:8 we read But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone.  Unbelievers, that is those who reject Jesus Christ, are destined to the same condemnation as are the vile sinners.  Why do people attempt to explain away the fact of hell?  Even from the human point of view hell is most reasonable.

Suppose, for example, you were to take your family to a vacation resort and register in a motel.  During the week you ate all your meals in the motel restaurant and enjoyed all the other privileges and comforts offered.  Would you not expect to pay for these privileges at the end of your stay?  What would you think of someone who, just before leaving, went to the motel office and said to the clerk, “This has been a wonderful week.  Thank you so much.  Here’s the key, I’m leaving now.”  What would the response be?  “Just a minute please, what about your bill?”  “Bill?  Why, I was not expecting a bill.  I have not caused anyone any trouble during my stay.  Besides, I have heard that the owner of this hotel is very generous and kind.  Surely, he would not expect me to pay a bill.”

This is ridiculous, you say.  Certainly it is!  Yet, how many there are who think they can go through life living for themselves, neglecting God, and then come to the judgment expecting to find a benevolent, old gentleman who will say very kindly, “Well, you haven’t given much thought to me, nor have you honored my Son, Jesus Christ, but that’s all right.  You can go right into heaven anyway.”  

On the contrary, God declares in Romans 6:23 the wages of sin is death.  He who lives for himself, neglecting Christ, must pay the bill.  How is it paid? - By eternal separation from God.  God says plainly in Revelation 20:15 Whosoever was not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.  You ask, does this mean what it says?  Why not?  Whether we believe it or not, the fact still remains – hell is crowded with people who did not believe it existed.

An older gentleman who liked to argue about the Bible said to some of his friends, “There is no such place as hell.  I am seventy years old and have never seen such a place.”  His little grandson who was nearby spoke up quickly, “But granddad, you haven’t been dead yet.”

The Bible teaches two resurrections: a resurrection unto life and a resurrection unto condemnation.  We read in John 5:28,29 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of condemnation.  The resurrection of life will take place when Christ comes back for His own.  The resurrection of condemnation will take place at the end of the thousand year reign of Christ on the earth, after which all the wicked dead will be raised from their graves, judged for their sins, and cast into eternal hell.  There will be no second chance.  During ones lifetime, he has thousands of chances to get right with God; but after death it will be too late.  Many will cry out in anguish of soul – “Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? And in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works? (Matthew 7:22).  And then, the Lord will say unto them “I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity (v23).

Now some people might think this is unfair.

Haven’t these people done any good deeds?  Were not some of them charitable and kind?  Yes, but what one does, good though it may be, cannot atone for his sins.  He must be reborn by trusting in the living Christ who died for His sins.  The only reason people go to hell is because they fail to receive Christ.  It is not based on what people do.

We should realize too that God does not send anyone to hell.  Unbelievers go there of their own volition.  God does not want anybody in hell.  This is why He provided eternal salvation for all who are willing to believe on His beloved Son, Jesus Christ.   When one believes on Christ He has the immediate assurance of heaven.  Then when the believer dies, he goes to be with Christ, even as Jesus told the dying thief on the cross Today thou shalt be with me in paradise (Luke 23:43).  On the other hand, those who reject Christ go to hell immediately. 

No one should ever gamble on the thought that the Lord Jesus will some day excuse him, that the Lord Jesus will take him in, in spite of what he has done.  You see, Christ told us in Luke 16 about the rich man who went to hell, not because he was rich, but because he left the Lord out of his life.  In Luke 16, the Lord Jesus gives some insight into the reality of hell.  The rich man was conscious in hell; he saw Lazarus in heaven.  He felt the torment of the flame.  In vain he cried out and prayed.  It was too late; he was lost forever.

But what about you, do you know the Lord Jesus Christ in your life?  If you do, you will never see hell, but rather the glories of heaven.  The very instant the one who believes in Christ dies, he goes to be with Christ, to live with Him forever.  The Bible backs this up.  Do you have this assurance?  If not, turn to Christ and it will be yours.

A little girl was seen walking light-heartedly through a graveyard at dusk.  Someone asked her if she were not afraid.  “Oh no,” she replied, “My home is on the other side.”

To those who are trusting in Christ, there is no fear of death, for we know that our true eternal home is just beyond the gates of death.  But without Christ, we have no such hope.  Someone has said, “Many people have a very bright future, but the heat will be terrible.”  Friend, hell is real, but you need not go there.  At this moment, you can turn to Christ.  He longs to come into your life.  Give Him a chance.  When He comes in, heaven will be open to you both now and forever.  So, if you don’t know Christ, trust in Him right now.
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