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Probably, the subject of hell is the most unpopular subject anyone could speak about.  Most people want to hear about heaven, but they are not too interested in hell.  I am certain the Devil doesn’t want anything said about it for hell is his stronghold.  At this very moment, hell is crowded with millions of Satan’s followers.  He wants to keep the living blind to the fact of hell so he can lead millions more to this place of eternal torment.

I wonder when you last heard a sermon in your church on hell.  I daresay it has been a long time for some of you.  Others of you who go to church every Sunday will have to admit that you have never heard a sermon on the subject.  The Devil doesn’t want preachers to say anything about hell.  He wants to keep people blind to the truth so they will finally go to hell.  One of the biggest lies propagated by the Devil is that God does not punish sin.  He tries to soothe man’s conscience by saying, “All will be well.  God does not mean what He says.” 

Centuries ago in the Garden of Eden, God said to Adam and Eve regarding the tree which was in the midst of the Garden, In the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt surely die.  But when the tempter appeared to Eve and she told him what God said, his reply was, Ye shall not surely die.  This bold lie, thrust before the first couple in the universe, was designed to create doubt in the Word of God.  The Devil has attempted to deceive millions ever since into believing that God will not keep His word.

If Satan can get people to think that there is no hell, that hell is merely the grave, or that hell is only a figure of speech, or that even though there is a hell the bodies of those who go there will be burned up – annihilated – thus releasing them from eternal punishment, or that they will have a second chance to be saved, or that God is too good to send men to hell, he accomplishes his purpose.  The Devil is in the business of minimizing the clear-cut and plain teaching of the Word of God on the subject of hell.

Though there are scores of passages throughout the Bible that clearly portray the mind of God relative to the subject of hell, I want to confine my thought primarily to Luke 16 where we read about the rich man in hell.  May I suggest, that as a background for these messages that you read Luke 16:19-31.

Some declare this portion of Scripture to be a parable.  But look at the verses 19 & 20, where Jesus says, There was a certain rich man, and there was a certain beggar named Lazarus.  There is no suggestion that this portion of Scripture is a parable.  I don’t know of any passage in the Bible where God ever mentions a persons name in a parable.  Here you have both the name of Lazarus and Abraham given.  Both were historical characters, not imaginary.  Thus, the portion of God’s Word we are about to study is not a story or an illustration.  It is a literal account of the facts, told in the most solemn language.  If we refuse to accept this as the literal teaching of our Lord, we might just as well refuse to accept any other part of the Bible as the inspired Word of God.  To refuse to believe what the Lord Jesus had to say about hell would place us in a position to reject His teaching on salvation and all the other important truths He revealed.

We must accept all of the teachings of God’s Word, or none.  To accept the portions of the Bible that we like, while throwing the rest aside, is not according to God’s plan.  If what God has said in the Bible is true, then I must believe it all, including His teachings on hell.  If what the Bible teaches about hell is not true, then this and all the rest of Scripture is worthless.

The Bible is the only book in the world that reveals the mind of God concerning the future.  Science knows nothing about the life beyond the grave.  Human experience has nothing to say.  Don’t waste time or money with those who claim special powers to delve into the future.  Our only source of information is the book God has given to us, the Bible.  In this book He clearly tells us about heaven and hell, future rewards and punishments, and happiness and sorrow beyond the grave. 

There are some people who would try to convince us that hell is the grave, that when one dies and is buried, that is the end.  Christ did not teach this.  He made it clear in Luke 16 that hell is a place of actual torment.  He tells us in verse 24 that the rich man in hell cried out, I am tormented in this flame.  Christ also reveals that the rich man was anxious that his five brothers repent so that they would not have to be cast into hell, which he described in verse 28 as a place of torment.  Repenting could not have kept the brothers from the grave, for death is inevitable.  But it could have kept them from hell.  The rich man in his torment assures us that hell is more than a state of mind.  He says it is a place, a place of torment.  Believe it, for God tells us it is so.

Let me ask, where are you going when you die – heaven or hell?  You may wonder, can a person know for sure?  He certainly can.  Let me read what God says in John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life.  What does the believer have? – Everlasting life.  How long is everlasting?   It is forever and ever.  It never ends.  The rest of the verse says and He that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.  These are unbelievers who have never believed on Jesus Christ for eternal salvation.  The wrath of God abides upon them forever, the Bible says.  They are condemned to eternal hell.  

If this should be your state, I implore you to turn to Jesus Christ and be assured of heaven.  You can settle your future with God right now, if you will.
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