2.  Hell, A Place of Torment

J. Allen Blair

Tape 390  Apr 12  2007

I am talking about a subject many churches and preachers fail to mention.  What is that? – The truth of Scripture concerning hell.  Our foundation passage is Luke 16:19-31.  Please take the time to read these verses sometime today. 

We have seen, among other things thus far, that hell is a place.  And more than that, it is a place of torment.  It is not a figure of speech but a definite place where millions are residing.  You will notice also that once in hell the rich man changed his thinking.  Probably, he had never thought of prayer before, but in hell he prayed and he cried aloud Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 

Here, the rich man prays for a drop of water.  It is very possible that throughout his lifetime he had refused the living water which God offered freely through His grace, and now as we see him, he is beseeching Father Abraham for a drop of water to alleviate the sufferings and agony of hell.  On earth, this man was very wealthy, but in hell he became a beggar, begging for just a drop of water.

He is told, however, that it is too late to begin thinking now.  His chances for salvation and heaven were gone forever; there was no relief for his torment.  He made his eternal choice while living on this earth.

God further declares in verse 26 And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence.  It is impossible for Lazarus to visit hell with a drop of water.  The redeemed of the Lord will never get even a glimpse of hell.  Likewise, Christ assures us that no one will go from hell to heaven.  Verse 26 is clear – no one can pray the rich man out of hell.  Even a change of heart or attitude will do no good now.  The great gulf between heaven and hell is eternally fixed.  It is impossible for anyone to pass from one to the other.

The Bible teaches that when a person dies he goes to heaven or hell immediately.  If he is a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, he goes to heaven to be with Christ.  The repentant thief who was crucified with Christ cried to the Savior, remember me when thou comest into they kingdom.  And Jesus answered, Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise (Luke 23:43). 

Of course, like anyone who goes to heaven, the dying thief did not deserve to go.  It was through God’s grace that he was saved.  Because he repented and believed on Christ, he went to be with Christ.

Now looking at Luke 16 again, we notice that after the beggar died, he was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom.  He went to be with the Lord immediately.  We also read that the rich man died and was buried.  In verse 23, God says of the rich man in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments.  There was no intermediary state, no time of waiting, no period of probation.  At death, the beggar went to heaven and the rich man went to hell; it is just as clear as that.  Punishment in hell began immediately for the rich man.  It was not delayed until some future time.  God makes it clear that eternal punishment for the rejection of the Lord Jesus begins immediately after death.

The Lord Jesus also makes it clear in this passage that no one loses his consciousness in hell.  The rich man felt the torment.  He desired relief.  But the reply he received was, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented.  The rich man is the same person he was on earth; he had his memory, he recalled his five brothers and did not want them to come to the horrible place where he found himself.

The rich man’s body was not in hell; but his soul was.  And in his soul he had consciousness and all his senses.  But God’s word to him was remember.  One of the most awful torments of hell is that no one is able to forget.  They will remember throughout eternity the opportunities they had to receive Jesus Christ but failed to appropriate.   Think of it, the rich man of our text who refused to repent and turn to Christ during his lifetime, has been remembering in hell for almost two thousand years.  People have plenty of time to think in hell.  Throughout an endless eternity, the unredeemed will be tormented by the repeated visions of their acts of dishonesty, deceit, unkindness, immorality, and ungodliness.  Never will they forget.  Above all else, they will desire to lose their minds, but it will be impossible.

Also, in Matthew 18:8,9 Jesus said, Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire.  And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire.  Jesus makes it clear that the bodies of unbelievers will be in hell.

But why think about hell when you can think about heaven?  The Devil has only hell to offer.  But Jesus Christ has eternal life to offer.  Why lose your soul to Satan in hell when you can be eternally saved through Jesus Christ?

Friend, I urge you to trust in Him at this very moment, if you never have.  Christ is waiting.  The door is open.  This is the day of grace.  God will receive you just as you are.  He will forgive you of all your sins, if only you will come to Him by faith and say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner but I want to be saved.  I know Christ died for me and right now I receive Him as my Savior and Lord.  He will enter your heart and He will never leave you.  He will guide and direct your steps until you meet Him face to face.  So if you have never trusted in Him, bow your head and receive Him right now.
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