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In the Bible, fire is related to hell.  Is this real fire?  Who will be in hell?  Do you think a God of love would send anyone to hell?

We come now to our third message on the unpopular subject of hell.  This is, as I have said before, the subject about which most of our churches are silent.  I have never been able to understand why, because it is spoken about over fifty times in the Bible.

The question is often asked, is the fire spoken about in connection with hell literal fire?  What did the rich man say in hell?  Do you recall how he cried out I am tormented in this flame?  What does the word flame mean to you?  If it is not fire, what is it?  It is certainly nothing less than fire.  Whatever it is, I am convinced that it is fire, and it will be nothing less than fire.  The pain and suffering will be equally intolerable.

Let’s pause to take a look at several of the verses that speak of hell fire.  Jesus said in Matthew 5:22 whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.  In Matthew 18:9 He also speaks of hell fire.  In Revelation 20:15 He says whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. Think what you will.  The Bible says hell is a place of fire.  In fact, in Mark 9:43 we read that it is a fire that never shall be quenched.  The Greek word for quench is asbestos.  What does this suggest?  When asbestos is put into the fire, it is not consumed.  Need we spend any more time on this?  Isn’t it clear that the fire of hell is either literal fire or something drastically worse? There can be no question about it.

Let me just say, hell is very real, dear friend.  And anyone who does not do what he should do to escape it is certainly making a great mistake.  Have you ever heard anybody say, “I don’t mind going to hell”?  I’ll have plenty of company there.”  Well, he is certainly right – he will have plenty of company there.  But, he is also very wrong when he says he doesn’t mind going to hell.  Sixty seconds after he dies, he will mind it throughout all eternity.  The rich man in hell minded it.  In fact, he pled for help to be given to his five brothers so they wouldn’t arrive there.

Those who reject the idea of hell often argue that if parents, who are limited in judgment and imperfect in love, would not send their children to a place like hell, it is grossly unreasonable that a loving God, who is perfect in His nature, would send His children to hell.  Let me just say, God does not send His children to hell – He never has, and He never will.  Unsaved sinners are not God’s children.  If a person has not been born again by believing on Jesus Christ, he is a child of the Devil.  The people of the world are divided into two classes – children of God and children of the Devil.  Those who are born again are God’s children, having come to Him through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ.  All the rest are still in bondage to their sins and under the condemnation of God, and have as their father, the Devil.  Jesus said in John 8:44 of all believers, ye are of your father the Devil.  

No, God never prepared hell for His children.  In Matthew 25:41 we read that hell was prepared for the Devil and his angels.  Our God is a God of love.  He doesn’t want anyone to go to hell, nor does He send anyone there.  Men and women are in hell either by choice or ignorance of the truth.

We read in 2 Peter 3:9 that God is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.  For this reason, God gave the best He had, His only begotten Son, to die on the cross of Calvary that He might save us from the horrors of hell.

The well-known youth evangelist, Jack Wyrtzen, tells of a picture he saw in one of the New York papers.  A building was on fire; across the street, a man was struggling with three police officers that were holding him back, restraining him from running into the burning building.  Why was the man attempting to risk his life by dashing through the flames?  His brother was in the building, trapped by the fire.  Because his brother was dying, and because he loved his brother, the would-be rescuer was willing to risk his life.

It was because Christ loved us that He was willing to suffer the pain and agony of the cross so that He might rescue us from the fires of hell.  We read in Romans 5:8 that God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  God is love.  He proved this remarkable truth in the giving of His Son to die for our sins.  Hell was never prepared for us – those of us who love Jesus.  Heaven was prepared for us.

We read in 1 Corinthians 2:9 Eye hath not seen, nor hear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him.  Heaven was prepared for those who love God.

In Revelation 21:8 God tells us explicitly who will be in hell: the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.  These people will be in hell by choice, not because God sent them there.  They choose not to trust in Christ for salvation.

The question each of us should answer in the light of our discussion on hell is, am I a child of God or am I a child of the Devil?  One may be a good person, a moral person, and a benevolent person; but until he repents and trusts in Christ for salvation he is destined to hell.  When Jesus spoke of the rich man and Lazarus, he said nothing against the rich man’s morals.  There is not intonation that the rich man was covetous, nor do we have any reason to believe that he was an adulterer, a murderer, a gambler, or a drunkard.  His problem was like everyone else outside of Christ; he had a sinful heart that had not been cleansed.  His problem was on the inside, not the outside.

God says in 1 Samuel 16:7 the Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.  We need to realize also that the rich man did not go to hell because he was rich.  Abraham and David were also rich, but they are with the Lord.  The rich man was in hell because he did not repent of his sins and turn to the Lord.  He knew the way, but refused to go that way.  In hell, burdened for the salvation of his five brothers, the rich man cried out to Father Abraham, if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent.  He knew that if his brothers were to escape hell, they needed to repent.  He knew well the price for failing to repent before God.

Jesus says in Luke 13:3,5 except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. 

Thus, I hope you understand that we do not go to hell because of what we are or who we are, but simply because we fail to repent of our sins and turn to Christ.  Could it be that you are trusting in yourself, your good works or your good name to get you to heaven?  Do not be deceived; there is only one way and that is through Jesus Christ who died for you and rose again.  Trust Him as your Savior and Lord.
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