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It has been said by some that the whole idea of hell is unreasonable.  I disagree with this.  Is it not true that on earth disobedience nearly always culminates in a penalty of some kind?  If your child disobeys, do you not as a thoughtful parent reprimand him in some way that he may not repeat his error?  At the same time, many of us have suffered physically on occasion because we disobeyed certain laws of nature.  Then, think of our jails and penal institutions.  Are they not monuments of the fact that the abuse of the rights of others must be punished?  Disobedience is not without its retribution in this life.  Is it unreasonable to expect that at the culmination of life, the books will be opened and those who persisted in rebelling against God must be judged?

The Word of God is clear on this subject in my thinking.  Read Galatians 6:7,8.  Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

Now, as I said several times in my previous messages, God does not want anyone to go to hell.  Hell is crowded with those, who of their own volition, chose to spend eternity there.  God desires that everyone come to Him by believing on His beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, who is our only appointed way of salvation.  The Lord Jesus tells us in the Word that He will receive anyone who will turn to Him and believe on His name.  In John 6:37 we have His assuring promise; Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.  Irrespective of what your past has been, the Lord Jesus Christ will receive you if you will repent of your sin and turn to Him. 

A friend tells of taking a tour through a large factory.  While visiting one of the departments, the supervisor came to him and shook his hand.  The hand he held out was very limp, and the handshake quite weak.  Our friend looked him straight in the eye, because there was nothing he liked less than a weak handshake.  The supervisor was embarrassed, and then he apologized.  My friend was more embarrassed after the explanation.  The supervisor said, “I had an accident some years ago, here at work.  A nail went through my hand.  And since that nail pierced my hand, I have never been able to close it properly.”

Doesn’t that remind you of someone else who had not only one hand pierced with a nail, but both?  The Lord Jesus Christ hung on a cross with nails through His hands and through His feet.  Those hands have never closed since.  In fact, at this very moment, they are open and outstretched toward you, my unsaved friend, inviting you to come and drink of the water of life so you might know the eternal peace and joy that God has promised to all who believe on Jesus Christ.I urge you to come to Him before it is too late.  You see, hell is a reality; but so is heaven.  God does not want you in hell.  He wants you to enjoy heaven forever.

It has also been said that God is not fair to keep a man in hell for the sins he committed during a few short years on earth.  God does not keep sinners in hell because of their sin.  The reason sinners stay in hell is that they continue in sin.  This is so vividly portrayed in the words spoken by the rich man in hell recorded in Luke 16.  Actually, he was the same person in hell as he was on this earth.  There was no change of character or heart, and definitely no repentance.  He asked to be relieved of his suffering, but made no expression of sorrow for his sins.  He begged for water to cool his tongue, but said nothing about forgiveness.  The rich man was a sinner on earth, and he was the same in hell.

This suggests the horribleness of hell.  On earth we have our churches and spirit-controlled men and women standing for the truth and seeking to glorify the Lord in every phase of life.  But in hell, there will be no restraining influences.  All who are there will continue to love sin.  There will be no respectability in hell.  The inhabitants will be given to uncontrolled lives.

The disturbing fact is that many so-called good people will be thrown into this environment.  People who have prided themselves for their honesty, their morals, and their interest in community welfare and affairs will be thrust into the midst of prostitutes, thieves, murderers, drunkards, drug addicts, and all who have rebelled against the grace and love of Almighty God as revealed through Jesus Christ His Son.  Virtuous women, chaste wives and mothers, will be in hell if they have never believed in Jesus Christ.  

My dear friend, hell will be a terrible place.  But for all I have tried to say about it, I couldn’t begin to portray the awfulness of hell.  I do hope I have said enough to convey the thought of urgency as far as you are concerned.  And I hope you will turn your life over to Jesus Christ if you never have.  Don’t wait for a better time, because it will never arrive.  The time is now.  God makes it clear in His Word that it is right now.  He says, Behold, now is the accepted time (2 Corinthians 6:2).  In Isaiah 1:18 He says, Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; thought they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.  God will wash all of your sins away and you will be a new creation in Christ.

Wouldn’t it be wonderful to begin all over again?  You can, because God has made this possibility through His Son, Jesus Christ that whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved (Acts 2:21).  All the past is cleansed away and forgotten, and he begins a new life.  That is what conversion is all about.  And that is the experience God wants for you.  I hope you will trust Christ.
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