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There is nothing inviting about eternal hell.  Why then, do people choose to go there?  There are several reasons: first, spiritual ignorance; second, false teaching; and third, careless thinking.  Whatever the reason, hell is crowded with occupants.

There are some people who think of God as being a benevolent old gentleman who will eventually forget everything about everyone and just sweep everybody into heaven.  What a delusion this is.  God is a just God.  Because of His all-righteous nature, there is no way that He can condone sin.  Sin must always be judged.  For this reason, there must be a hell.

Just suppose for a moment that one unrepentant sinner should escape hell and go to heaven.  He would be the most miserable person in all the world.  Actually, heaven would be hell to him.  In heaven, all the redeemed of every age worship and praise the living Christ.  An unsaved person who never had any interest in Christ on earth would be most unhappy in heaven.  It is for this reason that God cannot permit sin of any kind in heaven.  Those who love the Lord will be made like unto the Lord – perfect in righteousness and holiness.

Would the drunkard, the drug addict, the thief, the unbeliever, the murderer, or the prostitute be interested in this kind of eternity?  Ah, no.  Until a person repents, he remains the same – loving darkness rather than light.

If sinners were permitted in heaven, they would make the new heaven like the old earth.  Lust, greed, selfishness, and hate would soon become characteristic of heaven, as they are in this world in which we live.  God has pledged to keep heaven pure and clean.  We read in Revelation 21:27 And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

Thus, the Word of God teaches that unsaved sinners must go somewhere else other than heaven.  If God were to empty hell into heaven, there would be no heaven.  If the unsaved were to be in heaven, it would be just like the earth.  We would need penitentiaries, reform schools, hospitals, and the like.  But praise God; there will be no suggestion of any of these in the presence of God.  In fact we read in Revelation 231:4 And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.  And they are passed away forever; this is the emphasis here.

Before concluding this series of message on hell, I feel constrained to say a word to God’s people who are listening to my voice.  How you and I should be moved, as we think of the reality of hell and the countless millions who go there.  What this should do to you and me by way of creating a burden in our hearts to reach the lost for Jesus Christ.

When we pause to realize that every unsaved sinner, when he dies, goes to hell immediately, to remain there for eternity with no possibility of escape, with only the prospects of endless suffering and torment, how can we rest comfortably knowing that some of our dearest loved ones are bound for that place – that all around us, men and women need the Savior.

I am convinced that so few Christians have a burden to reach the untold millions with the Gospel because there is so little preaching on the theme of hell.  We have become self-satisfied, with a smug complacency that has lulled us to sleep, while the Devil goes about blinding the minds of millions to the consequences of sin.  We are singing hymns and praising God that we are on our way to heaven.  But while we do this, multitudes of people are on their way to hell.  We who are Christians need compassion in our hearts for the lost.  We need to recognize that men and women are lost in sin and hell-bound without the Savior, Jesus Christ.

The Apostle Paul had something of this burden in his heart.  Read his words in Romans 9:1-3.  I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, that I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart.  For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.  You see, he was willing to pawn his own soul and suffer eternal perdition, if only there were some way for his own people to come to the cross and believe on Jesus.  Paul probably realized, more than anyone else ever has, the terribleness of hell.  For this reason, he toiled night and day, preaching the Gospel amidst the scorn and hatred of ungodly men.  He suffered and bled to proclaim the truth that the lost might be saved.

Oh that God would give you and me something of this heart compassion, that we might grasp the opportunities to be true witnesses for Jesus Christ, to tell out the wondrous story of God’s saving grace.

Many Christians let day after day pass without ever saying a word to those around them about the Lord.  Selfishly, they live on, while soon those with whom they live and work will be crying out like the rich man – cool my tongue, for I am tormented in this flame.  Perhaps they respect you now, but they will despise you then, because you did not tell them of Him who loved them and longed that they repent and come to Him.

Friend, there is nothing more valuable in the world than a soul.  Christian, let’s get concerned about the souls of the lost and tell them about Jesus Christ, who alone can save them. 

And to you who are unsaved, having never come to Jesus Christ, you need not go to hell.  God does not want you in hell.  He wants you to be saved and follow His dear Son with the glorious prospect of an eternity spent in His presence.  May I earnestly suggest that you do something about your soul salvation right now?  Don’t gamble with your soul.  God makes it clear that if you have believed on Jesus Christ, death is but the passageway into heaven.  But if you have never trusted in Christ, death is a trap door into the pit of hell.  That is why I say don’t delay.  Come to Jesus Christ at this very moment.

The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 6:2 Behold now, right now, is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.  Don’t wait until you know more.  Don’t wait until you get your life cleaned up.  Don’t wait until you study the Scriptures a bit.  Don’t wait until you join church.  Now my friend, is the time to turn to Christ and say, “Lord, I believe.”  Lift your voice to the Lord and say, “Dear Jesus, thank you for dying for me.  I know I am a sinner.  And at this very moment I turn from my sin to you and ask you to save me for all eternity.”
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