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There are many evils in our society these days, but there is one that seems to pervade every branch of our society.  It is cause of untold misery and unhappiness in lives and homes.  In the sex-oriented society in which we are living, it becomes exceedingly difficult to live according to the Bible.  But does this excuse us from obeying God?

The fact needs to be realized that not only is having sex apart from marriage wrong, even unclean thoughts fall into the same category.  The Lord Jesus said in Matthew 5:28 whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.  Probably, there is no teaching more contrary to the thinking of many in our day than this.  For some people premarital sex, as well as unfaithfulness following marriage, seems to be the accepted norm.

We are told these days that anything is right that does not hurt the other person; that the proper action in a given situation is not decided by predetermined ethics of teachings.  In other words, according to this, God is ruled out completely.  He who created man has nothing to say about out actions.  Man is the judge, not God.  Thus, the consenting parties are the final authority for their action.  If they decide that a sexual relationship will not hurt them, this makes it all right.

But one thing is overlooked in all of this – the sinful heart of man.  God declares that the heart is deceitful above all things, and incurably wicked (Jeremiah 17:9).  Every human has a depraved nature, which, without God’s control, can lead him into a sorrowful consequence.  Two people may decide that their action will not hurt them.  But what proof do they have that they are right?  Many such persons have been plagued by guilt for years to come because of their loose behavior.  Until one comes to know Jesus Christ, he is a poor judge between right and wrong.

Let me make it clear that there is nothing wrong with sex.  Sex is holy, just, and good.  It is the perversion of sex that has created many of the problems that we are facing today.  Sex is a gift from God.  In fact, we are created to be sexual creature.  But we were also created to be pure.  

In 1 Thessalonians 4:7 we are told that God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.
Sex is for marriage.  Never was it intended for the unmarried.  Consider Hebrews 13:4 Marriage is honorable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.  In the marriage relationship, sex is honorable; it has the approval of God.  But out of marriage, it produces judgment, which God’s administers in various ways.

Some people would lead us to understand that free love and sex would cure many of the evils of society.  But of course just the opposite is true.  It has created new problems and the situation is getting increasingly worse.  In our day we have more divorces, more perversions of sex, more illegitimacy, and more downright misery, in both marriage and outside of it, than ever before.  People are flocking to marriage counselors and ministers for help to unscramble the ruin they have made of their lives.

What should a Christian do to face the strong tide of sex perversion that has pervaded our society?  He should live in fellowship with Jesus Christ.  He should spend time with the Lord, daily, reading His Word and praying.  He should pray especially for purity and holiness.  He should saturate his mind with the Word of God so he can quote Scripture to himself when tempted.  We should never waste time with anything that will prompt the sex urge within us.  We must do our best to keep from being tempted.

I realize there are many things that come within the vision over which we have no control.  But we need to pray that God will give the strength to overcome; and He will.  We should never allow ourselves to get in places where committing sin would be easy for us.  In 1 Corinthians 6:18 God says Flee fornication.  It may seem cowardly to run away, but in some circumstances, it is manly.  When Joseph was confronted by temptation in the presence of Potiphar’s wife, he fled as rapidly as he could.  Any believer who is wise will do the same.  

Be careful too what you permit to enter your mind.  What we read influences our actions strongly.  The same can be said about what we see.  For this reason, uncontrolled television can be very dangerous for God’s people.  Keep your mind pure, and there will be little difficulty regarding the rest of you.

Of course, none of this is possible without the power of Jesus Christ.  If you are a Christian, you are privileged to live by a moment-by-moment dependence upon Him.  You can call on Him repeatedly for strength to overcome the many temptations that surround you, while at the same time you can claim victory through Jesus Christ.

If you are not a Christian, you need Christ, because it is impossible to face the evils of our day without Him.  It is Christ who keeps us strong and gives us the enablement to overcome temptation.  If you have never received the Lord Jesus Christ into your life, even though you cannot understand everything about salvation and the Bible, I urge you to receive Christ right now, and all of these things will become understandable to you.  Simply pray, “Lord Jesus, come into my life and save me.  And you can be absolutely sure that He will hear you and answer immediately, and you will be a new creature in Jesus Christ.  And you will have the strength within to overcome the power of evil without.  God will minister in and through you so you can be an over comer in His Son, Jesus Christ.  But it all begins with Him.  Without Him, you cannot do it, friend.  That is why I urge you with all my heart to make your decision for Christ right now, if you never have. 

Just simply bow your head and say, “Jesus, I know I am a sinner, but I want to be saved.  I pray that you will come into my life and change my life through your power.”  God will answer that prayer and you will experience a new birth.  You will be a child of God forever.
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