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The churches where you and I live are making worthy contributions to the spiritual values of many people.  Everyone should attend church for spiritual edification.  But one must never join church as a means of salvation, for the church cannot save; only Jesus Christ can do this.

I read one time about a fireman in Oklahoma City who started a fire in which two men were burned to death.  The fireman were burning off a weed patch near the Santa Fe Railroad tracks when they were horrified to see two screaming figures with their clothes ablaze, running about wildly in their agony.  The fire chief caught one of the victims and smothered the flames with his coat.  But the other man in his terror eluded the fireman and ran until he collapsed.  Both men died in the hospital.  They had gone to sleep in the weed patch and did not wake up until they were on fire.

In a special sense, this suggests to me the regretful plight of multitudes of people who are sleeping in the weed patch of church membership or church attendance, contenting themselves that they are all right by doing, as they put it, the best they can.  They sleep on, but when they awaken, it will be too late.

Since God himself has issued such fearful warnings about the fires of hell, one would think that people would pay attention and make sure that they belong to Jesus Christ, our only possible escape from sin.  Ironically, the average churchgoer thinks hell is not meant for him, irrespective of the fact that God has declared in Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.
The respectable church member remonstrates, “Do not include me in that class with murderers, whoremongers, and such wicked people!”  But, wait just a minute.  Do not overlook the fact that God also says the unbelieving.  In this category, you will find respectable people who meet practically every standard advanced by man for good, while overlooking God’s only standard for salvation – commitment to Jesus Christ.

The Bible says, Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting (Galatians 6:7).  If you have not yet trusted in Jesus Christ for your salvation, I hope you will hear the voice of God before it is too late.  Your so-called good works cannot save you.  You sin will condemn you to an eternal hell, for God says in Romans 4:4,5 Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of brace, but of debt.   But to him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.  No amount of good works one could ever do in a thousand years could possibly atone for the sins he has committed.  Works do not cancel sin.  Only faith in Christ is accepted by God and counted for righteousness.

Perhaps such a simple procedure as faith in Christ seems too easy for you.  You feel as though you must do something to earn your salvation.  Realize that eternal life is a gift, which is free to all who will receive Christ.  God says very clearly in Ephesians 2:8,9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast.  You see, you can’t earn a gift.  It can only be received.

Following a service in which D.L. Moody spoke, a woman came to the inquiry room along with others.  “Mr. Moody,” she said, “I want to be saved.  I wish you would tell me how.”  The tears trickled down her cheeks as she added, “You do not know how much I want to be saved.”  Mr. Moody asked, “My friend, do you know how to take a gift?  If I offered you my Bible, you would know how to take it, wouldn’t you?”  “Yes, sir,” she replied.  “God’s gift to you is Jesus Christ His Son from heaven.  Receive Him,” stated Moody.  “Is that all I have to do?”  “That is all you can do,” answered Moody.  “But won’t I have to ask for Him?”  Quickly the evangelist retorted, “What is the use of asking God for what He is already offering?  Suppose I say to you, I want to give you my Bible.  And you say, I wish you would make a present of your Bible.  Still, I say, Take it; take it.  But you keep on asking me for it.  Just so, God is offering salvation to every sinner, and there is nothing to do but take.”

God’s word to everyone is whosoever will; let him take of the water of life freely.

What could be clearer than this simple little word take?  The price for your sin has been eternally paid by Jesus Christ on the cross.  Nothing remains for you to do but to take - to receive - the Lord Jesus Christ into your heart and life.  Possibly, you have heard what I am saying, many times.  The Gospel is nothing new to you.  But the question is, have you received God’s message?  Because you know the truth is no indication that you are a recipient of truth.

Doubtless, it is much worse to know the way to God and fail to come, than to be ignorant of the way and neglect to come.  Are there not many who go to church week after week who have a knowledge of the truth but for some reason they failed to act upon it.  

Two fishermen were driving along a highway when they came to a crossroad with a sign with the word CLOSED blocking the main road.  They noticed fresh tire tracks leading around the sign, so they decided to follow the tracks and disregard the notice.  They had gone some three miles when the road ended at a broken bridge.  The only thing to do was to turn around and go back.  When they returned and approached the CLOSED sign, which they had passed at the roadblock, they observed painted on the back of the sign, It really was closed, wasn’t it?
What a sharp awakening some will have someday when they are suddenly reminded of the fact that every word spoken by God in the Bible really is true.  There will be no second chances then.  All the opportunities for salvation will have been passed.  The day of grace will have ended.  For this reason, I urge you to come to Christ right now, for God says in 2 Corinthians 6:2 Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.  Believe in Jesus Christ now so that you will know you are saved, while at the same time you will possess the unconditional assurance of life eternal.
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