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Usually, when someone enjoys something very special, he tells his friends about it.  But how often, when a person comes to Christ, he says nothing about it?  If we have truly discovered the way of gladness, don’t you think we ought to talk about it?

It was my pleasure to be one of the speakers at a Bible Conference in Pennsylvania.  There was also a middle-aged gentleman on the program who gave his personal testimony one evening.  Among other things he said was, “I was a nightclub singer for twenty-seven years.  During all that time, no one ever told me about Jesus Christ.  I have wondered many times since, where were the Christians.  Why didn’t someone tell me about the Son of God?

There are millions in the world who are crying out inwardly for something to satisfy their empty hearts.  No one has ever told them about the Son of God who desires to give them abundant happiness, everlasting peace, and enduring joy.  What a tragedy it is that those of us who have received everlasting life in Christ are so silent about the Savior and His redeeming grace.  

Please consider two important verses in Matthew 10.  First, verse 32 where the Lord Jesus says, Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father, which is in heaven.  It is every believer’s responsibility to share Christ with other people.  We are to talk about the Savior and seek to point our friend, neighbors, and loved ones to Him.  Our Lord honors personal witnessing.

But suppose we are silent Christians, failing to speak for Christ.  What if we neglect to share Him with others?  Our Savior has something else to say in verse 33.  But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.  You may admit that you do not confess Christ.  But on the other hand, neither do you deny Him.  What you are saying is that you follow a middle road, neither confessing nor denying.  The problem with this is that Jesus did not speak about a middle road.  He said there are only two roads – confession or denial.  If we do not confess Christ, we are denying Christ.  These two verses are as clear as can be.

We have a similar thought in Matthew 12:30 where Jesus said He that is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.  It is a case of either being with Christ or against Christ.  There is no middle road.  If we are not saved, we are lost.  If we are not followers of Christ, we are followers of the Devil.  If we are not working for Christ, we are working against Him.  If we are not confessing Him, witnessing, and sharing, we are denying Him.  Jesus said if we deny Him, He will deny us.  Thus, we have a beautiful promise for those who speak to others about Christ but a regretful condemnation for those who are silent.

There is something else that should be considered in Matthew 10:32.  Jesus said Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men.   Our witness should be Scriptural; it is Christ we are to confess – not our church.  Some people are very zealous in inviting people to church.  “You ought to hear our pastor,” they say.  This may be well and good, but it is not confessing Christ.  Our foremost responsibility is not to get people to church but to get them to the Savior.  It will be much easier to get people to church if they come to the Savior first.  This is the rightful order.  That is why Jesus made it clear that we should confess Him before men.  

A businessman once told me that over a period of time he had been instrumental in getting more than one hundred people to join his church.  He was tireless in his visitation evening after evening.  He kept after people until they joined his church.  Now, they may or may not have gotten saved; I don’t know.  But this isn’t what Jesus is speaking about here.  His emphasis is on winning people to himself.  People need the church, true.  But more importantly, they need Him.

Many Christians are neglecting their witnessing responsibility.  They are overlooking the opportunities God gives all of us to tell others about Christ.  Rather than go to the unsaved and tell them about the Lord, often they prefer to be with other Christians for fellowship and Bible study.  One of the Christians weaknesses is that of spending too much time with other Christians and not enough time with the unsaved. 

We have been redeemed from this world, not to escape it but to invade it.  We should be where people are, helping them, ministering to their needs, and most of all telling them about Jesus.

The Bible says in Matthew 10:16 that we are to be wise as serpents and harmless as doves.  The wisdom spoken of here does not refer to human intelligence but divine guidance.  There are various ways in which we can share Christ with others.  We should pray much that God will direct us in His chosen paths. 

A high school student spent the summer working at Jack Wyrtzen’s Word of Life Camp in New York State.  The following fall he returned to school.  His English teacher asked the class to write a paper on their experiences during the summer.  The Christian took the opportunity to write about his time at camp.  Throughout the paper, he wove in his testimony for Jesus Christ.  Several weeks later the teacher handed the papers back.  Written on the Christian’s paper was, “Please remain after class.  I want to talk to you about this.”  The boy became fearful, thinking he had gone too far.  What a surprise he received when he found the teacher interested and wanting to know more about Jesus Christ.  No one had ever shared Christ with her before.  One of the Billy Graham Crusades was in progress in their city at the time and the student invited the teacher to go.  She did, and that night she went forward and was saved.  My dear friend, we never know what our witness will do.  We are to speak, and God will do the rest.

Maybe you have never received Christ into your life.  I hope you will receive the witness of this message.  We won’t talk about Christ until we know Christ.  If you don’t know Him, I urge you to receive Him right now.  God is ready to come into your life and live through you.  You say, I could never speak for Christ; I’m an introvert; I’m afraid of people.  It is amazing what God does in and through us when we come to the Savior.  I had a fear of people.  But when God saved me, I had a desire to share this wonderful truth with others.  I have had that desire for many years and I hope you have it.  If you don’t, you need Christ in your life.  You need an experience with Him.  Take Him into your life, and He will do the rest.
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