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How thrilling it is to see young people make a commitment to Christ and then bear a consistent testimony for Him.  So often, young people trust Christ and then they stop, with no real witness for the Savior.  I wonder how it is with you.  Is your life a convincing testimony to the reality of Jesus Christ?

An inquiring photographer of a well-known newspaper stopped eight persons on a busy street in a big city and asked, “What advice do you have for young people?”  Do you know, every one of them offered the same advice?  They all advised young people to give first place in their thoughts and actions to education. 

Without a doubt, only a few of us would deny the value of an education for young people.  Yet, on the other hand, there are some things of far greater importance.  I have been thinking; suppose someone would have put a question like this to King Solomon, the wise man of years gone by.  I think I know what his reply would have been.  He would have said, Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them (Ecclesiastes 12:1).

What advice do you think the prophet Amos would have given?  I can’t help but feel that he would have said Prepare to meet thy God (Amos 4:12).  The Apostle Paul surely would have said Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness (2 Timothy 2:22).  But I believe the best advice of all would have to come from the lips of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Doubtless, He would have said Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness: and all these things shall be added unto you (Matthew 6:33).

How does one go about seeking the kingdom of God?  It begins by receiving Christ as Savior and Lord.  The moment one invites Christ into his life, that one becomes a member of the kingdom of God, with the assurance that the Lord will lead Him day by day and direct all of His steps.  This is what God wants for young people today.  

Our youth need Jesus Christ, for it is Christ who gives a solid foundation for the building of character and happiness.  You see, building inspectors place much emphasis on the importance of the foundation of a building.  God also stresses the value of a good foundation for living.  We read in 1 Corinthians 3:11 Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  Christ should be the foundation of every life. 

The Lord Jesus told us about the man who built his house upon a rock.  When the rains descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat upon that house, it withstood the elements for it was built upon a rock.  But He also spoke about the foolish man who built his house upon sand.  The rains descended, and the floods came, and when the winds blew and beat upon that house, it fell.  The Lord Jesus said further, great was the fall of it. 

Here we have a picture of the two kinds of people today: those building upon the solid rock of Jesus Christ, and those with no foundation, no Savior, and no life.

Young people, please listen.  You need a foundation; Christ is our foundation.  Regrettably, in many homes today our young people are not hearing about Jesus Christ.  I tell you, it is tragic when a son or daughter is forced to find Christ outside the home.  Parents ought to be telling their children about the Lord Jesus, and not only telling them but also showing them the Savior through a transformed life.

I read about a police raid on a hotel. They arrested thirty-seven college students who were given a night in jail, charged in taking part in an orgy that I cannot describe.  Commented one parent when he bailed his tearful daughter out of jail in the early hours of the morning; “I was alarmed.  I thought she had been in an accident.  Thank God, it is only this.”  Only this?  That is all it means to some parents when the sons and daughters are trapped by sin.  They are far more concerned about the physical welfare of their sons and daughters then they are the spiritual.  Thousands of homes all over this land of ours do not acknowledge Jesus Christ.  There is no Bible reading, no prayer, and no giving of thanks at meals.  What more can we expect from our youth than we are seeing today?  Many of them are hooked on drugs, Godless, churchless, Bible-less.  But let’s not put all the blame on them.  Many parents have failed, not only their children – they have failed God, for they have not made it clear to them that the Lord Jesus Christ is the most important one in the world and that yielding to Him and His control is the most important step one could ever take in life.

To you parents listening to me, may I say, if you have a need in your own heart, take Christ into your life.  Claim Him as your very own.  And should I be speaking to a young person who needs the Savior, I say to you, don’t delay.  Turn to Christ at this moment.  Don’t say tomorrow when God says today.  We read in Proverbs 27:1 Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest not what day may bring forth.  In Proverbs 29:1 He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck shall be suddenly destroyed.
Some years ago, I was a pastor in New York City.  It was a cold afternoon.  I had just conducted the funeral service for a man eighty-two years of age.  His son, a fireman in New York City, who came to our church occasionally, drove me home.  This man was a broad-shouldered, healthy looking specimen of manhood.  As I got out of the car he said, “I shall see you in church Sunday.”  I assured him that it would be a delight to see him there.  Very early the next morning, our phone rang.  Answering it, I recognized the voice of the fireman’s wife.  She was crying.  She said, “Something dreadful has happened.  My husband just died of a heart attack.”  Now, who would have expected that?  When I left him the previous afternoon, he appeared to be in excellent health.  One day he buried his father, the next day he was prepared for burial.

Friends, we never know; the young die as well as the old.  That is why God says in 2 Corinthians 6:2 Behold now is the day of salvation.  Young man, young woman you need Christ.  Don’t plan to go through life the best way you can with the thought that when you get old you will come to Christ.  You may not get old.  And then, after all, it is Christ who really puts zest into life.  Without Him, life is empty and shallow.  You have no one to whom you can go with your burdens and problems.  You can’t pray until you are born again, until you meet the living Savior.

We are pretty frail in ourselves without the help and strength of God.  Thus, let me encourage you to take the Lord into your life right now.  Then be a holy example for Him wherever you go.  Some of you go to high school and others to college.  Stand up for the Lord.  Be courageous.  Don’t drift with the current.  Let God give you the courage to stand for that which is right.

And if you don’t know Christ, now is the time to take Him into your life.
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