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In my thinking, one of the grandest themes in the Bible is God’s superseding love.  In any sense of the word, it far surpasses any worthiness of ours, and even as unworthy as we are, God loves us still.

Most people live by the principle that when everything goes their way, they are happy and joyful.  But if the tide turns, they become sad and gloomy.  In other words, they are dependent on what happens around them.  What an unsatisfactory way to live.  How much better it is to depend upon a vital experience with the unchangeable God, than to depend on happenings.  He is the true source of joy.  Furthermore, those who know Christ as Savior and Lord are surrounded by the love of God at all times.  Human love is so frail and fickle that it is almost impossible for us to understand the value and importance of God’s love.  For example, we read in Hebrews 12:6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth.  Chastening does not mean punishment but correction.  If God did not love believers, He would permit them to live any way he might choose, which of course would be very dangerous.  But because of His great love, there are times when God must chasten us.

Frequently, it is during trials and difficulties that we turn to the Lord in complete reliance and confidence.  More often than not, however, we complain about adversity, overlooking the fact that even adversity is another expression of God’s love.

A Christian man planned to call on a friend who was in deep trouble and who complained continually.  When he reached the house, he found the man in his back yard, pruning a grape vine.  “Owing to the rain,” the man explained, “this vine is overgrown with superfluous wood, and the leaves are all over so that the sun cannot get to the grapes to ripen them.  I have to prune them away so that the vine may bring its fruit to maturity.”  “Does the vine resist and oppose you?” the visitor asked.  “No, of course not.”  “Then why,” asked the visitor, “are you displeased with our gracious God that He should do to you what your vine must not be displeased that you do to it?” 

How important that we know and realize that there are times when our lives need pruning.  God must intervene.  Chastening is necessary; in no other way could we be helped.  We must never forget, however, that God loves us regardless of the chastening.  If we realize this, we shall not complain.  We shall rest in the confidence He gives; we shall trust in the promise of His provision and not permit ourselves to become distraught and disturbed.  We shall take God at His Word and realize that He has said, “I have loved thee with an everlasting love.”  

Do you feel that you are not worthy of God’s love?  If you do, you are right.  You are not; neither am I.  No one is.  But this is the kind of God that we have.  He loves us in spite of what we are done.  As the result, we need not feel that we have been forsaken.  Those who have trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord are not orphans.  We are children of God’s grace.  We are heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus.  We are kept by His unchangeable love, and even though we are chastened, it is not without the love of God.

Never brood over your adversity, for if you do, it will hatch despair.  Rest in the Lord, realizing that as the result of your affliction, you will be stronger.  Your testimony for Christ will be much more effective.  Your confidence in Him will be strengthened.  

A famous, old violin maker always made his instruments out of wood from the north side of the tree because he found that the wood that withstood the blast of the fierce, cold wind, the icy snow, and the raging storm, gave finer tones to his violins.  In a similar manner, adversity gives the sweetest melodies to the soul.

Think back; who of your earthy friends has provided the greatest help and consolation in your times of trial?  Was it someone who never experienced any sorrow?  Was it someone who always basked in the sunshine, not knowing anything about the rain?  I am sure not.  Doubtless, you were consoled by a Christian friend who said, “I know what you are going through.  I went through it myself.”  Because he had experienced the affliction because of God’s love in the midst of it, he was able to help you.

Sometimes, we get so wrapped up in ourselves that we see only our own suffering and anxiety and think no one else has any trouble.  This is one of the best ways I know of to add to one’s misery.  Don’t think about yourself.  Help somebody else and, doubtless, you will be relieved of the burden of your own heartache.  Extend a helping hand to others.  Love them as God loves you.  You may be sure, He will take care of you as you help somebody else.

Possibly, you have never really recognized the fact of God’s love because you have not yet received Christ into your life.  It took all the love of eternity for God to put His only Son on the cross for you.  Have you ignored this love?  Open your heart to God; claim Christ as your very own.  Pray, “Lord, I want to be saved.  At this very moment, I take Christ as my Savior and Lord.  Help me to turn from my sins as I trust Jesus for all things.”
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