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Why is it that some pastors appear to be doing a much more effective job than others?  We might readily conclude that this is probably because of their radiant personality.  There is no doubt that this helps, but there are other things of importance.

In Jeremiah 3:15 God says, And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.  How wonderful it would be if every pastor were to fulfill this description of what a true pastor should be, feeding his people with knowledge and understanding.

What is essential if the man of God is to feed his people with knowledge and understanding?  First, in my thinking, is the fact that he must be a pastor who will guard his time carefully.  He cannot run about here and there all week long and expect to enter his study Saturday night, and come before his people with a masterpiece on Sunday morning.  Some preachers have been deceived with the idea that all I need is a few illustrations, the Bible, and Saturday night.  The results of such shabby preparation are usually extremely shallow.  The true pastor will take time to be a student of the Word of God.  He will reserve study hours daily and permit nothing but necessary emergencies to interrupt.

Jeremiah the prophet declared Thy words were found, and I did eat them: and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart (Jeremiah 15:16).  God’s prophet was a man of the word.  Later, when in prison because of his faithfulness to God, it is true he was tempted to give up.  But what was the result?  Then I said, I will not make mention of Him, nor speak any more in His name.  But His word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay (Jeremiah 20:9).  Jeremiah was saturated with the Word of God.  To be sure to be saturated with the Word of God, one must take time to study the Word.  There are churches where the pastor is no longer a student of the Word.  Instead, he has become a business executive, fundraiser, socialite, architect, and a host of other things, which he should not be at all.

One tells of his pastor in a good-sized church who was busy altering blueprints of the new building, designing advertising copy for his church, checking on a soil erosion problem on one corner of the church property, and handling numerous strictly-business affairs, all of which might well have been handled by a committee of capable laymen in the church.  “In the meantime,” our friend stated, “I did not know of this pastor doing a single bit of study, worthwhile reading, or meditation.

There is no easy way for one to get a knowledge of God’s Word.  This demands time in the presence of God.  We may have instant coffee and instant other things, but there is no such process as instant Bible study.  It is for this reason that the minister who would be effective for God must guard carefully his hours of study.

Furthermore, the pastor who would be useful for God must be a living example of the truth he proclaims.  Paul’s advice to the young preacher, found in 1 Timothy 4:12 was Be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.  This is so essential for the minister of the Gospel if he expects to be used of God.  There are preachers who study hard to preach exactly, yet study little to live exactly.  Whether in the pulpit or out of it, the man God uses will be the same, exalting Christ in all that he does and says.

It is a tragedy when a man is one man in the pulpit and another man in the home.  What that man is in the pulpit is a mere front, and an affront to God and to man.  Woe to that one of whom it can be said, “When he is in the pulpit we wish he would never come out of it.  When he is out of the pulpit, we wish he would never go into it.”  Show me a pastor who proves himself in his home, whose wife can truly say of him, “He is a godly man,” whose children can say of him proudly, “Dad is a real Christian,” and you will have a man who is worthy to fill the pulpit.  Example is far more forceful than precept.  As one preacher declared, “People look at me six days of the week to see what I mean on the seventh.”

Thirdly, the pastor to be effective for God should be one who overflows with the love of God.  Paul said in Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love.   This applies to pastors as well as anyone else.  He should be a disciple of God’s love.  If he preaches a message impregnated with the love of God, of what of value is his preaching if he does not demonstrate the love of God?  Many pastors are known by their sarcasm their bitterness, their inability to control their temper, their display of pride and haughtiness, while lacking in the necessary virtue of God’s love.

I had a pastor friend who is now with the Lord.  Some years ago he was called to a church where several pastors before him had failed because of their lack of love.  For many years, this church had as its pastor a godly man who was not necessarily a great preacher; yet the people loved him, primarily because he loved the people.  Whatever their circumstances or need, he was there.  He lived sacrificially for his people and was known by all as a true under-shepherd.  After a most fruitful ministry, this faithful pastor was called to a greater work.  It was only after days of agony in waiting before the Lord, that he finally came to the conclusion that the change was God’s will for his life.  It was not easy to leave his flock.

After he had gone and a new man had been called to the church, all the people could talk about was their former pastor.  The new man couldn’t stand this.  He was extremely jealous.  He was only there a short time, and then resigned.  The next pastor was guilty of the same evil of envy and jealousy.  Lacking in love, he too resigned after a short and ineffective ministry.  Finally, my friend was called to that church.  He suffered, as did his two predecessors.  But he went along with the Lord and had it out with him.  He realized that his attitude of jealousy was sinful.  There was pride in his life.   He lacked in love and compassion, such as the other two pastors. 

He got it all straightened out with God.  When the people talked with him about their former pastor and what a wonderful man he was, my friend joined in with them and praised God for such a man.  In the pulpit, he spoke freely about their former pastor and how God used this man.  Because my friend got the victory in his own heart, and manifested love toward the man whom the people loved, the first thing you know, they were all loving the new pastor.  This went on for a number of years.  But it wasn’t long after my friend became the pastor of that church that he had a place in the hearts of his people.  He might have succumbed to jealously, as did his two predecessors, but he got victory in the Lord.  He received a new understanding of the love of God in his own heart, and God blessed his ministry in an unusual way.

I hope you will think about these three essentials: the man of God must guard his time carefully, he must be a living example of the truth he preaches, and he must be a man overflowing with the love of God.

If you happen to be one who has never received Christ into your life, I beg of you to make your decision for him right now.  God will receive you, if you will turn to him.
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