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A good pastor can be a great blessing to many people.  What is necessary to be a good pastor?  This has been the basis of a three-part series, which will be concluded with this message.

Let’s take a quick rundown on some of the essentials every true preacher of the Gospel needs if he is to be effective for God.  Thus far, I have mentioned five of them.

(1) He should guard his time carefully.

(2) He should be a living exampled of the truth he preaches.

(3) He should overflow with the love of God.

(4) He should be faithful to the Lord and not guided by numbers.

(5) He should be a man who practices believing prayer.

Now we come to our sixth essential.  The pastor should be one who earnestly seeks to please God. 

There will always be some people in the congregation endeavoring to win a special place in the pastor’s heart, for their own selfish and ulterior purposes.  The pastor who would glorify God will be very careful about friendships, and shy away from any that would hinder his freedom in preaching the truth.  The preacher whom God uses will not be a man-pleaser but above all else he would desire to please the Lord.  He would say with the Psalmist, I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart (Psalm 40:8).

A pastor was asked how he could take such a large church and please seven hundred people.  He said, “I don’t even try to please seven hundred, but only One.”  The true pastor will get his messages from God, and when he preaches, he will preach the truth, regardless of who might be offended.  To be sure, he cannot be expected to please everyone.  Even Christ himself did not do this.

A committee from a small community church in California went to see a well-known Christian worker to solicit his help in obtaining a pastor.  “What kind of pastor are you looking for?” he asked.  “We have two factions in our church,” they replied, “and we want someone who can get along with everybody.”  The Christian worker replied, “If you find such a person, you wouldn’t want him.  He would be the sorriest pastor you could possibly get.”  Indeed, this friend was correct.  A pastor who could get along with everybody would certainly be an unusual person.  His effectiveness for God would be questionable.

Here is another essential.  The preacher who would be most effective for God will faithfully preach and teach the Bible, God’s Word.  Of course, the one who would proclaim the Bible must know and believe the Bible.  He must be a student of the Word.  God says in 2 Timothy 2:15 Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  Daily, God’s servant should pour over the Scriptures, seeking to fill his own heart with the truth.  It is a great tragedy when we realize how many in our pulpits these days do not believe the Bible.

One of our popular magazines carried an interesting article entitled The Startling Beliefs of our Future Ministers.  Over one hundred seminarians in eight of the leading divinity schools were interviewed and these were the results: only 44% of them believed in the virgin birth of Jesus Christ; 29% believed there is a real heaven and hell; 46% believed that Jesus ascended physically into heaven after His crucifixion; and only 1% were convinced that there will be a Second Coming of Jesus Christ.

May I ask of what value these men will be to their congregations?  Paul’s admonition to young Timothy was to preach the Word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.  Then he warned that the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.  But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry (2 Timothy 4:2-5).  To make full proof of ones ministry, he must be faithful – absolutely faithful – to the word of God and all that it teaches, from Genesis to Revelation.

The final essential I want to speak about is that the preacher who would be used of God must be a man filled and controlled by the Holy Spirit of God.  Let no one think He can be effective in His own wisdom.  Paul declared in Romans 8:16 that the spirit himself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God.  It is the Holy Spirit within who will best declare the message of God through the yielded servant of God. In Zachariah 4:6 we read that it is not by might, not by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.  Daily, the minister of the Gospel must be certain that he is laboring in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Then and only then can he please the Lord whom he serves.  God makes it clear that they that are in the flesh cannot please God.

Someone has said, “There are tireless preachers but there are also fireless preachers.”  A fireless preacher will be of little value to anyone.  But on the other hand, a flame of fire in the pulpit will soon melt the ice in the pew.  How important that the one who would be the under-shepherd for God be on fire for the Lord.  He can only be on fire as he is filled with the Spirit of God.

I say to every preacher of the Gospel listening to me, get your messages from God.  Pour over the Word; let the Spirit move you that you will declare with absolute certainty what God says in His Word.  Let the message grip your own heart, and then preach in the power of the Holy Spirit, and you are bound to see eternal results.  When you stand before your people to preach, preach as though it were your last sermon, as though eternity were beckoning to you.  Preach as though every hearer were to die lost, unless you were to win them, right then and there, for Jesus Christ.  So preach, that when you appear before our living Lord you will hear Him say, Well done, thou good and faithful servant.
The opportunities before us today are unlimited.  The hour is late.  Let us proclaim Christ boldly that we may faithfully fulfill the task for which we have been called – to preach the Gospel to every creature. 

Should a pastor be reading who is not wholly yielded to the Lord, or has not been faithfully proclaiming all the truth, I urge you to get on your knees and get right with God.  Yield your life to the control of the Holy Spirit; fulfill the task for which you have been called.  Let God possess you fully and use you for His glory.  Your ministry will then be blessed by Him and souls will come to Christ and get saved.  Let God work through you.  You be God’s man and the Lord will do great things to you.

And if you are without Christ in your heart, friend, you need to get saved.  I pray that the Spirit of God will move upon you right now and bring you to the place of repentance where you will cry out to the Lord and say, “Jesus, come into my life.  Change my life, Lord, and save me.”  And God will do just that, if you will let Him do it.
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