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Because of His great love, God puts up with many things in His people.  But one thing He detests is our trying to make Him play second fiddle.  He says, Seek ye first the kingdom of God (Matthew 6:33).  He wants the preeminence.

One time, Andrew Murray was discussing some of the needs of the church with his friends.  In the group was a very godly, Christian worker who had been greatly used in training other workers.  Mr. Murray asked him what he felt was the greatest need of the church.  The Christian worker answered very simply, yet determinedly, “Absolute surrender to God is the one thing.”  Though that statement was made a number of years ago, I am thoroughly convinced in my own heart that this is the great need in the church today.

There is such shallowness on the part of many professing Christians.  Numbers of our churches have membership standards that readily accept a thin watered-down level of membership instead of the New Testament standard.  Little is heard of separation or sanctification.  Any mention of the separated life, to many seems narrow and fanatical. To give Jesus Christ complete control of the life with the essential effectiveness in the home, the school, the office, or the shop is just too much for some.  

In the New Testament, where do we find a distinction between belief and separation?  Repeatedly, the Word of God teaches that this is all one, great, zenith experience as we submit to the lordship of Jesus Christ.  No man can serve two masters, Jesus said, for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other.  Ye cannot serve God and mammon.  Many have sought to lead a two-sided sort of Christian experience, but found it to be not only impossible but also inconsistent with the clear teaching of Jesus Christ.

There are two sorrowful tragedies in life.  The worst is a lost soul; the next is a lost life.  There can be no greater mistake than to go through life without Christ and come to death, to be cast into hell.  But next to this is the sad blunder of making a profession of Jesus Christ and then living a life of no depth by failing to take up the cross to follow Christ.  There are millions guilty of this second error. They call themselves Christians.  They say they have been born again, but their manner of life is sadly lacking in Holy Spirit power and effectiveness.

Alexander the Great had a soldier in his army with the same name as his. It had been reported that the soldier was a coward.  When the news reached the brave general, he sent for the soldier.  Having been ushered into the presence of the great conqueror, the soldier stood at attentions as Alexander said angrily, “I have heard two things about you: one is that it has been reported that you are a coward.  Secondly, I understand that you bear the same name as I do.  Now, I demand that you do one of two things: either become a brave soldier and live up to the name of Alexander, or change your name and get out of my army.”

How essential that every soldier of the cross of Jesus Christ take these words to heart.  Every believer bears the name of Jesus Christ.  Are we standing for Him consistently, bearing a testimony for Him; or are we cowards?  May it not be said further, if we are unwilling to live a life of obedience and surrender to the Lord Jesus, then we ought to give up the name of Christian and get out of the army of God altogether.  The needs of the world are too great.  The raging battle with sin and Satan is too severe for a nominal, superficial, inconsistent kind of Christianity.

Listen to what God says in Galatians 5:24.  They that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.  Are you a child of God?  If so, you should no longer follow the course of this world with its lusts.  Your life should be completely yielded to Jesus Christ.  As a follower of Christ, you should have one sincere desire above all else, and that to please Him.

One time Wilbur Chapman was visiting with General Booth.  Dr. Chapman sat on the edge of his chair listening intently as the great General told of the trials, conflicts, and victories in the service of the Lord.  Suddenly, Wilbur Chapman interrupted by asking, “General Booth, tell me, what has been the secret of your success?”  There was a pause before the General replied, and then tears came to his eyes as he said, “I will tell you the secret.  God has had all of me there was to have.  There have been men with greater opportunities.  But from the day I got the poor of London on my heart, and a vision of what Jesus Christ can do, I made up my mind that God would have all of William Booth there was.”  Later, Wilbur Chapman in relating this incident was heard to say, “I learned from William Booth that the greatness of man’s power is the measure of his surrender.”  Who would not agree with that?  “The greatness of man’s power is the measure of his surrender.”

You say you are a child of God; you have trusted in Jesus Christ?  Who is running your life - you or God? If you are, you are frustrated, given to worry; nothing turns out right for you; you are envious of other Christians who are being blessed and used of God.  Are you ready to get out of this half-hearted sort of life?  Then go to the Lord and tell Him.  Lay it all out on the altar for God.  Surrender everything to Him and trust Him for everything.  Don’t be a hypocrite.  Let Jesus Christ have full control, and then the power of the Holy Spirit will come upon your life.

If you are a true believer, and many times there is a very faint line and one doesn’t know which side a person may be on -sometimes, they seem like they might be a Christian, and at other times there is no evidence at all, this is a terrible way to live.  We ought to know, everybody in our home ought to know, and those with whom we are employed ought to know beyond a shadow of a doubt that we belong to Jesus Christ.

I hope this is true in your life, friend, not because you are always talking about Jesus, but because the glory of the Lord is being manifested in your life.  Ye are the salt of the earth.  Your life and my life ought to be making people thirsty for God.  I hope this is true in your experience.

If you are not sure you are saved, make sure.  Ask Christ to save you right now, and He will.  He responds immediately when a person calls upon Him, for He makes it clear in the Word of God that whosoever shall call upon the Lord shall be saved – right then and there.  It isn’t a process; you don’t wait until you die to find out.  The very moment you believe on Jesus Christ, God saves you for eternity.  But you must come God’s way, and that is through Christ.  If you have never come, I invite you to turn to Jesus right now.  And then, live the life; go forth in power; let you light shine that men may see that you belong to God.
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