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A divided life for the Christian is really a wasted life.  The Bible makes it clear that a house divided against itself cannot stand.  As no home can last if there is continued disagreement and lack of harmony, so the Christian life is headed for a rocky road if Christ is not in full control.

Our risen Christ declared all power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  Then he said, Go ye therefore. And teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.

Jesus Christ is the possessor of all power.  There are no limits to what He can do through His people.  On the basis of this truth, He commissioned His own to evangelize the entire world.  But before the disciples were to begin this tremendous task, Jesus had something else to say in Acts 1:8. He said to His disciples, Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you.  They were to tarry and wait for the power of God.  They needed a work of the Holy Spirit in their own hearts before they could experience the mighty blessing of God in service.  After the Spirit came upon them and they were yielded to God’s control, then they went out to blaze the trail of evangelism, that every nation of the world might hear the message of the Gospel.

Faithful disciples of the cross, completely yielded to Christ, are still telling the lost and dying men and women all around the world about the love and mercy of God.  But the tragic and regrettable fact is that too few of those who profess to be Christians have gotten the needed vision of reaching every man, woman, and boy and girl in this generation for Christ.  What is the reason for this failure? – Lack of submission to the will of God.  Many are still living for themselves, dominated by the flesh, using Christ as a mere convenience.

When World War II broke out, Colonel LeCraw, a Christian man, was mayor of Atlanta, Georgia.  Having been on the reserve list, he was called into the service of our country.  Later, he assisted General Eisenhower in planning the Normandy Beach landing.  After the war, he served with the occupation forces on the continent.  At the conference table in Vienna, he was seated opposite the Russian representative.  It came to him one day that he should attempt to win this brilliant communist to Christ.  Before long, the communist sensed the Colonel’s endeavor and said, “Look here, Le Craw, you are trying to make me a religious man.  I am a communist.  I belong to the party; for me the party comes first.  I am an atheist.  I had to declare myself one to become a member of the party.  If I were commanded by the party to kill you, I would do it.  It’s the same way with my wife and my children.  The party comes first, because I belong to the party.  Now, cease trying to make me religious.”

Colonel LeCraw went to his room, and falling upon his need cried, “Lord, to whom do I belong?  To whom would I be so obedient?”  There and then he dedicated himself to God, to be and do what God would have him be and do.  When he arrived home in Atlanta, he went to his pastor and related his experience.  He said to his pastor, “I am at your disposal for the next twelve months.  I want you to give me the most difficult task you can ask me to do.  This will be of no cost to the church, but I am yours for the next twelve months.”  The Board of the church met, and after prayerful consideration said to Colonel LeCraw, “In due of the fact that we have only eight missionaries in Japan, we have decided to ask you to go and challenge the young people of our denomination, and stir up missionary interest everywhere among our young people.”  Almost immediately, Colonel LeCraw set out on this mission, for he had determined to obey Christ, whatever the cost.

How often we have heard of God’s servants who had to read of the camps of the atheists and the communists to learn the meaning of consecration.  Yet all the while, the New Testament shouts the truth to us, Ye are not your own, for ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s (1 Corinthians 6: 19,20).  Are you a Christian?  Are you a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ?  Then God declares, you are not your own.  You have another Master.  You are Christ’s possession; you belong to Him that He may do with you what He desires.  This is what it means to be a Christian.  It is the only kind of Christianity the New Testament teaches.

Could it be that you are living on a low plain?  You have been quick to absorb all the advantages of being a Christian, but you are giving nothing; your life has been fruitless and empty for Christ.  There is one word that best describes you – it is not Christian, but self.  The happiest people in all the world are not the selfish, but the unselfish; not the proud, but the lowly in heart; not the grabbers, but the givers; not those who take most, but those who love most.  Are you a Christian?  If so, what kind are you.  Maybe Christ does not have possession of you.  Turn your life over to Him completely.  He can do more with it than you can.  You will waste it; but He will invest it.  You will abuse it; but He will use it.

Do you want happiness, fruitfulness, and blessing in your Christian experience?  If you do, pray this prayer with me.

Oh use this earthen vessel, Lord,


Wherever thou hast need of me,


For thy name’s sake I yield my all,


To be what thou wouldst have me be.

If you are not a Christian, come to Christ right now.  You think you are getting along without Him, but you don’t know what it is to live with Him.  Why not come to Him and find out.  Receive Jesus Christ as your Lord, and walk with Him day by day.  You will have the privilege of talking with Him.  You will have the privilege of reading and understanding His Word.  It is a thrilling life to walk with Christ and to live with Christ, and allow Him to live through us.  I hope you will trust in Him.  Receive Christ as Savior and Lord.  Do it right now, friend.  You will never regret it.

I have been saved over fifty years, and it has been a thrilling life.  There have been problems; there have been hardships.  I haven’t understood everything; but God understands everything.  And I can trust Him day by day, and so can you, if you know Him.  But if you don’t know Christ, now is the time to come to Him.  Just pray and say, “Lord Jesus, I want to be saved.  Come into my life and save me right now.”  Then, find a good church, begin to grow in grace as, daily, you have a prayer time and Bible reading time.  Tell others about Jesus – be a witness for Him.
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