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Wouldn’t it be a wonderful thing if all of our homes were happy homes?  Regrettably, this is not the case, as you know all too well.  Many homes are in a sorrowful mess these days.

I want to say again, as I have sought to indicate in my two previous messages, that it is Jesus Christ who makes a happy home.  You can only have Christ in your home as you have Christ in your heart.

But, maybe you are a Christian and your spouse is not.  What should you do?  You should do two things: you should pray much, and live the Christian life before your mate.  Pray frequently for the salvation of your unsaved loved ones.  God gives the promise in Matthew 21:22 that all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.  Remember, there are no limits as to what God can do.  He can perform mighty miracles.  So, don’t give up; it may be one year, two years, five years, or you may be in heaven before your spouse comes to know Christ.  But be sure of this, if you are faithful in prayer, he or she will come.  

Also live the Christian life in your home in a convincing, God-honoring way.  Give evidence that something wonderful has happened in your life.  Often the failure on the part of the Christian is right here.  The unsaved husband or wife in not interested in coming to Christ because he sees no change in the other who professes to be saved.  God says in Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see – and that means openly behold – your good works.  In Ephesians 2:10 God tells us that we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works.  If we have had a genuine experience with Christ on the inside, God says, show it on the outside.  It is one thing to know it, but quite another thing to show it.  

I could not emphasis too strongly the importance of getting right with God immediately, if you are not saved.  If you do not know Jesus Christ as your Lord, it is impossible for you to know the best God has for you in your home.  You may have plenty of money, cars, a boat, the best of furniture, and most everything else.  But if you do not have that of greatest importance, a personal heart-experience with Jesus Christ, you have missed the very best.  

A young couple was busy getting ready for a very exclusive gathering.  The wife wore her finest, for the wealthiest people of the city would be there.  Here husband was ready and waiting in the car.  Before going downstairs, the wife went to the nursery to kiss her little baby good night.  As she leaned over the crib, the little one, attracted by the sparkle of earrings, reached up and grabbed one and held it tight.  As the baby held on, something tugged at the mother’s heart.  She released the little hand and put it down.  She hastened to the car and they drove off to the big affair.

On the dance floor, something continued to tug at the mother’s heart.  After awhile she became so disturbed that she said to her husband, with haste, “Joe, I don’t feel well.  I am going home.”  “Oh, I am sorry,” he said, “I’ll go with you.”  “No,” she replied, “you stay.”  Since Joe was a judge and a politician, it was necessary that he be present.  He acquiesced, and his wife rushed on home.  As soon as she reached home, she went to the nursery to see her baby, for she feared that something might have happened.  But everything was all right.  The mother in all of her finest went into the bathroom and locked the door.  She knelt on the floor and began to pray.  She had been a nominal churchgoer like many people, but she knew down deep in her heart that she did not have what God wanted her to have.  She opened her heart to the Lord and received Jesus Christ right there in her bathroom. 

Later in the evening when her husband returned home, he went directly to the bathroom and asked, “Are you all right?”  “Yes dear, I am all right now, but I was all wrong.”  She told him what she had done.  At first he became very angry and shouted, “Why, you go to church.  You are a respectable woman.  Why were you worried?”  “Yes,” she replied, “I do go to church, I am respectable.  But I needed Jesus Christ, and tonight I took Him into my life.”  For weeks after, her husband refused to go to church with her.  In fact, he was disturbed by her action.  But she prayed and lived the new life before her husband.  Several years passed.  The little baby became a child, and she always went to church with her mother.

Special meetings were being held at the church.  On one of the evenings, the little daughter was not feeling well and the mother did not take her.  The next morning she asked, “Mother, did Daddy go with you last night?”  She said, “Yes, I finally got him to go.”  “Did he go forward when they gave the invitation?”  “No dear, I’m sorry, he did not.”  The little girl replied, “I can’t understand that.  I prayed that he would.”  When the busy father came home that evening, his wife told him what his little daughter had said, how she prayed that he would go forward.  He remained silent.  But that night he went to church again with his wife, and when the invitation was given, he was up out of his seat and down at the front.

My friend, you may be sure, God does answer prayer.  He does bring our unsaved loved ones to Himself – maybe not at the time we think He should, but He never fails.  It may be that I am speaking to someone whose little child knows the Lord and you do not.  Do you realize that you are breaking that young heart by your hardness?  I have seen this many times over the years of my ministry.  I have been to youth camps where I have had young people come to me and say, “What can I do to bring my mother and father to Jesus Christ?”  Oh, how tragic, that the children and young people often know Christ while the parents do not.  This is what I call running in reverse.  The parents are the ones who should know Christ first, then lead their children to Him.

Maybe you are a parent, and at the same time you are unsaved.  Do not fail your child; do not miss God’s best.  My father was an alcoholic.  He was very abusive.  For twenty-one years I lived at home and never heard a word about Jesus Christ; never saw the open Bible.  All I heard was profanity and arguing, and physical abuse.  But, at age twenty-one I came to know Jesus Christ.  God did something wonderful in my life.  The whole atmosphere of that home was changed because I was changed.  I began to pray for my parents.  Then God led me to prepare for the ministry.

But, I tell you friends, that is where it all begins - when Christ enters into the heart.  If you have a son or daughter who has come to Christ and you haven’t, you take Christ into your life too.  Make yours a happy home.  Only God can do that.  You will never regret the decision if you take Christ as your Savior and Lord.  There is no better time to do this than right now.  God says in 2 Corinthians 6:2 behold, now is the accepted time.

The story is told of Peter the Great of Russia, dying without having made his will.  Just before he died, he called for a slate and wrote; “Give all to...” but he died, and the dead hand never finished the half-written sentence.  In God’s eye, many a life may be forever an unfinished sentence, because of putting off to another day what is a present duty. 

Harvey Peak has written these words:

 
We can never know what the future will bring

 
  Of happiness worry or pain,

So the best rule to follow is do it today, 

  For to act in the present is gain.

That is so true.  Do it right now.  Take Christ into your life and begin this new life of blessing and hope in the Savior.
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