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Who is the most important person in our society?  You may have your own ideas, but as far as I am concerned, it is a mother who lives for God, and does her best to rear her children for God.  I salute every mother today who fits into this category.

This is the time of the year when we pay special tribute to our mothers.  Of course, in reality, every day ought to be Mother’s Day.  But it is heartening to know that there is one day of the year when we can give due recognition and respect to those who have meant so much to every phase of our society.  How we thank the Lord for God-fearing mothers who have committed their lives to Christ and sought to rear their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

Probably, there is no better example in the Bible of true motherhood than Hannah of whom we read in 1 Samuel 1:27,28.  For this child I prayed; and the Lord hath given me my petition which I asked of Him: Therefore also I have lent him to the Lord; as long as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord.  Before the child was born, Hannah interceded at the throne of grace for her child.  And then, after his birth, she dedicated him to the Lord, that God might use him according to His blessed will.

When mothers follow this practice, it is rare that their children go wrong.  Indeed, in later years, both her children and her husband will have only praise for her worthiness.  As we read in Proverbs 31:28, Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praiseth her.
The four sons of Dr. G. Campbell Morgan, the well-known Bible teacher, became preachers.  His youngest son, Howard, took his father’s place in Great Britain.  Howard, like his father, also became a great preacher.  One time, when the whole family was assembled, a visitor asked Howard which of the Morgan family was the greatest preacher.  He answered instantly, as he looked his father straight in the eye, “My mother.”  What a wonderful tribute.  Even though Dr. G. Campbell Morgan was the idol of many preachers of his day, the four sons of the Morgan family readily recognized the influence of their godly mother.

I don’t know of anything more valuable to a young man or a young woman than the memory of a mother who was a true saint of God, rearing her children on the Bible, praying with them, and setting a holy example before them in the home.  I tell you, it is pretty difficult for a young man or a young woman, when they get away from home, to stray from that kind of influence.  The memory of a godly mother is not easy to erase from one’s mind.  When tempted to lie or cheat, when tempted to neglect needed church attendance, when tempted to make the wrong decision, when tempted to follow in the paths of sin, the memory will be there to bless and to guide.

Wesley L. Gustafson once related that as a boy, his mother would never go to bed until he came home; even if it were close to dawn.  He would try to sneak quietly up the stairs.  But he could see her light in her room, and knew that she was praying for him.  After he was in bed, quietly she would come into his room.  He would peek from under the covers and pretend that he was sleeping.  Sweetly and softly she would call, “Wes,” but he would not answer.  Again, she would call, but he would not let her know he heard.  Then she would walk over to the window and, as he peeked out from under the covers, he would see her standing there.  Then quietly she would begin to pray, “Oh, God, save my boy.  Bring him to thyself.  Open his heart to thy great love.”  Many years later, Wesley L. Gustafson said, “That memory will never leave me.”

No, you may be sure, mother, if you faithfully do your job as God would have every mother to do - training your child in the way of the Lord, taking him to Sunday school, praying for him and with him, bearing a holy example before him - God will work in his heart.  And that child will desire, above all else, that which he has seen and heard in his mother.

Regrettably, many mothers are not taking the time they should to train their children in the way of the Lord.  They are very careful that their children are cared for physically - they provide the provide food and the balanced diet with the needed vitamins.  They are concerned that they are cared for mentally.  They help them with their studies; they take a sincere interest in seeing that the homework is done.  But spritually, which is most important, many mother have no regard, whatsoever.

And yet, the Bible says in Mark 8:36,37 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?  Mother, your child is more than a body.  He is not an animal.  He is a soul.  You are his greatest preacher and evangelist.  Don’t leave the job to someone else.  Show him the way of life through Jesus Christ.  Point him to the cross.  Tell him what Jesus did for him.

It may be that you have never experienced salvation in your own heart.  Possibly you don’t know what it is to be saved.  Let me tell you very simply from the Word of God.  In Acts 16:31 the Bible says, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.  Believe that He died for your sins.  Believe that He rose again.  Believe at this moment.  If you invite Him to come into your heart, He will come in.  God will save you for all eternity.  Feed your own soul on the Word of God.  Each day, spend time reading God’s Word systematically and let God speak to you through His Word.  Take time to pray and commune with God.

I believe there is nothing more impossible in life than trying to rear children without prayer.  Many parents have tried to do this and they have failed completely in their responsibility as parents.  The job is too big for any of us.  We need the Lord to guide us in this tremendous responsibility.  

Do you really know the Lord?  If not, God is calling you to Himself right now.  You want to be a good mother, don’t you?  You want to provide the very best for your child.  You can’t do it without God.

Will you bow your head at this very moment and ask the Lord Jesus to come into your life?  If you are sincere, if you mean business with God, you may be sure that He will come in.  He will give you wisdom to rear your child.

Maybe your neglect of the Lord has already brought misery into your family.  It looks as though things are too late.  You may have missed out on much that God wanted you to enjoy.  Probably, it is late, but not too late.  God loves you and He wants to help you.  Take Him into your life.
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