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It has been said that those who can, do; but those who cannot, criticize.  Probably, this is not always true, but very often it is.

Let me give you three ways to escape criticism: first, do nothing; second, say nothing; and third, be nothing.  Anyone who follows the Lord and attempts to do a positive work for God will be criticized.  It is to be expected.  Recall the instance when Israel faced the Philistines, and the mighty Goliath stepped forward to frighten the children of Israel.  There was a young man by the name of David, a humble shepherd boy, who was not afraid of this monster.  David volunteered to go out and stand against the onslaught of Goliath.  No one else would dare attempt this.  Now, you would have thought his peers would have praised David, but not so.  There was a man by the name of Eliab who criticized him severely, suggesting that the only reason David was doing this was to get a name for himself; he was not really interested in winning the war for Israel.

How did Eliab know David’s heart?  How does anyone who criticizes know the heart of the one he criticizes?  By the way, why didn’t Eliab go out and fight Goliath?  Well, you know the rest of the story, how that David slew Goliath with his slingshot.  There is no question about it; God was on David’s side.  This had to be a mighty miracle of God.  But in spite of his sincere intention, David was criticized.  It usually works this way.  Anybody who has a sincere heart to serve God and do His will can expect criticism.  It is tragic, but true.

I recall one congregation I pastured many years ago.  There was a young man in the audience who seemed to have the special “gift” of criticism.  He would approach me on occasion and say, “You know, pastor, everybody is saying this,” or, “everybody is saying that.”  I listened to him for a while, but one day I asked, “Who is everybody?”  “Oh,” he said, “my wife, and I, and Mrs. Smith and her husband.”  Here were four people, out of a congregation of several hundred, who in his mind represented everybody else.  I discovered long ago that, usually, criticizers are a small minority, but very often they make so much noise and cause so much of a disturbance, it would seem like they are the majority.

They remind me of the old gentleman who came to the owner of a restaurant and asked if he would like to buy a couple of loads of frog’s legs.  “Why,” he said, “I couldn’t use that many in twenty years.”  “Well, will you take about thirty bushels?”  “Oh no, I couldn’t use that many.”  “Well, how about a couple of dozen frog’s legs, and then we’ll see if you can use more.”  “That sounds more like it,” he said.  A few days later the man returned with a sheepish look on his face.  He had only three pairs of frog’s legs.  “That’s all I caught,” he explained.  “You see, I live near a pond and these frogs made so much noise I thought there must be millions of them in there.  But when I dragged the pond, I found that there were only three.”  How descriptive that is of those who criticize.  Comparatively speaking, they are few in number, but they can certainly make a lot of noise and cause a lot of trouble.  One thing is sure; the criticizer is always on dangerous ground.  

God says in Leviticus 19:16 Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people: neither shalt thou stand against the blood of thy neighbor: I am the Lord.  It is a risky thing to criticize because, usually, not only does one hinder his own testimony, he stands to be judged by God. 

Remember Paul wrote in Romans 2:1-3 Therefore, thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest does the same things.  But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which commit such things.  And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God?  What is said here does not mean that the criticizer may necessarily be doing the exact same thing as the one he criticizes.  The fact is that he has inconsistencies in his own life that could also be criticized.  For this reason, he has no right to criticize someone else.  If he were perfect and knew all things as God does, then he would be in a position to criticize.  But the criticizer’s knowledge is limited and his judgment is only partial.  Thus, he is not qualified to judge; only God can do this.  His is righteous judgment.  It is for this reason that all of us must beware of the evil of being critical.

But suppose you are on the other end.  You are the one that is being criticized.  How should you react?  What should you do?  Take it to God; talk to the Lord about it.  Analyze it before Him.  I am told that when a hawk is attacked, it does not fight back but turns upward.  So, when we are ridiculed and criticized, we should not retaliate, but turn to God.  After all, there may be some truth in the criticism.  If there is, we should do something about it and try to make it right.  But, if there is not, lay it at the feet of Jesus and leave it there.  Don’t allow your heart to become bitter.  Show forth love to the Christian brother or sister who criticized you.  Evidence Ephesians 4:32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.  Do this and get the victory.  God will take care of the rest.  Let Him do it.

Maybe you have been of a critical spirit.  I urge you to confess to the Lord and make things right.  Get victory over this evil right now.  Don’t let Satan ruin your testimony.  Let God win the battle.  And if you don’t know the Lord, if you have never met Him, I urge you to turn to Jesus Christ at this very moment and receive Him as your Savior and Lord.  For, after all, He knows you as you are.  You can fool some of your friends, but you can’t fool God; He knows your heart.  But the wonderful thing in spite of this – God still loves you.  Yes, He will receive you if you turn to Jesus Christ by faith.  I hope you will do it, right now.
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