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Are you satisfied with the way things are going at your church?  Do you feel that there might be a need of a deepening of the spiritual roots?  What about the church at large?  I feel confident that you will agree that there is room for improvement.  What can you and I do about it?

Two great preachers were talking together about the revivals of years gone by.  They spoke of The Great Revival of 1859.  One said, “Will we ever have another one, I wonder?”  Then he gave a deep sigh and added, “What a great movement of God that was, to be sure.  But we don’t seem to expect Him to do it again, do we?”  The other man answered, “The Lord will do it again, when we are as anxious as they were to see Him work in 1859.  They gave the time to wait on Him.  Sure, He will do it again, when we are as anxious as they were.”  Indeed these words are true.  The great need throughout the world today is revival; and by the use of that term I mean a mighty turning unto God, whereby men and women will confess their sins and surrender to the control of Jesus Christ.

Let me point you to one of the majestic Old Testament verses dealing with this subject revival.  It is found in 2 Chronicles 7:14 where God said If my people, that is the people of God, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.  Here we see at least four definite steps essential for revival.

First, there must be the humbling of oneself.  God declared, If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves.  And here is an arrow pointed at the root sin of mankind – his pride.  Thousands upon thousands of people in our churches are proud.  Thus, they have little time for the things that concern the Lord.  The whole situation suggests the time and civilization when the people cried, Let us build a city and a tower whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name (Genesis 11:4).  On every hand today we find preachers and Christian workers who are trying to make a name for themselves, rather than exalt God’s name.  The Bible is clear; man must be humbled, brought low to his rightful place, if God is to work.  Sometimes floods, tornadoes, financial crisis, and other such interventions of God are necessary to prevent proud believers from falling headlong into worst catastrophe.

But God says something else in 2 Chronicles 7:14.  Not only are we to humble ourselves, we are to pray.  How little time we spend in prayer.  And as the result, we have little power.  In this day of loose morals and permissiveness in living, Christians of all people ought to be having prayer meetings, praying that God will overrule and draw the ungodly to Himself.  We have the promise of God in Jeremiah 33:3.  Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things.  Here is a promise that has never been exhausted.  God says in Matthew 18:20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.  Oh, that God’s people would take hold of this promise.

Some years ago, the Battleship North Carolina lay in the harbor of New York City.  Her complement was about a thousand men.  Among these were four Christians who discovered their spiritual kinship and agreed to meet for prayer.  They were permitted to use a retired part of the ship, far below the waterline.  Here they gathered one evening.  There were only four men, but they were united in the Lord.  One was an Episcopalian, another a Presbyterian, and there were two Baptists.  As they knelt to pray, suddenly the Spirit of God filled their hearts with such joy that they burst into song.  The strange, sweet strains rose to the decks above and there created a great astonishment.  Some of their ungodly shipmates came running down.   They came to mock, but the power of God had been liberated by rejoicing faith.  It gripped the hearts of the curiosity seekers, and in one moment their derisive laughs were changed into the cries of penitent sinners.  Young men, some of them giants in stature, and most of them giants in sin, were literally smitten down and knelt humbly like little children beside the four.

A great work began in the depths of that great ship.  Night after night, prayer meetings were held and conversions took place.  They had to send ashore for help, and ministers came out to assist.  The battleship became a veritable house of God.  What does this tell us?  Simply this; the Lord will bless, the Lord will respond, if His people will only pray.

Furthermore, we see the need of surrender on the part of the people of God if we are to see revival.  God says If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face.  To seek the face of God is to turn away from our interests and desires and to yield wholly unto Him.  It is letting go, and letting God have first place. 

It is to say,

 I want the Lord to have first place in my heart.

 I want the things of earth that hinder to depart.

 I heard the Savior call,

 I gladly yield my all.

 I want the Lord to have first place in my heart.

Paul said in 1 Corinthians 2:1,2 And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.  For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.  Paul was completely surrendered to God.  He was determined not to permit anything to hinder his wonderful fellowship and relationship to God.

Can this be said of you?  Are you fully committed to the Lord’s control?  Or is family, business, prestige, social life blocking the power?  Maybe you need revival in your own heart.   Go to your knees.  Ask the Lord to fill you with Himself, to take possession.

But, in closing, God says if we are to see revival there must be a forsaking of sin.  We must be willing to turn from our wicked ways.  An unclean vessel can never be used as a repository for God’s power.  God says in 2 Timothy 2:21 If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honor, sanctified, and meet for the master’s use, and prepared unto every good work.  What does God mean by these?  He means anything that does not please and honor Him.  And be sure, anything in our lives that does not please and honor Jesus Christ is sin.  If you are a Christian, such things should be cast aside, not in your own strength but in God’s.  As we humble ourselves in His sight, pray, and surrender all to Him, He will give the strength to overcome any temptation or sin.

We read in 1 John 4:4 greater is He that is in you, that he that is in the world.  We are without excuse.  We have a mighty Christ, and as we give way to His control, He enables us to thrust aside anything that would hinder spiritual growth and power.  The real question is, do we really want revival?  Many Christians talk about revival, they pray about it, but down deep in their hearts they do not actually want it.  How do we know? - Because they are unwilling to pay the price.  The price demands the humbling of oneself, prayer, surrender, and the forsaking of sin.  Are you sincere in your request for revival?  Then be sure that you are paying the price.

Now, I may be speaking to someone who doesn’t really need revival.  You need to be saved.   You have never really met the Son of God.  If this is your case, I hope you will turn to Christ right now.  He loves you and wants to save you.  Let Him become your Lord.
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