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When it comes to sharing our faith with others and telling them about Jesus Christ, there is a strange silence that strikes many of us.  What are we afraid of?  Or maybe I should ask, what are we ashamed of?

I am always intrigued as I read the words of Abraham’s servant found in Genesis 24:7.  I being in the way the Lord led me.  I don’t know of any place more important for the Christian to be than in God’s chosen path.  Especially is this true if we are going to share our faith with others.  Often, we have our own plans and programs and, as the result, little is accomplished by way of witnessing.  We must be in the right place, at the right time, to meet the right person, in the right way, saying the right things to gain the right results.  This will not be our enthusiasm moving us to approach people, but it will be the result of being in the way the Lord leads.

How much time and effort we could save in our attempts to tell people about Christ were we to allow God to lead us in this matter.  We ought to be willing to trust the Lord to have such a grip on us that we might be moved to contact the right people at the right time.  You see, God understands when unsaved men and women are seeking light, and it is as such a time as this that He can usher us in their direction if we permit Him to do it.

Let me point out a few instances from the Scriptures where this was certainly true.  The Book of Acts informs us that there was a great evangelistic crusade going on in Samaria.  God spoke to Philip in the midst of it all saying, “I have something I want you to do.  I want you to leave this crusade and move out into Samaria today.”  The Lord directed him to take a road leading toward the desert.  You can imagine the consternation on the part of Philip, after being told to leave a successful evangelistic crusade to go out into the dessert. 

But what do we read?  Look at Act 8:27.  He arose and went.  Philip was an obedient servant of God.  He left the obvious and moved out into something he could not understand.  Truly, he walked by faith, not by sight.

Arriving at the appointed place in the desert, he met a very important man riding in a chariot.  Going up to the chariot, Philip was invited to ride along.  And, wonder of wonders, this man of great wealth was reading the Old Testament Scriptures.  Philip wasted no time.  He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”  The answer was, “No.”  Immediately, Philip went to work and interpreted the Scriptures to this man.  Had Philip done what he wanted to do, he probably would have remained in Samaria and continued his participation in the evangelistic crusade.  But God had a specific job for him far out in the desert.  Philip responded, and the result was that the man of importance was soundly converted.  Like Abraham’s servant, Philip could say, I being in the way the Lord led me.  

In the ninth chapter of Acts, the same principle is repeated.  Here we see a man called Saul of Tarsus, moving along a road leading to Damascus.  The Lord knew that down deep in this man’s heart, he was seeking something that would bring satisfaction to his life, even though he hated Christians.  Wonder of wonders again, God met him in a marvelous way and conversion was the blessed result.

In Acts 10 the seeking soul’s name is Cornelius.  Our Lord knew all about Cornelius and determined that something had to be done about his need.  The Lord had a word with Peter, informing him that there was a job to do.  He was to go and speak to Cornelius.  Probably, Peter had some arguments, while not fully comprehending the mind of God.  Possibly, he protested saying, “He is a Gentile.  Do you want me to go to a Gentile’s house and eat with him?  I can’t go near that man.”  The Lord said, “Listen Peter, you must learn to do what I tell you to do.”  Finally, Peter went.  And again, a gracious God met a very real spiritual need.

These same thrilling things are happening today through God’s chosen servants who are obedient to God’s leading, to those who are following in the will of God who are concerned about the lost, witnessing as God would have them to do.

In one of the pastorates I served, there was an active Christian businessman who came to Christ late in life.  As the result, he tried to make up for lost time.  He used every opportunity possible to tell others about the Lord Jesus Christ.  He had a burden that others might come to know the Savior and not miss out on the blessing he had missed through his wasted years.  In fact, once a week, he would go to one of the large naval hospitals.  Having obtained permission, he went from bed to be to witness for the Lord.  One day he happened to be working in a women’s ward.  Approaching the bedside of a young lady, he greeted her.  Then she said, “You look like a businessman.  Maybe you can answer some questions about some papers I have to fill out.”  My friend examined the papers carefully and realizing that he was not qualified to advise her said, “I’m sorry, I can’t answer your questions about the papers.  But I can answer the most important question in life.”  “Oh, what is that?” she said.  “The greatest question in life,” he said, “is where will you spend eternity?”  And then he proceeded to tell her of the marvelous grace of God in providing Jesus Christ as our sin bearer and Savior, and by putting faith and trust in Him we can be saved immediately for all eternity.  Wherever this man went, it was always the same.  He would tell somebody about Jesus.  He would grasp every opportunity.

Friend, this is the way it should be in the experience of all believers.  We should have an earnest desire to share this amazing truth of salvation through Jesus Christ.  But so many believers are out of the will of God.  In fact, they are far more concerned about the things of the flesh and this world that they have no love for the lost; they are unconcerned about the will of God, with no burden to share Christ at all.  We need to pray that God will give something of this same burden that He has - that our Lord has - for the lost.

The prophet Isaiah declared of the Lord thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from the pit of corruption (Isaiah 38:17).  This is the love that reaches down into the lowest depths to lift fallen sinners from the mire of sin and plant their feet upon the solid rock of Jesus Christ.  It is thrilling to realize that some of God’s people do have a burden for the lost.

Some years ago, night after night, in a crowded room in Paris, General Booth’s daughter attempted to speak to the lost about Jesus Christ while the multitude mocked and jeered her.  With a breaking heart, she walked through the hissing crowd to a poor, fallen, girl and placed her arms around her and kissed her and said, “My dear, would to God I could lead you to Jesus Christ.”  Pure lips like those had not touched the girl’s cheeks for many years.  That night, the girl committed herself to Christ.  What led her to forsake her sin and turn to Christ? – Love.  She could have said, “I was loved out of my sin into the Kingdom of Grace.

This is what we need, my friends, that we may be lifted out of our selfishness and desire above all God’s will in winning the lost to Christ.  Let’s pray that God will give us compassion.  And then, let us pray that He will lead us step by step, and attempt to point others to Christ.

And if you don’t know Christ, I beg of you to turn to Him today.  He wants to save you for all eternity.  Open your heart to Him, friend.  Come to Him right now.
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