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Are you satisfied with your marriage as it is?  If you are not, maybe the suggestions I plan to offer today could be very meaningful.  After all, good marriages do not simply happen.  They take careful and prayerful thought.

I understand, that in the United States there are several million marriages a year.  But at the same time, there are about half as many divorces.  Divorce seems to be looming as a larger factor than ever before in our culture.  For many years, evangelicals dealt with the problem simply by saying, “Divorce is wrong.”  Personally, I never cherish speaking on the subject, for the simple reason that usually I am misunderstood.  You see, the moment one lifts his voice against divorce, some who are divorced feel as though they are being attacked.  In spite of what is said, frequently there is a misinterpretation.  But I shall do my best to say only what the Scriptures say.  Beyond that, you will have to decide what to do about God’s Word.  

Understand also, that what I am about to say regarding divorce should cast no reflection on anyone.  I cannot recommend divorce, yet at the same time I want to be considered a friend of divorcees and help them in any way I possibly can.

The first word that we get on our subject is found in Genesis 2: 24 where God says Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife; and they shall be one flesh.  Notice several things here.  Marriage as God instituted it should be monogamous, that is one man for one woman.  The man is to leave his father and mother and to cleave unto his wife, and they become one.  God considers them as one flesh.

In Matthew 19:5,6 Christ stated this truth, and then He added What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.  It is certainly clear that God does not advocate divorce.  His plan is that married couples stay together.  Thus, His appeal is that we don’t let anyone interfere with this relationship.  Couples are to be as one.  They are to leave other ties and establish their own, which should be inseparable.  God’s word is to leave and cleave.
But someone raises the question, “What about Moses.”  Did he not institute divorce and was he not God’s spokesman?  To both of these questions we must readily reply, yes.  But let’s not overlook the fact that Moses was human and not infallible.  Though Moses instituted divorce, God did not command it, nor did He endorse it.  He tolerated it, but it was not according to His will and wise counsel.  It is for this reason that divorce rarely provides a happy solution to an unhappy situation.

In speaking to the question of Moses and divorce Jesus said, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so (Matthew 19:8).  

In other words, what He said was, “This was Moses’ plan, not God’s.”  Christ went on to say in the next verse, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, commiteth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which his put away doth commit adultery.  In my thinking, these verses are clear.  If you are contemplating a divorce, I would strongly suggest that you take your Bible and study these passages.  Ask the Lord for wisdom to follow His direction.  Don’t think by breaking up your marriage you will solve all your problems. 

I read recently that after a year of divorce, sixty percent of the men and seventy-three percent of the women surveyed felt that they should have tried harder to make marriage work.  These are impressive figures that should not be considered lightly.  Maybe you made a mistake in getting married.  Don’t make another mistake in breaking it up.  Marriage and its problems are often considered to be funny on television and in other forms of the media.  But you may be sure that marriage is a serious matter.  It is never a joke.  That is why it is so important that couples enter into marriage only after much careful planning and consideration.

Now if it should be that your marriage does not seem to be working out as it should, let me offer several suggestions that might possibly help.  

1. Beware of anger.  Go to any length to prevent anger in your marriage, either on your part or on the part of your spouse, for a person can never think clearly or thoughtfully when he is angry.  You are in no condition to discuss things fairly when you are angry.

2. Never feel that you are superior.  Even if you are better educated or have more abilities, never laud this over your spouse.  Marriage should be a oneness whereby two people are molded together as one.  There is no boss in marriage; it is a partnership.  Never feel like you know it all because you have superior gifts or more knowledge than your spouse.  It is possible for one to have more practical knowledge in application, having never been to a college, than it is for some college graduates.

3. Be considerate.  This involves respect for your spouse, practicing courtesy at all times.  When meeting at any time of the day, have a friendly greeting.  It will help to make the whole day pleasant.

4. Be willing to help.  No matter what the occasion is, your spouse should always have priority.

5. Respect your mate’s opinions.  You may consider him or her to be wrong, but don’t be quick to tell him so.  Think it over awhile before you respond.  And, if after careful thought you think the opinion to be wrong, be as kind about it as you possibly can.

6. Be a loving person at all times, not just when you want something.  If you are a Christian, this should be easy for you, for this is one of the principles of following Christ.  Jesus said in John 13:35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.  There should never be a time when a child of God should not display the love of God in his home.

7. Prove your love.  Not only are we to state it verbally, but evidence it in what we do and how we act.  In every way possible, try to do things that please your spouse and make him or her happy.

8. Work out your finances in a practical way.  Don’t live in a fantasy world, thinking that somehow the bills will be paid, regardless of how much you spend.  Be realistic about this.  Formulate a budget and stick with it.  Live within your income.  Never spend more than you receive.  Many marriages fail as the result of failure to handle the finances properly.

9. Enlist the services of a counselor if needed.  If harmony in your marriage seems to be beyond your personal efforts, don’t give up and consider it hopeless.  Seek the spiritual advice of a godly pastor or Christian counselor.

10. Be sure Jesus Christ is your Lord.  This is more than just being a Christian.  The lordship of Jesus Christ means that He is in full control of your life, that you have yielded yourself to His direction in everything.  In my opinion, a couple cannot know supreme happiness in marriage without Jesus Christ as the head of the home and the Lord of both individuals.

 If you are having problems with your marriage, it may be because you have never really received Christ for salvation.  If this is true, I urge you to think seriously about what He did for you in dying for your sins as your substitute.  He will readily forgive you of all your sins if you will receive Him into your life as Savior and Lord.  I guarantee you that He can make an unhappy marriage into a happy one.
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