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What is sin?  There are various answers given to this question but, actually, sin is missing God’s mark of perfections.  As you know, there are no perfect humans.  Consequently, all of us are sinners, whether we want to admit it or not.

I received a delightful letter from one of our faithful listeners and supporters who lives in Pennsylvania.  Among other things, he wrote this in his letter: “This morning, I found a robin, desperately trying to fly out of our pine tree.  But both of his feet were wrapped very tightly together with fine thread, attached to a branch.  With all of his fluttering, he was not able to get away any farther than a yard from the tree.  Evidently, while building his nest, the thread tied up his feet as he turned and turned to form his home.  It took me fifteen minutes to remove the tightly bound thread without harming his delicate feet.”

What a picture this is of the power of sin in humans.  I well remember my years as a pastor in New York City when it was my privilege to speak at the Bowery Mission every Friday noon.  Hundreds of men would gather, whose feet were tightly bound by the cords of sin.  But these men were not the only ones in New York City who had been mastered by the dregs of sin.  There were people who had all the wealth they would ever need, living on Fifth Avenue with offices in Times Square.  There were those in the entertainment world, students in the universities - people of all classes and all nationalities - who were dominated by sin.  Likewise, we cannot limit these people to New York City.  They are found wherever one goes, because sin is universal.

God states this fact clearly in Romans 3:23.  For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.  Maybe you are wondering what is meant by sin.  Several definitions could be offered, but consider this one.  Sin is everything man does in a state of rebellion against God.  With this in mind, I am sure you will realize that all of us commit sin every day of our lives.  To refrain from sin would demand perfection, and no one of us can fit into this category.  

I realize that what I am talking about is controversial.  Doubtless, I have already lost some of my audience.  But we must face the facts.  Sin is very real.  So is Satan; he is the world’s worst deceiver, who is busily engaged in the task of attempting to keep people from God and a life of blessedness.  It is impossible to know this life of blessedness until we face the same issue squarely.  That is why I am talking about it today.  Not because I want to be a killjoy or morbid; I am simply facing the facts of life.  

I know some people will write me off as a fanatic and simply say, “What he is saying is ridiculous because I have never sinned.  I am a good person.  I go to church.  I have never harmed anyone.  I pay all my bills on time.  He certainly isn’t talking about me when he says everybody has sinned”  

We read in 1 John 1:10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make God a liar, and His word is not in us.  That’s pretty clear, isn’t it?  Anyone who says he is not a sinner is actually declaring God to be a liar, because God has said in Ecclesiastes 7:20 there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not.  The best person who ever lived has sin in his life, according to God’s Word.  No one can be a Christian and go to heaven who says that he does not have sin.

Here is another verse to think on in 1 John 1:8.  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  You see, not only does one call God a liar, he deceives himself; he thinks himself to be something that he actually is not.  It is a terrible thing for a person to deceive another, but when he deceives himself, he is in a most difficult state.  Because of the reality of sin, everyone should be interested in what he should do about his sin, because the danger of sin is that it does not correct itself.  It usually gets a greater hold on the person and causes more trouble.

I was in the Republic of Panama, and while driving along one of the highways I noticed a vast stretch of flat ground that had been burned off.  I was told that this was an intentional fire, that it had all been burned off that morning.  Upon inquiry, I was told that one of the reasons for this was for mosquito prevention.  The grass often grew as tall as twelve or fifteen feet and since it was near water it made an excellent breeding ground for mosquitoes.  I was told further that the malaria problem of years ago, during the time of building of the Panama Canal, had virtually been wiped out.  Malaria, I understand, has been one of the principle causes of death throughout the human race.  It is deposited in the human body by the bite of a mosquito.  It then incubates for ten days in the human liver.  It had long been known that there was a period of ten days after the mosquito bite during which medical science could find no trace of the malaria.  Now it is know that before it can break forth and destroy the body, it must thrive and grow in the liver.

This, in a general sense, is the way sin works.  Usually, acts of sin do not break out to destroy a person until they have been thoroughly incubated in the heart.  We read in James 1:14,15 every man is tempted when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.  Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and win, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.  The conceiving process is the incubation of sin in the human heart.  For example, a man starts out with a few social drinks, which does not seem to harm him or anyone around him.  But then, alcohol gets a hold on him; the sin begins to incubate; it conceives within him and takes hold of his nature.  And before long, the man is an alcoholic.  This is only one of dozens of illustrations that could be used of the way sin works within an individual.

I could say more about this, but let’s think briefly about the solution.  Look at 1 John 1:9.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  Wherever you are, you could turn to Jesus Christ right now.  You can’t see Him, but He is there.  You can say, “Lord Jesus, I know I have sinned, but I realize you died for my sins and I receive your forgiveness.”  You say, “It can’t be that simple.”  Yes, it is.  Jesus Christ died on the cross for your sins and rose again that you might have everlasting life.  It’s up to you, friend.  Will you receive Him into your life as Savior and Lord?  I hope you will.
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