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One preacher asked another, “How long have you been in the ministry?”  “Eleven years,” was the reply.  “May I ask you what your views are of Jesus Christ?”  There were a few seconds of hesitation, and then came the reply, “I have pondered this subject deeply but have not exactly made up my mind.”  In amazement, the other preacher cried out with deep emotion, “What?  Eleven years a preacher and you don’t know what you think about Jesus Christ?”  I am sure you will agree that this is a pathetic situation.  Here was a young man who professed a call to the ministry, who spent four years in college and three years in a theological seminary, and still he didn’t know what to think about Jesus Christ.  But even more pathetic is the fact that there is not only one minister like this, there are others.  And in addition to this, there are people in our churches who don’t know what to think about Jesus Christ.

Who is Jesus Christ?  You will remember that Jesus asked His disciples a similar question many centuries ago.  One of them replied, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.  Jesus said unto them, But whom say ye that I am.  And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God (Matthew 16:14-16).

The two questions asked by Jesus concerning himself are still vital questions.  The answers from the apostles show that even in the days of Christ’s earthly ministry, his life and person presented a mystery and a challenge.  The answer most people were giving to the question put Jesus on a strictly human level.

Some said He was like Elijah who was heroic, courageous, defiant of custom, and morally aggressive.  Elijah was fearless, going before kings and peasants alike crying out, Thus saith the Lord.

Others thought of Christ in the class of Jeremiah.  For forty years, this man faced a nation that was rebelling against God, sad, tender, and full of tears.  Yet, he was resolute for righteousness.  He was a moral hero. 

Then there was John the Baptist, a very popular hero; a champion of righteousness who challenged the conscience of the age; a firebrand – fierce, frank, and outspoken.  Others placed Jesus on the level of the prophets like Amos, Hosea, Joel, Isaiah, and Jonah.  This was as far as the people had gone.

But all these fell far short of the true person of Jesus Christ, the anointed of God.  Many in our day would place Jesus in one or more of these categories, thinking of Him as a good man, a moral man, a worthy example.  But that is not enough.  Like the answers of past centuries, it falls far short of God’s standards.  The answer Peter gave met Christ’s approval.  He declared Thou are the Christ, the Son of the living God (Matthew 16:16).

Jesus is the eternal Son of God, the second person of the Trinity.  Do you realize that it is far more important to know who Jesus Christ is than what He said?  I find people who are interested in the sayings of Jesus.  They boldly affirm that they believe in the teachings of Christ.  But this is secondary.  The question of supreme importance is what think ye of Christ?  Who is He to you?  How you answer this question could decide whether you will spend eternity in heaven or hell.

Do you know that the Lord Jesus Christ referred to himself as the Son of Man eighty-four times?  This does not mean, as many might think, that He was identifying himself with other humans in the sense of ignoring deity.  This expression actually means that Jesus Christ is the universal representative of man.  Adam was the first representative, but He failed.  Christ, the second representative, went to the cross and died for our sins and did not fail, for He arose from the dead.  When tempted, never did He yield to sin.  He proved himself to be who He is, the Son of the living God.  

His birth into this world was not the beginning of His existence.  In John 6:38 he tells us from whence He came and why He came.  For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of Him that sent me.  Christ came from heaven to perform a mission, which He fulfilled perfectly.  In this same chapter, verse 51, Jesus said, I am the living bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live forever: and the bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.  Christ did all of this.  He came from heaven to be born of a virgin, to sacrifice His life on the cross for the sins of all in the world who would believe.

Christ possesses divine attributes that leave no question as to His deity.  He is omnipotent.  He said in Matthew 28:18 All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  He is omniscient.  John 2:25 tells us He needed not that any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man.  He is omnipresent.  In Matthew 28:20 He says, Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.
Consider His miracles.  He gave sight to the blind, He healed the lepers, He made the lame to walk, he raised the dead, and He himself arose from the dead.   Who is this man if He is not the Son of God?  He assumed a relationship with God which no human being would ever dare to assume.

We also have nine instances in the Scriptures where Jesus accepted the worship of individuals, and never once did He reprove those who offered it.  In John 14:1 Jesus said, Ye believe in God, believe also in me.  Why?  Because God the Father and God the Son are one in the Godhead with the Holy Spirit.  Jesus is the eternal God.  

If you are not one of His followers, what do you have against Him that you have not trusted Him as your Savior and Lord?  Don’t you realize that when He died on the cross and rose again that He did it for you?  He had no sin of His own.  He died for your sins.  Until you receive Him, you are rejecting Him.  Why resist Him?  Christ loves you; the cross tells us that.

Let me ask; do you think you are going to be saved another way?  Don’t be deluded.  There is only one way.  Christ is the way.

We are living in an age of specialization.  You can be sure there is only one specialist for your spiritual welfare.  Jesus Christ alone is qualified to give you eternal life.  You may be trying to discover God in nature.  You need not look very far to have success.  Anyone who will honestly observe God’s creation should without question recognize His eternal power and Godhead.  In addition to this, we have The Ten Commandments, the law of God.  These commandments unfold to us the demands of God’s righteousness, holiness, justice, and truth.  But even God in nature and The Ten Commandments are not enough.  Something greater is needed.

God realized that, so He sent His only begotten Son into the world to provide a satisfactory sacrifice for your sin and mine.  It was left to the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God to reveal to man God’s infinite love for His creatures.  This He did as He died and rose again from the dead.  

The Bible says in John 1:18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him.  Christ has made God known to us.  If He is not residing in your life, He desires to enter at this moment.  Will you let Him?  Give Jesus Christ His rightful place in your life as Savior, sin-bearer, and Lord of all, and you will be eternally grateful.
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