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Who would not confess that living is not easy.  Whether rich or poor, life can get awfully difficult at times.  There is something that can be done about it, however.  We need not carry many of the troublesome worries and fears that disturb us.  There is a solution.  

Someone has said that troubles are tools with which God fashions us for the better.  We need to remind ourselves of this fact over and over again.  Where would we be without the troubles we experience in life?  Often, it was at such times that we learned our greatest blessings.

Probably, trials are the last things we who are believers would ever choose for ourselves.  But since God does the choosing, there is no need to question their value.  Though we may not realize it now, we shall praise the Lord throughout all eternity for His choice.

In the midst of our trials, all seems dark and gloomy.  Confused, we wonder why God allows us to suffer as we do.  If He loves us, why doesn’t He help us?  The answer to this question is very simple.  This is one of the tools God is using to fashion us for the better.  For each of us, trials are a necessary part of living.  

It is impossible to know God’s richest blessing without trials.  For many of us this is hard to understand.  We consider our trials to be more of a curse than a blessing.  They are mysterious, painful, and distressing.  But notice what Peter wrote.  Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you.  But do what? He says rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings (1 Peter 4:12,13).  You see, Christ suffered trials all through His earthly life.  In fact, He was nailed to the cross and died of a broken heart.  If our Savior suffered, should we be excused?  Are we not obligated to drink of the same cup?  Paul said in Philippians 3:10 That I may know Him, and the fellowship of His sufferings.  What was he saying here? – I want to follow my Savior all the way, every step of the way.  I have had all of this world I will ever need.  It is Jesus Christ I want.  I want Him to reign in my life.  Paul realized that this kind of dedication could not possibly be known apart from trials.  If Christ suffered sorrow, pain, and agony, could we his followers expect any less?  

Trials are the common lot of everyone, Christians and non-Christians alike.  The difference has to do with our reaction toward them.  The Christians attitude should be different from that of the unsaved for we have our living Lord to help us all through the way.  But, regrettably, not all believers trust Him and rely upon Him.

There are three ways we react to our trials.  We may consider them to be nothing more than a bitter dose, as Naomi did.  We may think of them as a mixture of good and evil, as Job did.  Or, we might respond like Paul and say, Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us (Romans 8:37).  This is God’s pattern for us.  Even though we cannot understand why, we can count it all joy.  Like the Apostle Paul, we may be assured that every trial is the result of divine love, wisdom, and grace.  For this reason, we can give thanks for all things and in all things and give praise to God.

In regrettable contrast to Paul, consider David who had just been anointed king over Israel.  Like all of God’s servants who had been called to special service, he soon discovered that such a call involved much sorrow and suffering.  After a while, he allowed the pressure of his leadership responsibilities to overwhelm him and he became seriously depressed.  Looking to the pressure rather than the Lord, the situation became unbearable.  Finally, David simply gave up and he fled from the land of Israel and dwelt among the Philistines.  Poor David; God had chosen him to lead the Israelites, but discouraged and depressed, he sought refuge among the Philistines.

This unhappy experience reminds me of the words found in Proverbs 21:16 where God says The man that wandereth out of the way of understanding shall remain in the congregation of the dead.  But let’s not be too hard on David.  There have been times when you and I wandered out of the way of understanding, trying to escape our trials, rather than depend fully upon God and endure them patiently in His strength.  Lacking faith, we planned, plotted, and connived, thinking maybe we could hasten things along.  Yet all the time we were right where God placed us so we could learn the much needed lessons that would better qualify us for greater conquests.

Maybe at this moment you are chafing in the midst of sorrow or tragedy.  Deep down in your heart you are blaming God.  Oh, foolish child of God.  How long before you will learn that our all-wise God has your situation under complete control?  What you think to be as hopeless is filled with hope because God knows all about it and He will not fail.  Paul had the wonderful assurance that he passed on to us in Romans 8:28.  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose.

Of course, if there is anything you can do about your situation to help, go ahead and do it.  But where you can do nothing, may I urge you to rest completely in the almighty power of God.  Walk by faith and not by sight.  God will not let you down.  He understands fully what you are going through.  He feels it; he feels all our sufferings.  He was tested in all points like as we are and He knows what we are going through.  So trust Him. 

If you are one who is a stranger to God because you never received Christ as Savior and Lord, this should be your greatest concern.  More important than your trial or anything else in life is a satisfactory relationship to God.  He wants to enter your life.  He wants to help you.  But you must be willing to let Him do it.  This could begin the very moment you ask Christ to enter your life.  Do it now and know the blessedness of God’s moment-by-moment care.
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