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If a husband professed to love his wife, and yet he never told her or did anything that evidenced his love, wouldn’t we have our doubts?  What about people who say they are Christians, and yet their lives give no evidence of this relationship.  Do they really know the Lord?

It is sad but true that many who profess to follow Jesus Christ appear to be ashamed of Him.  They do not openly confess this, but their silence in their lives speaks louder than words.  In their place of employment, they listen along with others to the vile language and filthy stories without so much as a single word for their Savior.  They say they are Christians.  If they are, it is obvious that they cannot say as did the Apostle Paul I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.  There are too few Christians like Paul, and all too many who are drifting with the crowd, seeking the same worldly attractions as the unsaved, making no acknowledgment by word or deed of the Savior who bought them with the price of His own precious blood.

If any man will come after me, Jesus said, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me (Mark 8:34).  Certainly, he who is ashamed of Christ is not bearing the cross for Christ.  How this world needs true born-again believers who will lift high the banner of the Savior and carry it wherever they go.  So many are afraid of what people might say or think.  Their lives are governed by the feelings of their friends and loved ones.  What difference does it make what people say or think?  The vital question is, what does God say or think?

Someday, every believer will stand before Christ and be judged for his faithfulness.  If that day were tomorrow, how would it go for you?  Would there be regrets for you and your failures to take a stand for the Lord?  Foolishly, we rehearse the events of the past night or day to our friends, repeatedly wasting precious words about the nothings of this life, while neglecting to point others to the eternal life in Jesus Christ.

The old adage says, “Silence is golden.”  But may we not with equal truth say there are times when our silence merely reflects the despicable yellow of our cowardice.  We fear that if we take a stand for Jesus Christ we shall loose some valued friendships or maybe hinder our progress on the social ladder.   To such, God’s Word says Be ye not unequally yoked with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? Or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? For ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.  Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing (2 Corinthians 6:14-17).

God hates compromise.  He commands us to separate ourselves from all that defiles and all that hinders us from bearing a clear-cut testimony for our Lord.  Possibly you are one who never speaks for Christ, for fear that people will laugh at you.  Are you trying to please men or God?

Dr. Harry Ironside used to relate that when he was a little boy his mother would draw him to her knee and talk to him about the importance of trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation.  One time he answered her, “Well mother, I would like to do that but my friends will laugh at me.”  He never forgot her answer.  “Harry,” she said, “remember, they may laugh you into hell, but they can never laugh you out of it.”

What are a few laughs on the part of the ungodly in comparison with God’s judgment?  Do you know Jesus Christ as your Lord?  If not, someday you will have to face Him as your judge.  God says in Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed unto man once to die, but after this the judgment.  You see, judgment is certain.  Every individual should be ready to face God.  The only way anyone can be ready to face God is to invite Jesus Christ into his life and then take a faithful conscientious stand for Him.  And at that time, all our sins are judged; and we shall only be judged for faithfulness when we meet God.  Our sins are judged in Christ on the cross.  I hope you have trusted Him.

And then, after you trust Him, really live for Him.  Let your light shine.  After all, only live fish can swim upstream.  Dead ones float downstream with the debris and junk.  Are you drifting with the current or have you committed yourself to Jesus Christ, and as the result you are faithfully living for Him in His strength and power.  Have you definitely invited the Lord Jesus Christ to come into your life?  He comes in and He changes your life.  If your life isn’t changed, I doubt that you have received Him.  I meet people all the time who say “Oh yes, I received Christ when I was a little child.  I went forward in church, etc.”  That doesn’t mean a thing if it was not genuine.  And many people go through this experience of walking down an aisle and going back to their seat and saying, “Now I am saved.”  It isn’t going down an aisle that saves you, friend.

  I was saved in my bedroom.  I was reading the Word of God, and God convicted me of my sins, and I knelt and received Christ.  And God saved me that night.  He changed my life from a sinful one to joy in the Lord so I could walk with Him and seek to please Him.  I hope you have had this wonderful change in Christ.  If not, delay no longer.  Turn to Him now.  Repent, receive Him; for without Christ live is empty, colorless, and hopeless.  You can’t afford to be without Him.

Two young soldiers were talking one time about Christ and salvation.  One of them said to the other, “I cannot tell you all what the Lord Jesus means to me.  I do wish that you would enlist in His army.”  “I’m thinking about it,” answered the friend, “but it means giving up some things.  In fact, I am counting the cost.”  Another Christian, passing at the moment, overheard the remark.  And laying his hand on the shoulder of the unsaved soldier said, “Friend, you say you are counting the cost of following Christ?  Have you ever counted the cost of not following Christ?”  

That cost is great.  It costs the absence of peace and assurance.  You will know nothing of the blessing and happiness, which come only through believing on Jesus Christ.  Will you trust Him for eternal salvation and offer yourself to be a consistent witness for Him right now?  I hope you will.
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