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People are not interested in a counterfeit, regardless of how attractive it might appear or how valuable it may seem to be.  They want the real thing.  The same is true when it comes to the Christian.  No one appreciates the counterfeit Christian.  The world wants to see reality.

Do most people laugh at Christians who are zealous for God?  I haven’t found it so - in fact, just the opposite.  The world has little time for the hypocrite or the shallow, insipid kind of Christian who tries to fit in with everybody.  It is the man or woman who stands fearlessly for God who is respected.  If there have been those who swore at you, just simply live an out and out life for the Lord Jesus Christ, and the first thing you know, they will be swearing by you.  First it is the sneer, and then the cheer; first the lash, and then the lull; first the curse, and then the caress; first the trial, and then the triumph; first the cross, then the crown.  For every scar on your brow, there will be a star in your diadem.  Don’t be afraid.  The Lord will not fail you.  Stand boldly for Him, whatever the cost.  Be sure your are right, and then stand.

If you are to bear a consistent witness for the Lord, be very careful of the friends you choose.  Keep your distance from those who will be a hindrance to you, rather than a blessing.  How careless we are at times in choosing the companions with whom we associate.  Yet, when we go into a discount store to buy an inexpensive article, we scrutinize it with minute care to be sure it is in the best condition possible.  Should we exercise any less concern in selecting our friends?

When John Wesley was a student at the university, he made a resolution that he would have only those friends that would help him along on the road to heaven.  What a wise choice.  The wrong kind of friends can drag us down, even the strongest Christian, and hinder his testimony to the extent that he will gradually fall into neglect of the important exercises for Christian growth.

How many professing Christians, without regard to the Scriptures, chose to marry unsaved spouses, only to find themselves later drifting into spasmodic church attendance and ultimately into non-attendance.  Many such marriages have failed because Christians failed to take an honorable stand for the Lord Jesus Christ.

If you are a believer, be sure you please the Lord by choosing the right companions.  We read in Psalm 1:1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, not sitteth in the seat of the scornful.  And in Psalm 26:4,5 David wrote I have not sat with vain persons, neither will I go in with dissemblers.  I have hated the congregation of evil doers; and will not sit with the wicked.  If you are in Christ, how willing you should be to make the decision David made in Psalm 119:115. Depart from me, ye evildoers: for I will keep the commandments of my God.
Samuel Clemmons whose pen name was Mark Twain, fell in love with a beautiful Christian girl named Libby.  He married her later.  In devotion to her Lord, she wanted a family altar and prayer at meals, and for a time Sam acceded to her wishes.  But one day he said, Libby, you can go on with this sort of thing by yourself if you want to, but leave me out of it.  I don’t believe in your God and you are only making a hypocrite out of me.  Libby consented.  As fame and affluence came, and there were appearances in Europe and other honors, she and Sam were riding high.  But with it all, Libby got farther and farther away from her early devotion to her Lord.  Eventually, the fall came, and what a fall it was.  In an hour of bitter need, Samuel Clemmons said, Libby, if your Christian faith can help you now, turn to it.  But she could only reply, “I can’t Sam, I haven’t any.”  It was destroyed a long time ago.

Christian friend, live for Christ; stand for Him.  Everyone suffers when the Christian weakens in his witness for Christ.  Not only is the believer harmed, but others are turned from the cross as well.  The exhibit of spineless, emaciated Christianity elicits only the flat response, none of that for me.  It is a serious thing to be ashamed of Jesus Christ.  Jesus said in Mark 8:38 Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when He cometh in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.

Will Jesus Christ be ashamed of you when He returns?  Let God search your heart.  If you are a Christian, failing to be a witness for the Lord, confess your sin to God.  Though you may have drifted far from God’s grace and love, He has never left you, nor turned His eyes from you.  He has been watching you and He has been waiting for you to come back.  Oh, turn back to Him.  Let Jesus reign in your life.  Don’t live a kind of a half-hearted sort of Christian life that has no testimony for the Lord.  Be a strong witness of the Lord Jesus.  The Holy Spirit can make you that because He indwells you, if you are really born again.  God will live through you in mighty power as you open your heart to His control.  Let Jesus win the battle.

Some of you are defeated right now; you know it.  You know what happened yesterday, or last week, or the past month, and you need a real victory in your life.  Christ is right there.  He will forgive you, and He wants to use you so that your life will be an influence for others.  Let Him do what He wants to in you.  Open your heart to Him.

And if you happen to be one who has never actually taken Christ into your life, do it right now.  Many people say, “I believe I am a Christian.  I go to church every Sunday and I believe what the minister says.”  That all may be true, but you have never come to the place where you said, “Jesus I want you to enter my life and I want to be a child of God.  I’m sorry for my sins, and right now I want you to become my Savior and Lord.” 

You see, that is a personal relationship with God.  Sometimes we try to live off of what other people have, or what other people are doing.  You can’t do that.  Salvation is a personal matter.  Christ died for you personally, and He wants you to make a personal commitment to Him, and then He becomes your personal Savior.  Make that commitment right now.  This will be the most important decision you will ever make in your entire life.  That is why I urge you to do it now; don’t wait.

Christ can provide the answers to all of your problems if you will let Him.

The Bible says in Acts 16:31 Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, right then and there, the moment you believe.  Receive the Lord.  Let Him become your Lord, not just a Lord.
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