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Do you know the most desirable time to read the Bible? - As often as possible.  You can never over-read it.  That is, you can never get too much Bible.  No matter how much one may know about the Bible, there is still plenty more to know.

Perhaps you have heard it said that the Bible is the world’s bestseller.  I would like to go a step further and day the Bible is the world’s best buy.  You cannot make a better investment than buying yourself a good Bible and taking the time to read and study it.

I am a follower of Jesus Christ, serving Him, because someone put a copy of the New Testament into my hands, with the suggestion that I read a chapter a day.  I did that faithfully.  And it wasn’t long until God opened my eyes.  I saw myself as He saw me, a guilty sinner, and received Jesus Christ as my Savior and Lord.  God changed my life through that New Testament.  I have been reading the Bible faithfully every day since.  And if I had to make a choice, I would much prefer missing all my meals on any one day then missing the spiritual meal I get from God’s Word each morning.  There are many emaciated believers in God’s ranks, simply because they do not take time to feed on scriptural truth.

There is no quick method of getting hold of the Word of God.  It takes reading, studying, and memorizing if we are going to get God’s message for our hearts.  Let me encourage you, if you are not in the habit of doing so, to spend time with God each morning the first thing.  Read God’s Word systematically and spend time in prayer, and this will go a long way in making your day worthwhile.

The Lord Jesus said in Matthew 22:29 Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God.  All of us can recall mistakes we made, some of them very serious, simply because of a lack of knowledge of God’s Word.   Many times it was because we neglected the Word.  

One morning in New York City, a young lady hailed a taxicab.  As they started on their way, the lady said to the driver, “How are you feeling this morning?”  “Terrible,” he said, “confusion, confusion, that’s all I know.  Everybody is at everybody’s throat.”  Said the young lady, “Sir, I made a discovery that has given me strength to be able to take New York City.”  “Don’t tell me you’ve got religion,” retorted the driver.  Quietly and confidently she replied, “Each day, I read in my Bible where I left off the previous day.  I read until I get a verse that offers help for the new day.  This I copy out and carry it with me all day long.”  She reached in her purse and took out a slip of paper.  Just before reading it she said, “You spoke of New York being confusion.  Listen to this.”  She read from the little slip of paper.  “God is not the author of confusion, but of peace.”  They arrived at the young lady’s destination.  She paid the fare and handed the cab driver a tip, but he refused the tip saying, “You have given me something more important.”  And with that, he drove away.

God’s Word brings peace to the heart.  It is a thrilling thing in the hour of need to have the Holy Spirit bring to mind some particular verse that we stored away in the recesses of our minds, sometimes even years before.

I recall when I needed eye surgery.  I was told I would not be put to sleep for the operation.  As I lay on the operating table and the surgeon began his work, I prayed that God would speak to my heart from His Word.  For the entire hour during the surgery, I quoted verse after verse to myself.  What a time of blessing it was.  The thrill of the message in the verses caused me to forget all about the surgery.  I look back on that operation as a time of special blessing from the hand of God as He spoke to my heart from His Word.  I will never forget that experience.

The Psalmist prayed in Psalm 119:18 Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law.  I couldn’t see a thing during my surgery with my physical eyes, but I will tell you, my spiritual eyes were wide open, and I saw the glory of God in His Word.  Friend, don’t neglect this Book.  Let other things go, if need be, so that you might keep the reading of the Scriptures at the top of the list.  May I suggest too, that you take the necessary time when you read the Scriptures to allow God to speak to your heart?  Don’t rush through your Bible reading.

I was staying in a hotel in the town where I was holding some meetings.  Seated near me in the hotel restaurant one morning were two ladies who were conversing.  I heard one of them tell the other about a devotional thought she had read that morning in God’s Minute.  Then she went on to tell her friend that she always read God’s Minute every morning.  She was already in the restaurant when I arrived.  I was there fifteen minutes and she was still eating when I left.  But I thought to myself as I considered the size of this woman, who was probably one hundred pounds overweight, that she would have been much better off if she had reversed the procedure and spent a minute or two with the breakfast table and a half hour or so in God’s Word.  It is important that we keep our priorities straight.

You know, as God says in Matthew 24:35 Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.  God’s Word is going to last after everything else is gone.  Don’t you think it would be wise to get familiar with the Book that is going to continue throughout eternity?  I am quite well convinced, if there were more Bible readers, there would be more Bible believers.

Every once in a while I meet someone who declares that he does not believe the Bible.  Upon doing a little probing, I discover that he has never read the Bible.  I never feel that anyone is qualified to talk about something they don’t know anything about, do you?  Start reading God’s Word, if for no other reason than to see what it says?  You will be surprised at what you will find.  In fact, you may find the same thing I found when I started reading the Bible - eternal life.

Maybe you don’t know where to begin.  Let me suggest that you begin with the fourth Gospel in the New Testament, the Gospel of John.  Read it through once.  Then go to Matthew and read all the way through the New Testament.  After you read the New Testament, go back and read through the Old Testament.  I guarantee you, you will never be the same after you read the Bible through.  You will probably say, as did the prophet in Jeremiah 15:16 Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart.
Don’t put this off, friend.  Get into God’s Word as soon as possible.  Let nothing interfere, and you will ever be thankful.  And if you have never received Christ as Savior and Lord, do that first because then you will have the author of the Book to enlighten you relative to the Book.  So take Christ into your life.
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