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It is surprising to realize the number of people who attend church week after week who don’t know whether or not they are prepared to meet God.  Many of them fear death for this very reason.  But let me assure you that there is no need to wonder.  We can know that we are ready to meet God.

I asked a young man if he were a Christian.  He replied, “I am trying to be.”  “You are trying to be?” I responded.  “Do you mean to say that you are not sure?”  I continued by asking, “Are you a son of your father and mother?”  “Why, of course.”  “You mean you know that?  You are not trying to be a son of your father and mother?”  “No,” he replied with a smile, “I am sure of it.”  “How do you know?” I asked.  “I was born into their family,” he replied with certainty.  “Then,” I continued, “Do you realize that this is how one becomes a Christian?  He is born into the family of God.  He experiences a spiritual rebirth when he believes on Jesus Christ.  Ever after that commitment to the Savior, He is assured from the Word of God that he is a child of God.  He need not try to be; He need not wonder; He need not hope; he can know, for the Word of God states clearly in John 3:36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life.  Immediately he becomes the possessor of life eternal so that he can know he is a member of the family of God.”

How marvelous it is that God gives us this blessed assurance when we believe on His Son and trust Him as our Savior and Lord.  Of course, it is possible to doubt God and wonder if we are saved.  But why doubt when we have the facts?  There are scores of verses in the Bible that make it clear that the very moment one believes on Jesus Christ as his Savior and Lord, he enters into a covenant relationship with God which can never be broken.  God always keeps His Word.  He says in Romans 10:13 Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.
An elderly lady was dying.  On one of his visits her minister asked, “Sister, are you sinking?”  She looked at him as if she could not believe he would ask such a question.  Struggling to rise a little in her bed she exclaimed, “Sinking!  Did you ever know of a sinner to sink through a rock?  If I had been standing on the sand, I might sink.  But I am standing on the Rock of Ages and there is no sinking there.”  How true this is, friends.

The Psalmist said in Psalm 40:2 He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings.
I do not stand on shifting sand,

Then fear the storm that rages.

But sure, I stand secure upon the Rock of Ages.

That rock, unmoved, has ever proved a stronghold of salvation,

Nor all the foul designs of hell can shake its sure foundation.

If we were to save ourselves, it would be understandable that salvation could be lost easily.  But such is not true.  He promises in Psalm 89:34 My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips.  God’s Word does not change.  We may vacillate; our temperaments may differ.  But God is always the same – the same yesterday, and today, and forever.
What God has declared in His Word never needs changing or revision for it is established forever.  Thus, when we read a statement like Acts 16:31 Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, this is for all time and eternity – for all races and ethnic groups, for all classes and social positions.  It is for everyone.  One of the surest things in all the world is eternal salvation.  How many things can you list that are guaranteed never to change?  After thousands of years, they are guaranteed to remain the same.  You can write salvation to Jesus Christ at the top of that list for it will always remain.

You see, when the true believer turns to God in prayer, he does not have to pray something like this. “Heavenly Father, at least I hope you are my Heavenly Father.  I think I am your child.  I’m going to make a request.  I am not quite sure I am worthy of this request, but…”and so on.  No, when the true believer in Christ prays to God, He prays with certainty, knowing that it is a Father – son relationship and that he has every right to claim the unsearchable riches of Christ because he is a child of God.  There need be no question about this.

A few years had passed since Jesus had ascended into glory and some of the believers, misguided by false teachings, were beginning to doubt their salvation.  The aged Apostle John, the only remaining apostle, was led by the Holy Spirit to write several letters.  In his first epistle, he wrote primarily for the doubting believers as he says, These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life.  They were not to wonder, speculate, hope, but know.  Look at some of the other verses in this epistle.  Beloved, now are we the sons of God (1 John 3:2).  We know that we have passed from death unto life (v. 14).  Hereby know we that we dwell in Him, and He in us, because He hath given us of His Spirit (1 John 4:13).  And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He that hath the Son hath life; and He that hath not the Son of God hath not life.  These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God (1 John 5:11-13).  You may not know the exact day and hour when you came to Christ.  It is well if you do, but it isn’t necessary.  Just so you know you came to Christ.  That’s the important thing.

A minister tells of visiting an aged gentleman.  His wife told the minister that her husband had been listening to him on the radio and because of this he wanted to meet him and talk with him.  As they talked together, the minister found that this elderly gentleman knew the Lord and was trusting Him.  After reading the Word and praying together, the minister asked, “How old are you, sir?”  “I really am not sure,” he replied.  There were twelve or fourteen children in our family, and when I was a very small child my uncle brought me to this country.  I think I was about seven or eight years old.”  Then the minister said, “You may not know how old you are or when your birthday is, but you know you are alive, don’t you?”    “Oh yes, most definitely,” said the man.

Some believers get all excited because they cannot put their finger on a definite time and day when they came to Christ.  Don’t worry about it.  Just so you know that you are alive spiritually, that you have been born into the family of God by the Spirit of God.  That is of supreme importance.

Friend, do you really know Christ?  Have you received Him into your life?  If you have, you are a child of God, and you need never fear that you will lose your salvation.  Just keep growing in grace by reading the Scriptures and meeting with God daily in prayer.  Tell others about Him; share your faith; be active for the Lord; do His will.  And then it will be a blessed day when you meet Him face to face and hear Him say, Well done, thou good and faithful servant. 

Should you have any question in your mind relative to your relationship with God, I urge you at this moment to make your decision for Christ.  Simply tell Him that you want to become a child of God and invite Him to become your Savior and Lord.  He will respond to your request immediately.
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