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One of the wonderful things about being a Christian is that we don’t have to fumble our way through life doing the best we can.  We have a God who has promised to lead us every step of the way.  Daily, we can submit our way to His perfect plan and discover the way of gladness and blessing.

God gives an assuring promise in Psalm 32:8 where He says to His people I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye.  We see two things here – divine wisdom and divine guidance.  As we give constant consideration to these important requisites relative to the will of God, our way is made easier and our burdens prove lighter.  We can do things according to our own thinking and planning, but if God is left out the result is often confusion and conflict.

A mother tells of the kindly neighbor who offered to care for her young daughter while she spent several weeks in the hospital.  The mother wrote out a list of foods that her daughter, Grace, liked and then admonished little Grace to eat what was prepared, without comment.  Quick as a flash, Grace replied, “I’ll eat what she gives me as long as she gives me what I like.”

How often we have been guilty of this same attitude in our reaction toward the will of God.  “I’ll do what God wants me to do as long as it coincides with what I want to do.”  Moses, you will recall, reacted to God in this manner when the Lord confronted Him at the burning bush.  Moses rejoiced that God was going to deliver His people.  Likewise, he was willing that God would do it through whomever he might choose.  He had one reservation, however – Don’t choose me, anybody but me, Lord.  Right then and there, Moses ruled out divine wisdom and divine guidance.  He was actually telling God to do it the way He wanted, just so it did not interfere with Moses’ plans.

God was not to be refused.  He insisted that Moses do the job.  But Moses argued on the grounds that He was not adequate.  Of course, this was not the real problem.  The difficulty was not that he wasn’t adequate, but that he was unwilling.  God’s plan did not fit in with Moses’ personal plan. 

It is very human for any of us to want our own selfish way, even with God.  But this is not the way of happiness and blessing.  It is the hard way.  Many in our day are reaping the sad results of our human choices, having ignored the instruction and guidance that God gives in His Word.

David discovered the way of happiness, but only after his many detours, having followed the way of his personal choices.  Later, with miraculous serenity of heart he cried out, I delight to do thy will, O my God (Psalm 40:8).  He found contentment and satisfaction in obeying God that he found in no other way.  

What was true in David’s day is equally true in the present.  If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, God’s will for your life is more important than anything else.  Its value exceeds that of riches, comfort, health, or any of the other coveted blessings of life.  Of course, oftentimes the will of God results in these blessings.  If not, God’s choices cannot be improved upon.  This is why it is so important that we be men and women of the Scriptures, reading them not merely for entertainment but for instruction, that we might personally receive God’s message and then act upon it.  If we are not quite sure how to act upon it, we should pray and ask God to guide us.  He will guide us; He promises that He will never remove His eye from us.  If we make mistakes, He will be there to help.  He promises, I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye (Psalm 32:8).

Have you learned the joy of submitting to God at all times and in all things, with a willingness to obey?  Not all hardship, but much of it in life is the result of our own doings.  We have motivated ourselves with our own ingenuity and often ignored God’s instruction.  We are sorry later, but what a price we pay for this disobedience.  How we need to learn the lesson of waiting on the Lord.  Don’t take a step until you are certain that it is a step in the right direction.  If you do, you are sure to make a mistake.

I like what God’s servant said in Micah 7:7 Therefore I will look unto the Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation: my God will hear me.  What did he say he would do?  Two things: first, I will look unto the Lord; second, I will wait.  What splendid advice.  Until you are sure in your own heart of God’s direction, don’t make a move.  Keep looking to the Lord.  Search the Scriptures and wait.  If you are still undecided, keep looking and keep waiting until you have light.  Don’t doubt; don’t allow yourself to be discouraged.  Say as did Micah my God will hear me.  The Lord is your counselor and guide.  And if you wait patiently, believingly, and expectantly, you will find that your waiting will not be in vain.  The Lord will prove Himself to be a wise counselor.

God knows the beginning from the end.  We know only what has transpired.  Our past experience can help to some degree so that we need not make the same mistakes again.  But up ahead, there are many rivers we have not crossed.  There are mountains we have not climbed.  There are valleys that we have not entered.  There are strange and uncertain paths to be followed.  This is why we need divine guidance.  The mind of man is not sufficient to face the confusion of life.  God sees and knows all things.  This is why it is so important that we commit ourselves to His way and seek His choices. 

We might see a building sight where a new home is to be erected.  Off to the side the lumber is piled, the bricks are stacked, and the ground is being broken for the foundation.  That is all we know – what we see.  But the builder knows much more, and he and the other workman, in the light of this knowledge, will use the raw materials to make an attractive home.  Life to us is often chaotic because we have only the raw materials.  That is all we can see.  But God has the plan.  He is the Master Builder.  Without Him, little can be accomplished.  He can direct us so that the raw materials of our existence can be brought together to produce that which is pleasing to Him.  This cannot be accomplished without His wisdom and guidance. 

We have nothing to fear when the Lord is our guide.  Though we may not know the entire plan, we can live a day at a time with the confidence that He will not fail.  With this consolation we can sing,


Anywhere with Jesus I can safely go,


Anywhere He leads me in this world below.


Anywhere without Him dearest joys would fade,


Anywhere with Jesus I am not afraid.

If you are one who has not given much thought to the Lord Jesus, begin by receiving Him into your life as Savior and Lord.  Realize that when He died on the cross, He died for you.  He suffered and paid the entire price for your sins.  Receive Him, if you never have, and begin immediately to enjoy the delightful experience of letting God lead you every step of the way.
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